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MOROCCO’S ATTEMPT AT JOINING THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN 

STATES (ECOWAS): LEGAL AND POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS* 

 

Abstract 

Since about 2003, the fifteen member nation of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) has 

enjoined relative peace, the rule of law, functioning state institutions and relative good governance has also been 

established. Democracy has also stated to take root in this economic block to the extent that in Ghana, Senegal, 

Benin Republic Cote d’ Ivorie, Burkina Faso, Togo, Nigeria, among others have had peaceful transition of 

government, and in some cases the incumbent government losing election and transiting or handling over power to 

the opposition. It is against this background that this article now considers the reason(s) why, Morocco, a North 

African country would desire to join ECOWAS. This article will also look at the effect of Morocco's intention to 

either join or be disallowed from joining ECOWAS in line with the 1975 Treaty and the Revised Treaty of 

ECOWAS of 1993. It will go further to consider the achievement and challenges facing ECOWAS. It will then 

conclude by looking at the prospects of ECOWAS as a sub-regional body. 
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1. Introduction  

The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) came into being in 1975.
1
 It was borne out of the 

Treaty Establishing the African Economic Community of 1991
2
 by the then Organisation of African Unity (now 

African Union). The said Treaty divided Africa into five Regions, namely North Africa, West Africa, Central 

Africa, East Africa and Southern Africa.
3
 The ECOWAS Treaty was later revised in 1993.

4
 Both the 1975 Treaty 

and the 1993 revised Treaty of ECOWAS specifically states that geographical zone known as West Africa shall be 

the members of this Economic block.
5
 The latest news in diplomatic relations in West African Sub-region is that, 

Morocco, a North African country intends or has applied to join Economic Community of West African States 

(ECOWAS). This has started to cause ripples in the West African sub- regional grouping. Eminent Nigerians, 

including but not limited to former President Olusegun Obasanjo,
6
 erudite and foreign affairs expert, Professor 

Bolaji Akinyemi, has aired their views on this all important matter.
7
 Akinyemi noted: „The United Nations, the 

African Union and all international institutions now use the concept of regionalism in the distribution of both 

appointive and elective posts. ECOWAS cannot unilaterally expand the boundaries of West Africa to the 

Mediterranean states‟.
8
 This article therefore intends to look closely why Morocco or any country outside this sub-

regional organization cannot join ECOWAS. 
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2. Brief History of ECOWAS 

At inception in 1975, ECOWAS was made up of sixteen (16) member states.
9
 It is made up of countries of diverse 

colonial heritage, like the Anglophone, Francophone and Lusophone divides. The Anglophone countries are Sierra 

Leone, Ghana, The Gambia, Liberia and Nigeria. The Francophone states are Guinea (Conakry), Senegal, Mali, 

Niger, Cote d‟Ivoire, Burkina Faso, Benin and Togo, while the Lusophone countries comprises of Guinea Bissau 

and Cape Verde.
10

 Mauritania, one of the countries that formed the sub-regional body withdrew her membership 

since year 2000,
11

 thereby reducing the current membership from sixteen (16) to fifteen (15).
12

 No doubt 

international legal instruments provide for freedom of association but it is humbly submitted that this right is not 

absolute. West Africa, according to commentators is replete with conflicts.
13

 Every one of the current 15-members 

states has either being engulfed in intra-state conflict and/or military dictatorship. Ghana, described by many as a 

haven of peace was no exception as it came under the 11-year tyrannical rule of Jerry Rawlings, who rudely over-

threw the constitutional government in 1981.
14

 The country was to receive its worst form of dictatorship and human 

rights abuse in its entire post-colonial history, as many were detained without trials.
15

 Many other member states 

including Togo, Liberia, Nigeria, Burkina Faso and Sierra Leone also came under the tyrannical rules of the 

military. Ironically, one coup d’état led to another and even sometimes into deep-rooted intra-state conflicts. The 

likes of Gnassingle Eyadema of Togo hooked on to power for about 33 years, eventually reducing his people to the 

status of subjects, as Sani Abacha of Nigeria callously cowed citizens of the most populated African country into 

cowardly submissiveness. And in the best case scenario, a few of these countries namely: Cote d‟Ivoire, Senegal, 

the Gambia and Cameroon experienced civilian rule in its cruel form (described as best as civilian dictatorship).
16

 

However, this sub-regional body was to suffer its words experiences in the wake of the civil wars in Liberia
17

, 

Sierra Leone
18

, in Cote d‟Ivoire
19

 and very recently Mali
20

. There are cases of incumbent defeated in elections not 

wanting to vacate power, or in some cases regime elongation as in Burundi.
21

 

 

In all the conflicts, close to 300,000 lives were lost, with over 3,000,000 people displaced and of course, several 

properties worth billions of dollars were destroyed in the midst of great want.
22

 Indeed, the effect of this conflicts 

on members-states were anything but devastating as all faces of their socio-economic development had been 

bruised, drawing the sub-region several miles backward.
23

 It is also of interest that all the countries in this block are 

geographically located in the western part of Africa. On the African continent, the other sub regional economic 

groupings are, Southern African Development Community (SADC), in the South, the Eastern African Community 

(EAC), in the East, the Arab Maghreb Union (AMU/UMA) in the North. Others are the Inter-Governmental 

Authority on Development (IGAD), also in the East,the Common Market for Eastern and Southern 

Africa(COMESA), in the South East, the Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) in the centre, 
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and finally the Community of Sahel Sahara States (CENSAD), also in the North.
24

 Morocco does not fall 

geographically to West Africa on the map of Africa. It falls squarely to any of the two communities in North 

Africa.
25

 

 

ECOWAS as an organization was established in order to promote cooperation and development in all fields of 

economic activities among its member states.
26

 Its purpose was to raise the living standards of the people of the 

West African sub- region, fostering closer relations among them and ultimately contributing to the progress and 

development of the African continent.
27

ECOWAS, because of distressing events in several of its member states, 

soon realized that the cause of economic development and progress can only be pursued in an environment of 

relative peace and stability. It found that it had to involve itself in conflict prevention and management among its 

member states to ensure that an environment conducive to the implementation of its economic programmes was 

maintained.
28

 At the time of the outbreak of hostilities in Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea – Bissau from 1989 to 

2000, ECOWAS already had certain legal instruments that enjoined member states to respect each other‟s territorial 

integrity, exist alongside each other in peace and harmony and unite to ward off both any external attack, armed 

threat or aggression directed against a member state and internal armed conflict engineered from outside.
29

 At the 

height of the hostilities in each of the conflict-torn states, ECOWAS sent a multinational West African military 

force made of troops volunteered by West African States with the sole purpose of restoring peace within the given 

state.
30

 This was the beginning of the ECOWAS force, commonly known as ECOWAS Ceasefire Monitoring 

Group (ECOMOG), widely recognized and accepted as the first peacekeeping force of African origin to have 

successfully discharged its mandate of peacekeeping and peace enforcement.
31

 By this, West Africa thus became 

the only sub-region in Africa to have successfully mounted a full peacekeeping operation.
32

 After seven years of 

ECOMOG operations, successful elections were held in Liberia, bringing a democratically elected government to 

power. In Sierra Leone, ECOMOG managed the conflict effectively, leading to the return to power of the civilian 

head of state in 1998. This peacekeeping force continued to monitor events in Sierra Leone until April, 2000 when 

ECOMOG withdrew as a result of financial constraints. Troop Contributing Countries (TCC) could no longer 

afford to maintain their forces in Sierra Leone, Guinea – Bissau, following the outbreak of violence there in 1998. 

The result was the organization and holding of general and presidential elections in Guinea Bissau and the 

restoration of peace and stability in that nation.
33

 In early 2017, ECOWAS also restored the democratically elected 

President Adama Barrow to office in Gambia after threatening the former President Yahya Jammeh with serious 

sanctions if he refuses to hand over power.
34

 

 

As stated above, the Treaty setting up ECOWAS was amended and it formed a very important milestone in the 

history of the regional community. The revised Treaty not only strengthened the capacity of ECOWAS to forge a 

strong economic and monetary union to meet the challenges of globalization, but reinforces within its provision a 
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political union between member states. This combination allows the organization to deal with issues pertaining to 

security, in recognition of the link between stability and economic development.
35

 

 

3. Achievements of ECOWAS 
Indeed, The ECOWAS Treaty, the Revised Treaty of 1993, as well as a plethora of other Protocols, Conventions 

and Agreements shows that the states of the region obviously have an understanding of the pathway to regional 

economic development. Therefore, a comprehensive framework is neither absent nor deficient for the attainment of 

an integrated West Africa. There is a clear understanding of the role of trade, infrastructure, private sector 

participation, inputs by self-organizing and autonomous associations and International Governmental Organizations 

(IGOs). In particular, the various achievements will now be discussed in details.
36

 

 

Free Movement: As a supranational organization, one of the commendable achievements of ECOWAS is the 

pursuit of its agenda of free movement of persons since 1981. ECOWAS has managed to ensure visa-free access to 

all its 15 member states by every citizen of the Community. The Protocol on Free Movement
37

 allows for visa-free 

movement within the Community for up to 90 days. The Protocol on the Right of Residence
38

guides longer term 

stay in another country and modalities to take up paid and non-paid employment. The Protocol on the Right of 

Establishment
39

 guarantees opportunities for citizens of the Community to set up businesses. However, the full 

maximization of these arrangements hinges on the responses of member states and this is where more needs to be 

done. For example, obstacles to residence permits and more so, in many of the member states, it is not every 

economic sector that is open to citizens of other ECOWAS member states. Be that as it may, there is an opportunity 

to build on what has been achieved and the roles of institutions like the West Africa Network for Peace Building 

(WANEP) easily come to mind.
40

 

 
General Security Debate: Another area worth mentioning in the light of the achievement of ECOWAS relate to 

the strides made in the wider security spectrum. Of significant mention in this regard are: 

 

The Mechanism of 1999:- The adoption of the Mechanism Relating to the Protocol for Conflict Prevention, 

Management, Resolution, Peacekeeping and Security in 1999 set the tone for a structured approach to the peace and 

security initiatives of ECOWAS. The structures established by this Mechanism, including the Commission for 

Political Affairs Peace and Security, are at the forefront of the wider peace and security pursuits of ECOWAS. 

Additionally, the ideals of the supplementary Protocol on Good Governance and Democracy seek to fill the 

governance deficits that threaten security and stability in the sub-region.
41

 

 

Small Arms and Light Weapons Control: -As far back as 1998, ECOWAS had adopted a voluntary moratorium 

on the importation and Exportation of light weapons into West Africa.
42

 This was part of strategies to control the 

supply of weapons to the warring factions in Liberia and also forestall the use of the territories of member states for 

transfer of arms and ammunition for the destabilization of any part of the sub-region. The Moratorium was 

transformed into a binding Convention on Small Arms and Light Weapons,
43

 their Ammunition and Other Related 

Material in 2006. Once again, the response of member states is one area that could have been better. Investment in 

some of the structures proposed by the above-mentioned Convention are insufficient and in most cases, non-

existent. For example, most of the national commissions for small arms recommended by the Convention lack 

resources to work with. Additionally, none of the member states has set up a national database of small arms and 
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light weapons, the pillars for a sub-regional database that could enhance inter-national information sharing on small 

arms.
44

 

 

Conflict Prevention Including early warning and response – The comprehensive conflict prevention framework of 

ECOWAS adopted in 2008 continues to guide its conflict prevention initiatives. The framework uses the ECOWAS 

instruments of peace and security, legal, and operational frameworks to manage anticipated and on-going conflicts 

situations in the sub-region. Relevant structures have been created at the ECOWAS Commission including a 

conflict desk and an observation and monitoring unit. The latter runs the ECOWAS early warning system with 

technical assistance from WANEP. It also uses the ECOWAS Council of the Wise
45

 and the Mediation and 

Security Council to spearhead its early response initiatives. There have been other initiatives on counter terrorism 

and narcotics drugs which ECOWAS continues to pursue.
46

 

 

Strategic Positioning of issues on Regional Security  
Currently, the ECOWAS Commission is taking steps to reinforce its agenda of supra-nationality which basically 

seeks to ensure that the legal and policy documents it adopts become directly binding on its member states. Such a 

move will certainly curtail the dragging impact of ratification process, which delays the period between adoption of 

Protocols and time that such Protocols secure the minimum required ratifications in order to enter into force. A 

much more ground breaking initiative is in the offing, seeking to place a limit of two terms of office for presidents 

in ECOWAS member states. When it materializes, ECOWAS would have addressed the politically orchestrated 

constitutional crises often thrown up by sitting presidents, and thereby prevent them from manipulating national 

constitutions.
47

 On this particular point, it would be remiss in this article if it fails to recognize the conscious efforts 

by ECOWAS to recognize the work and value of credible society organization and what they bring, to the sub-

regional table of ideas and innovation. Specifically, WANEP has been working with and for ECOWAS since its 

inception in 1998 and there have been several other civil society contributions to ECOWAS over the years. 

Mention can be made of the West Africa Action Network on Small Arms (WAANSA), the West Africa Network 

for Security and Democratic Governance (WANSED), the West Africa Civil Society Forum (WACSOF) and the 

West Africa Civil Society Institute (WACSI). There are many more civil society actors that deserve mention but for 

want of time.
48

 

 

4. Challenges Confronting the ECOWAS 
The ECOWAS is a troubled union with quite a number of challenges threatening its relevance. In as much as the 

nearly four decades union has managed to survive so far, it has only remain a talk-shop with its documents being a 

compendium of finesse intellectual rhetoric and policy option devoid of political will to set conventions flying and 

troubled by other socio-cultural elements. The persistence of these challenges portends the ECOWAS as defective 

and when overcome signals the renaissance of the Community comity unity of states. These challenges are 

discussed under two themes and elaborated herein below. 

 

The Trade Factor and the Economy of Member states 
Economic challenges are ever surfacing in the integration bid of the ECOWAS, posing one of the greatest 

challenging on the way of the establishment of an integrated market, with Common External Tariff (CET).
49

 The 

economy of the community has posed serious challenges to the attainment of its purpose. Member countries are 

ranked within the brackets of Highly Indebted Nations, poorest countries by wealth estimate and or within the 

parameters of any other measurement indicators commensurable with underdevelopment, rural economy or 

otherwise. The narrowness of the community‟s market is a serious challenge in this direction. There is no gain 

saying that the volume of intra West African trade is small. This is owed to the fact that states of the community are 

all developing and unindustrialized, as such suppliers of raw materials. Trade is the nucleus of successful 
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integration and as such a potent indicator for the measurement of performance, however, the ECOWAS has not 

fared well in intra-regional trade.
50

 Trade within the community is yet to be monopolized; imports are not 

streamlined and custom procedures are not transparent. There is only a slight increase in the performance of export 

revenues usually from a few primary commodities or from a single product mineral commodity.
51

 Its disclosure is 

that the economy of all the member state of the community is import driven. This is owed to the fact that they are 

all producers of close to homogenous raw material with only exceptions in the area of export of mineral resources 

which as well is not fair economic indicator in development. The best of integration, or better put, the essence of 

integration is best achieved when the economies of the integrating countries are so heterogeneously diffused in 

trade commodity as to accommodate a reasonable interdependence within the region first and secondly sustain a 

collective trading bloc in relation to other states outside the bloc.
52

 

 

Financial Sector disparities and Poor payment system 
There is a wide gulf between the financial sectors of states of the Community. Countries like Nigeria boast of banks 

with a strong capital base while their counterparts are nowhere close in this regard. This is to say that the financial 

sector services amongst the community members are still rudimentary,
53

 without existence of uniform 

regulatory/supervisory rules and an inefficient fund transfer and payment system characterized by delays due to 

interbank Information Technology (IT) incompatibility platform as well as varying inconsistent national payment 

regulatory legislations. This is particularly unbridled in Nigeria. However, the diffusion of Nigerian banks 

operations in most West African states, seeks to arrest this challenge but to a molecular extent; banking 

correspondence is virtually low, leading to high transaction cost and low trade intensity. The West African 

Monetary Agency is yet to put in place an effective regional payments system. The payment system is still 

complicated; with most of the currencies of the region not convertible, and the various exchange regulations 

impeding the flow of capital within the zone.
54

 

 

Infrastructure and Regulatory Challenges 
As the case with economically weak states, infrastructure, which should be a rudimentary fuel to development, is at 

its worst state in the community. Inter and intra-regional railings, road networks, energy, telecommunication 

facilities as well as expedient border ancillaries is still at an uncomfortable state. In the areas of telecommunication, 

ECOWAS‟s proposed fused telecom network-which will link the entire region is still an optical illusion as inter 

regional calls are charged at international rate while commuters bear the rage of roam tariff/charges. A modernized 

and expanded network which would have a direct bearing on business activities and trade is yet to be achieved. 

ECOWAS proposed West African Gas-pipeline, between Nigeria, Ghana, Benin and Togo has recently been 

completed though with less than optimal productivity.
55

 

A closer study of ECOWAS infrastructural as well as (physical) integrative development initiative reveals a 

voluntarily involvement of only few members of the community who feels that their development/interest is 

maximized individually by such projects. Only few of the state are to make short term sacrifices for the long term 

benefit of integrated market of the region. The tenacity a which the members states of the community guide their 

borders with quadrupled check-points is a reminder that the whole essence of market integration of the community 

is a theory yet to be absolved in practice by most states of the community. Odularu reported thus: 

According to an ECOWAS study, there are seven checkpoints in every 100km on the road 

between Lagos and Abidjan; two on every 100km stretch between Accra and Ouagadougou, etc. 

the implication of this is that it has encouraged the corrupt government law enforcement agents to 

consistently harass and extort money from regional citizens, there by undermining regional 

economic activities.
56

 

 

Free moment of persons, goods, services and capital is very strategic for the actualization of the ECOWAS‟s vision 

of a borderless community with closely knit economic base that possesses the capacity to meet the social, cultural 
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and technological aspiration of member states. Road network is the blood of transportation within and among the 

ECOWAS community. In respect to this, the ECOWAS member states have ratified certain protocols; protocol
57

 

promotes the gain of migration as a development vehicle in the sub-region, and on Road Transportation and 

Governance, the Heads of States of ECOWAS states ratified Convention with intent of regulating interstate road 

transport.
58

 This Protocol is designed to encourage unfettered movement of nevertheless, despite all these protocols, 

free movement of persons, goods and services exist only on paper. 

 

By opening up the frontiers of the sub-region to competitive industrial activities, it helps to contribute to the 

process of building strong domestic economies by the participation of community citizens in the capital and 

intimidation (at the borders) is choking to moribund. Unnecessary checkpoints and barriers are infrastructural 

disadvantaged, totality militating against developments and needs efforts to be expedited on the checkpoints on 

selected routes of the community highways are characterized by inhuman treatment and extortion from commuters; 

officers arbitrarily impose charges for stamping of passport at checkpoints.
59

 

 

5. Violent Conflicts and Civil Strife in West Africa 
Ending violent conflicts in West Africa remains one of the main challenges of the sub-region. This is possibly 

attributed to the sudden shift from inter-state to intra state conflicts that characterized most part of the late 1980s 

through to the 21
st
 century posing a new challenge of intra-state peace consolidation and conflict prevention. 

Particular for a number of actors including the sub-regional bloc, the Economic Community of West African States 

(ECOWAS) which was set up to build economic integration.
60

 Nevertheless, over the years, states, the ECOWAS, 

Civil Society groups and the International Community have taken measures to resolve and end violent conflicts in 

the sub-region. Examples can be cited of ECOWAS‟ timely response to the violent civil wars that erupted in 

Liberia and Sierra Leone in 1989 and 1991 respectively through the deployment of the ECOWAS Monitoring 

Group (ECOMOG).
61

 Despite these efforts which have achieved some appreciable success, the cradle of peace and 

stability in the sub-region remains brittle and the possibility of a resurgence of seemingly ended conflicts is high.
62

 

Buttressing the latter is the example of West Africa‟s first Republic state, Liberia, where the country relapsed into a 

second civil war in 1999 after ECOWAS Cease fire intervention ended the first civil war in 1996. In the period 

between 2010 and 2011, Cote d‟Ivoire almost plunged back into civil war after its disputed November 2010 

election led to violent confrontations between loyalists of then President Laurent Gbago and opposition Alassane 

Ouattara claiming the lives of over 3000 Ivoirians and displacing many.
63

 These few examples raise questions on 

the capacity and mechanisms used to resolve conflicts in West Africa and the effectiveness of these mechanisms to 

ensure sustainable peace in the sub-region.
64

 The paper posits that failure to identify and thoroughly address the 

fundamental causes of West Africa‟s violent conflicts and civil strife would likely cause the sub-region to continue 

experiencing and suffering the brunt of these violent wars. Against this background, the author attempts to support 

discourses on violent conflicts and civil strife in West Africa by first giving an overview of violent conflicts and 

civil strife in the sub-region; identifying and expatiating on the causes of these conflicts; elaborate on existing 

initiatives; identifying challenges impeding efforts towards ending conflicts in the sub-region; and finally 

concluding with prospects for future conflict resolution.
65
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Conceptualizing Conflicts and War Ending in West Africa 
The conceptualization of conflicts and war ending is dynamic and constantly evolving particularly in the post-cold 

war era. With the paradigmatic shift from inter-state to intra-state conflicts, many literatures have different 

definitions and concepts of conflict and its resolution. To Bernard Mayer
66

 conflicts can be explained through a 

three-dimensional lens. That is „conflict as perception,‟ „conflict as feeling‟ and „conflict as action.‟ As a 

perception, Mayer identifies that conflict is often the conviction that „one‟s own needs, interests, wants, or values 

are incompatible with someone else‟.
67

 As a feeling, conflict can be expressed through several emotions including 

„fear, anger, bitterness, sadness, hopelessness‟ or the combination of these.
68

 Finally, Mayer highlights that conflict 

involves actions which may be „violent or destructive‟.
69

 To the ECOWAS, conflict is defined as „contradictions 

inherent in power relations and which manifest themselves in individual and group interactions with one another 

and with nature in the pursuit of limited resources or opportunities‟.
70

For the purposes of this article, conflict could 

be seen as a violent expression of disagreements and frustration often arising from unmet needs and aspirations. As 

indicated earlier, while conflicts are not always violent, the ones that have affected West Africa have been 

characterized by violence and brutality. While the conceptualization of low intensity conflicts (LIC) remains 

unclear, this article refers to LIC as prolonged, subtle yet staid altercations between different groups often with 

socio-economic, political and military intentions, LIC has the potential of erupting into full-blown conflict if 

unresolved.
71

 

 

Invariably, conflicts in West Africa have been notably fuelled by multiple interrelated causal factors including 

poverty, human rights violations, bad governance and corruption, ethic marginalization and small arms 

proliferation.
72

 While the above causes persist, some of the conflicts that have occurred in the sub-region have been 

linked to certain triggers which often ignite the uprisings.
73

 According to ECOWAS, as defined in its Conflict 

Prevention Framework 2008, thee triggers are associated with sudden happenings that arouse tensions often leading 

to violent conflicts.
74

 For example, the 2012 coup d’état in Mali was reportedly triggered by the lack of support 

from the Traore regime to the Malian army to handle the Tuareg rebellion in January 2012 which led to the death of 

several national soldiers.
75

 

 

6. Reasons Why Morocco Does Not Want To Join the North African Development Community 
The big question begging for an answer now is where Morocco fits in geographically or politically. Morocco is not 

in West Africa. None of the countries in the sub – regional organization is an Arab Country. Morocco squarely falls 

within the North Africa geographical zone, and it should be treated as such. Morocco must respect the sovereignty 

of a nation to be independent. If the AU and the UN will recognize SADR, why should Morocco not do so? Worst 

still, the king of Morocco would have attended the last summit of ECOWAS, if Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin 

Netanyahu did not attend the summit as an invitee of the sub regional body. This is happening when Morocco has 

not been officially admitted as a member. She left AU for more than three decades, only to rejoin last year. If other 

countries of the world behaved as Morocco did, would then be an AU today.Morocco has been having a running 

battle with African Union more than three decades ago over the latter‟s recognition of Sahrawi Arab Democratic 

Republic (SADR) as an independent nation and a member of the African Union. A liberation movement, called 

Polisaro Front was a precursor to the independence of SADR from Spain in 1975, and she declared her republic in 
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1976. Morocco withdrew her membership from OAU until she rejoined in the last summit of the AU held earlier in 

2017. She withdrew her membership for thirty – three years. Up till date, Morocco has not recognized the said 

SADR, despite the United Nations (UN) and the AU‟s recognition. Morocco still boasts that SADR is part of her 

territory. The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights adopted by the General Assembly of 

the UN and which came into force on January 3
, 
1976 provides under article 1 that all countries have the right of 

self-determination. And by the virtue of this right, they freely determine their political status, and freely pursue 

their economic, social and cultural development. On state secession, Shaw said: 

Political entities are not immutable. They are subject to change. New states appear and old 

state disappears. Federations merge, dissolution and secessions take place. International law 

has to incorporate such events into its general framework with minimum of disruption and 

instability. Such changes have come to the fore since the end of the Second World War and the 

establishment of over 100 new, independent countries.
76

 

 

In essence what happened in SADR is not new in international politics. The old Yugoslavia has been dismembered 

into so many sovereign states. Even the racist government of the Apartheid in Southern African had to let those 

countries go. What is more, Sudan, at last had to allow South Sudan to be independent.
77

 

 

7. Countries that have been Denied Membership of International Organizations 

If Morocco is denied membership of ECOWAS, it will not be the first country to be denied such a place especially 

where that country does not belong to geographic entity of the bloc intended to be joined. This writer is not 

unaware that Turkey which had 97percent of her territory in Asia wanted to join the European Union (EU) since 

1987. Despite the fact that Turkey is an invaluable bridge between Europe and Asia that would have invigorated 

Europe‟s relation with fast evolving regions like the energy rich Caucasus and Central Asia, to the new Middle East 

emerging from the Arab Spring, she was not admitted.
78

 Also Turkey‟s unique geo strategic position, plus the 

strength of NATO‟s second largest Army which would have greatly be an advantage to EU, her application was 

still rejected.
79

 The EU has a lot of advantages to gain should they allow Turkey to join. These includes but not 

limited to assistance in refugee issues, creating a synergy in fighting the rise of Islamic State in Iraq and Syria 

(ISIS) and providing employment for EU markets. Others are, in the areas of culture and boosting her economy 

with the abundant oil and gas supplies and thereby creating a free trade zone. Turkey has also started to adhere to 

EU laws by abolishing the death penalty and introducing tougher laws against torture as well as moderate reforms 

to help women.
80

 Despite all the above advantages on the part of the EU, Turkey membership was denied.
81

 

Ukraine and Georgia have also attempted to join North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in the past, though 

Ukraine has had a partnership with NATO since the 1990s; sending troops to work with the alliance in Iraq and 

Afghanistan, though the nature of the partnership has been very loose much like Georgia, another former Soviet 

State seeking to shake off Russia influence, Ukraine sought NATO membership in 2008.
82

 Even President George 

Bush of U.S was a supporter of Ukraine‟s bid. Russia, however was openly hostile to Ukraine‟s membership, the 

Kremlin opposed any eastward expansion of the alliance than the French Prime Minister Francois Fillion was also 

quoted as saying that: „We are opposed to the entry of Georgia and Ukraine because we think that is not a good 

answer to the balance of power within Europe and between Europe and Russia‟.
83
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During NATO 2008 summit in Bucharest, Romania, the issue was discussed and after opposition from French and 

Germany, a decision was made to offer neither Ukraine nor Georgia a NATO membership. This clearly shows that 

if ECOWAS should deny membership to Morocco it does not mean that Morocco is discriminated against because 

membership of NATO even cuts across continent, whereas, ECOWAS is a sub-regional organization. Again, the 

Treaty that established ECOWAS did not envisage that a non- West African country will want to join the sub-

regional organization. The Treaty provides: „The members of the community, hereinafter referred to as the member 

states, shall be the states that ratify this treaty and such other West Africa States as may accede to it.‟
84

 Morocco as 

a country did not apply to join ECOWAS during the crisis in Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea Bissau or Cote d‟ 

Ivorie. In the history of ECOWAS, this was a most agonizing moment for this economic block.
85

 Hundreds of 

thousands of lives were lost in the ranging wars that swept like holocaust through these countries between 1989 to 

early 2000.
86

 Morocco is also not known to have condemned the illegal usurp of office by some head of states, for 

example Faure Eyadema of Togo when his father, Gnassigbe Eyadema died,
87

 Blaise Campaore of Burkina Faso
88

 

and Laurent Gbagbo
89

 refusal to leave office after having been defeated in office as incumbents. She has never 

condemned the Tuaregs of Northern Mali fighting the central government of that country,
90

 nor has she supported 

the Multinational Task Force, comprising Nigeria, Cameroun Niger and Chad fighting the Boko Haram 

insurgency.
91

 Her voice was not heard during the dreaded Ebola virus outbreak some countries of the West African 

sub region went through between 2014 and 2015.
92

 It is humbly submitted that Morocco should be told in 

unmistaken terms to join the sub-regional body to which she belongs. More so, all the countries of the West African 

Sub-regions are all practicing democracy, whereas Morocco is a monarchical set up. It will be a slap in the face to 

allow Morocco to join ECOWAS or any other sub-regional body to which it does not belong geographically. 

 

8. Conclusion 

Ending violent conflict and civil wars in the West Africa sub-region is one of the greatest tasks at present. The 

ECOWAS platform is a veritable and fundamental platform that even the whole Africa can build upon if it stands 

solidly. Conflicts and instability are distractive to the community. She does not need Morocco to survive; rather, it 

may lead to suspicion and unending rivalry that will not augur well for the growth and the development of the 

economic community. Civil Society Organizations (CSO) should be alive and active. An end must come to regime 

elongation in all the countries that made up this economic block. Morocco should learn how to tolerate her 

neighbor since the UN, the AU and other international bodies have recognized SADR. The role Morocco intends to 

play in West Africa can be better played when she joins any of the two sub-regional bodies in North Africa.    
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