International Review of Law and Jurisprudence (IRLJ) 6 (1) January 2024

THE IMPACT OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AND JURISPRUDENCE ON CONTEMPORARY SOCIETAL
CHALLENGES*

Abstract

Our world grapples with a multitude of interconnected challenges, and international law and jurisprudence serve as a
crucial, yet constantly evolving, framework for addressing them. The objective of this research is to highlight the impact
of international law and jurisprudence on contemporary societal challenges. The methodology adopted for this research
is the doctrinal research method and data were collected through reference to primary sources such as laws, treaties,
and judicial decisions, and through secondary sources such as books, journals, and online publications. It was found
that international law and jurisprudence influence global governance, human rights protection, conflict resolution,
environmental conservation, and economic development in a bid to address contemporary societal challenges such as
poverty and inequality, climate change and environmental degradation, global health pandemics, human rights
violations, and cybersecurity threats among others. Despite the efforts made by international law, it is faced with myriad
of challenges such as lack of enforcement mechanisms, power dynamics and geopolitical interests, resource constraints
and capacity gaps, and rapidly evolving societal challenges among others. Addressing these challenges requires
concerted efforts to strengthen international legal frameworks, enhance institutional capacities, promote adherence to
legal norms, and foster multilateral cooperation and dialogue.
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1. Introduction

A framework for resolving complicated international issues that go beyond national boundaries is provided by
international law, which comprises treaties, conventions, customary law, and principles acknowledged by states. The idea
of jurisprudence is closely related to the method used to apply and enforce international law. It becomes a hollow and
ineffectual system if there is no way to guarantee that governments follow international law and incorporate it into their
domestic laws.! The science and philosophy of law known as jurisprudence uses a variety of strategies to attempt to
establish a link between domestic and international law. State-centricity characterizes the conventional model of
international law. But in recent times, there has been a change away from this and toward people being granted more
freedom and rights under international law. With the founding of the United Nations and the League of Nations in the
20th century, the importance of international law increased significantly. The importance of international law as a means
of bringing about peace and averting another world war has become clear. The relevance of international law in defining
a world free from atrocities and war crimes has been further highlighted by the founding of the International Criminal
Court recently.

2. Meaning of International Law and Jurisprudence

International Law

The regulation and promotion of state cooperation is known as international law. It has nothing to do with a state's or
government's internal operations; rather, it is a means of guaranteeing that states honour voluntary promises.? Treaties
and other agreements between nations are examples of commitments, and international law often addresses the rights and
responsibilities of states with regard to these agreements. The corpus of law known as international law is that which
arises from and is acknowledged by governments as obligatory on them in their interactions with one another, and which
functions to control one another's intentions and actions in order to maintain social order. It is a broad and encompassing
rule that, in theory, governs the whole society of states. It is based on how states interact with one another and is intended
to be implemented inasmuch as there are interests that are shared by a number of states.® It includes the broad legal
concepts outlined in the works of the most skilled publicists, as well as subsidiary legislation and the rulings of
international courts; moreover, it includes legislation specifically agreed upon in treaties, conventions, or other forms of
agreements.

Jurisprudence
A reflective act that seeks to shed light on the scope and purposes of the law, the meaning and veracity of particular laws,
the context of their historical and social development, the standards by which they should be evaluated, and the overall
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fairness or systemic integrity of the legal system as a whole is known as jurisprudence.* Jurisprudence's two facets are
related to one another. Because there is a more expansive and critical jurisprudence that must rise above dogmatics and
draw from the social sciences and philosophy, as well as a more limited and dogmatic jurisprudence that can be thought
of as only a portion of the law it investigates.® As one shifts from a more focused to a more comprehensive study, there
may be times when a jurist, wanting to address a sizable and knowledgeable audience, can yearn for a real legal
philosophy that is yet unfulfilled while veering away from the polemics and details of their immediate professional
activity.® This type of philosophy needs to be authentic critical jurisprudence, even though it may also be considered
philosophy. Law is a cognitive endeavour on all fronts, from abstract philosophy to codification. If a body of legal
doctrine or theory is deemed satisfying by its proponents overall, it is considered satisfactory. It is evaluated based on its
ability to successfully appeal to the goals and genuine interests or wants of the time. One can apply a standard to evaluate
all laws. Ignorance of judgment breeds mistake and impedes the development of just legislation. Although the standard
is not always clear-cut, a theory of law arises when it is and is supported by reasoning. Regarding real legislation, it is
meta critical, and the ensuing advocacy for change may be reform rather than revolution.

3. Contemporary Societal Challenges

In the modern period, societies all over the world are dealing with a wide range of issues. It is challenging for
governments, organizations, and people to successfully handle these concerns because of their complexity and variety.
Some of the most urgent aspects of today's society issues will be discussed in this article, such as social injustice, political
divisiveness, economic disparity, and climate change. These problems take many different forms and affect people,
communities, and countries all over the world. Common examples of today's socioeconomic issues are as follows:

Poverty and Inequality

In many areas of the world, persistent poverty and growing economic inequality continue to be major problems that deny
people and communities access to needs like food, shelter, healthcare, and education. Social conflicts, social
cohesiveness, and prospects for social mobility are all exacerbated and undermined by economic disparity.”

Climate Change and Environmental Degradation

The Earth is seriously threatened by climate change, which will result in increased temperatures, harsh weather, rising
sea levels, a decline in biodiversity, and environmental degradation. Deforestation, the use of fossil fuels, and industrial
pollution are examples of human actions that harm the environment, jeopardize ecosystems, and exacerbate natural
catastrophes.®

Global Health Pandemics

Global health pandemics and infectious disease outbreaks, like the COVID-19 pandemic, present serious obstacles to
socioeconomic stability, medical care, and public health. Risks are increased and worldwide medical resources are
strained by growing infections, antibiotic resistance, and deficiencies in medical facilities and access.®

3.4 Political Instability and Conflict

Human rights abuses, humanitarian crises, and displacement are caused by the persistence of political upheaval,
dictatorship, and armed war in different countries. Long-lasting wars and regional instability are caused by a number of
factors, including religious fanaticism, ethnic disputes, ineffective leadership, and regional rivalry.

Migration and Refugee Crisis

Migration, refugee movements, and forced relocation continue to put pressure on international governance frameworks
and humanitarian efforts. Many people are forced to escape their homelands seeking safety, security, and opportunity
due to conflicts, oppression, natural catastrophes, and economic problems. This puts a strain on the capacity of host
nations and exacerbates social and political issues.*
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Technological Disruption and Digital Divide

Artificial intelligence, automation, and digitalization are examples of rapid technology breakthroughs that bring potential
for innovation and growth, but they also worsen socioeconomic inequality and cause disruptions in the labour market.?
The digital divide exacerbates social exclusion by widening gaps in access to technology, information, and digital skills.
This limits possibilities for vulnerable people.

Human Rights Violations and Social Justice

Human rights violations, discrimination, institutional racism, and social injustice continue to be widespread problems
that threaten people's equality, dignity, and general well-being. Injustices are sustained and confidence in democratic
institutions and the rule of law is undermined by structural disparities, systematic prejudice, and accountability
shortcomings.®®

Urbanization and Urban Challenges

There are many intricate issues relating to housing, transportation, infrastructure development, service accessibility, and
environmental sustainability that arise with rapid urbanization and expansion. Urban poverty, the spread of slums, and
environmental degradation are caused by pressures associated with population density, resource scarcity, social
inequality, and poor urban design.'

Cybersecurity Threats and Digital Risks

Data breaches, privacy violations, cybersecurity risks, and digital vulnerabilities have all increased with the spread of
digital technology and internet connectivity. The faith that people have in digital systems and institutions is eroded by
cyberattacks, hacking, misinformation operations, and online radicalization.'® These threats affect people, organizations,
and vital infrastructure.

Ethical Dilemmas and Techno-Ethical Challenges

Technological advances like biotechnology, genetic engineering, and artificial intelligence give rise to ethical quandaries
that pose serious concerns about human dignity, privacy, autonomy, and consent.'® When developing and implementing
emerging technologies, techno-ethical difficulties necessitate giving serious thought to ethical principles, social values,
and human rights frameworks.

4. Prospects of International Law and Jurisprudence in Addressing Contemporary Societal Challenges

Protection of Human Rights

Promoting human rights is one of the main ways that international law addresses current societal issues. International
human rights legislation'” lays forth the freedoms and rights to which every person is entitled, irrespective of their gender,
country, or race. By creating a universal norm for human rights, nations are obliged to respect the rights of every person
residing inside their boundaries and are held responsible for their conduct. Universal guidelines for the defence and
advancement of fundamental liberties and rights, including the right to health and education, the right to a fair trial, and
the rights to life, liberty, and personal security, are established by international human rights law. International tribunal
and human rights body case law analyses and upholds these standards, holding nations responsible for transgressions and
offering victims' remedies.*® The foundational declaration outlining fundamental human rights that are inherent to every
person, regardless of nationality, culture, or religion, is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).% It is the
basis of international human rights law, which addresses matters such as arbitrary detention, discrimination, torture, and
human trafficking. A network of agreements and treaties known as the International Women's Rights Law aims to
empower women and eliminate gender inequity. These agreements guarantee access to healthcare and education while
addressing concerns like as violence against women and discrimination.
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Conflict Prevention and Resolution

With the use of instruments like diplomacy, peacekeeping, and conflict mediation, international law is essential to the
prevention and resolution of armed conflicts. International criminal courts try those guilty of war crimes, crimes against
humanity, and genocide. Treaties like the United Nations Charter of 1945 and the Geneva Conventions of 1949 set
guidelines for governments' behaviour during armed wars. International agreements, such as the Non-Proliferation
Treaty, serve as checkpoints with the goal of limiting WMDs and averting disastrous wars. By looking into and trying
people for crimes against humanity, war crimes, and genocide, the International Criminal Court (ICC) acts as a
deterrence.® This encourages leaders who break international law to be held accountable. The goal of international
humanitarian law is to limit suffering and fatalities among civilians during armed conflicts. It sets limits on certain
weapons and strategies, safeguards civilians and POWSs, and creates standards for the use of force. When it comes to
combating the problems of terrorism and transnational crime, international law is essential. In order to counter these
dangers and preserve the rule of law, nations must cooperate given the growth of transnational criminal networks and
terrorist groups. International law guarantees that those who commit acts of terrorism and transnational crime are held
responsible for their activities and provide channels for collaboration in this struggle.?

Environmental Protection and Sustainability

Worldwide environmental problems including pollution, deforestation, climate change, and biodiversity loss are covered
by international environmental law. In order to reduce environmental degradation and advance sustainable development,
international collaboration and action are facilitated by treaties like the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change.? Through the establishment of global emission reduction objectives, the Paris Agreement
presents a unified front against climate change. In addition to addressing cross-border pollution, biodiversity loss, and
endangered species safety, treaties also encourage sustainable behaviours and stop environmental deterioration. The
usage of global waters, notably navigation, rights to fishing, and the discovery and use of marine resources, is governed
by the Laws of the Sea.?® It seeks to prevent international disputes over these common resources and guarantee an
environmentally friendly utilization of the seas.

Promotion of Economic Development

The regulation of multinational enterprises is a crucial facet of international law that pertains to the resolution of modern
societal issues. Multinational firms, which frequently conduct business across borders and legal jurisdictions, have
emerged as significant participants in the global economy as a result of the growth of globalization.?* International law
establishes guidelines and expectations for business conduct, making sure businesses follow moral principles and respect
human rights. International trade law creates guidelines for tariff reductions, trade liberalization, and dispute resolution
procedures, which promote economic progress and collaboration.?> Open markets, just competition, and economic
integration are encouraged by treaties like those governed by the World Trade Organization (WTO), which helps to
reduce poverty and increase wealth on a worldwide scale.?

Public Health and Disease Control

When it comes to solving global health issues like pandemics and infectious illnesses, international law is essential. A
legal foundation for organizing interventions for public health crises of global importance is provided by the International
Health Regulations (IHR), which also make information exchange, monitoring and reaction measures easier. The World
Health Organization (WHO) coordinates global efforts to combat infectious illnesses and advance everyone's physical
and mental well-being.?” It is essential in establishing global health policies that will prevent and manage pandemics.
International agreements aim to achieve an equilibrium between guaranteeing accessible, reasonably priced critical
medications, especially for poor nations, and safeguarding the intellectual property rights of pharmaceutical corporations,
which encourage innovation and research.
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Protection of Refugees and Migrants

Tackling the issues of migration and refugees requires the use of international law. Countries must cooperate in order to
protect and aid those in need, as millions of people have been forced from their domiciles as a result of environmental
catastrophes, violence, and oppression. International law, in particular humanitarian law and refugee law, provide a
framework for nations to work together to meet the needs of refugees and guarantee the protection of their rights.2®
Refugees, asylum seekers, and migrants who are escaping persecution, conflict, and human rights violations are protected
by international refugee law and human rights law.?® International human rights organizations interpret and implement
laws pertaining to migrants and refugees, while treaties like the 1951 Refugee Convention and its Protocol provide rights
and duties for nations for the protection and aid of refugees.*

Cybersecurity and Digital Governance

In addition, international law is essential for tackling the problems associated with cyberwarfare and cybersecurity. The
growing dependence of society on digital technology has made governments and companies extremely concerned about
the risk of cyberattacks and data breaches. International law lays out guidelines for appropriate online conduct and offers
channels for governments to work together to combat cyberthreats and maintain internet security. Data protection, digital
governance, and cybersecurity concerns are among the new issues in cyberspace that international law is beginning to
address. In order to combat cyber dangers and safeguard individuals' rights in the digital age, treaties and agreements like
the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and the Budapest Convention on Cybercrime aim to standardize legal
frameworks and foster collaboration.

5. The Impediments Faced in The Application of International Law and Jurisprudence to address Societal
Challenges

Although international law and jurisprudence are essential in tackling today's social issues, there are a number of obstacles
that limit their applicability. Among the principal difficulties are:

Lack of Enforcement Mechanisms

Because there is no centralized system for enforcing international law, it is challenging to maintain adherence to legal
standards and hold those who violate them responsible.3! States' desire to fulfill their legal commitments and enact
domestic legislation that complies with international norms determines the efficacy of international legal mechanisms.

State Sovereignty and Non-Intervention

The international community's capacity to get involved in situations involving human rights abuses, armed conflict, or
other crises among independent nations may be constrained by the principles of state sovereignty and non-intervention
in internal affairs.®? Nations may claim sovereignty as a defence against outside inspection or interference, which makes
it more difficult to successfully handle global problems.

Weak Institutional Frameworks

International organizations like the United Nations and its specialized agencies that are in charge of carrying out and
upholding international law may have difficulties because of a lack of funding, political restrictions, and ineffective
bureaucracy. International legal principles might be difficult to apply and enforce if institutions are weak.

Divergent Interpretations and Legal Pluralism

It can be challenging to come to an agreement on legal norms and standards due to differing interpretations of
international law and legal diversity across governments and legal systems. Conflicting interpretations of international
legal concepts can be brought about by differences in political beliefs, legal traditions, and cultural norms, which can
hinder collaboration and group efforts.

Power Dynamics and Geopolitical Interests

The implementation of international law can be influenced by the power dynamics and geopolitical objectives of nations,
which may result in the politicization of legal procedures, selective enforcement, or double standards. Strong
governments have the capacity to sway court decisions or avoid responsibility, which damages the legitimacy and
efficiency of international legal systems.
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Resource Constraints and Capacity Gaps

Many poor nations lack the institutional skills, knowledge, and resources necessary to carry out and abide by their legal
commitments on a global scale. These nations' ability to solve modern social issues including poverty, environmental
degradation, and public health crises is hampered by a lack of resources, institutional flaws, and competence shortages.*?

Non-State Actors and Transnational Challenges

Non-state actors, such as terrorist organizations, multinational businesses, and non-governmental organizations, are
becoming more and more important in determining world events and creating transnational problems.3* Effective non-
state actor regulation may be difficult for international law to achieve, leaving gaps in governance and accountability.

Fragmentation and Inconsistencies

Legal frameworks may have contradictions, overlaps, and gaps as a result of the dispersion of international law across
many treaties, legal regimes, and judicial bodies. Disputes over jurisdiction, conflicting legal interpretations, and
conflicting legal standards can make it difficult to solve modern societal issues in a thorough and cogent way. %

Rapidly Evolving Societal Challenges

Global concerns such as cyberwarfare and space exploration are rapidly evolving, and international law frequently finds
it difficult to keep up with these developments.®® The process of creating new international legal frameworks can be
drawn out and difficult as member nations with different interests must come to an agreement.

6. Conclusion and Recommendations

All things considered, international law and jurisprudence are essential in tackling the problems facing modern society
because they offer normative frameworks, legal procedures, and channels for international collaboration and
responsibility. Nonetheless, there are still issues with applying and upholding international legal standards, such as
noncompliance, insufficient resources for enforcement, and geopolitical conflicts. In order to effectively manage complex
global concerns and advance the rule of law in the international system, it is imperative that ongoing efforts be made to
develop international legal frameworks, encourage adherence to international standards, and improve systems for
accountability and dispute resolution. Worldwide, law and jurisprudence, in spite of its shortcomings, are an essential
instrument for creating worldwide standards, encouraging collaboration, and addressing global issues. International law
will need to keep developing in order to handle this complexity and establish a more equitable and peaceful global order
as the world struggles with new problems like cyberwarfare and space exploration. International law continues to be a
vital foundation for resolving global concerns in spite of these obstacles. Here are a few possible directions to go: There
is need to strengthen the authority, means, and capabilities of global organizations, including the International Criminal
Court, the United Nations, and regional associations, to efficiently execute and uphold international legal standards. It is
important to encourage initiatives aimed at enhancing the rule of law, encouraging responsible leadership, and battling
corruption both domestically and globally. There should also be encouraged obedience to international legal
commitments, develop and improve peer review procedures, monitoring systems, and compliance measures. Nations,
international organizations, members of civil society, and other stakeholders should engage in multilateralism,
communication, and collaboration in order to tackle global issues as a group. There is necessity to resolve power
disparities and geopolitical conflicts that compromise the efficacy of international law and jurisprudence by encouraging
fair representation and involvement of all states in international forums for decision-making, updating antiquated
international governance frameworks, and opposing hegemonic and unilateralistic actions. It is equally apt to study of
international law and jurisprudence among legal professionals, policymakers, civil society groups, and other stakeholders,
devote resources to legal education, training, and capacity-building efforts. Victims of armed conflicts, human rights
abuses, and other transnational issues should be helped to have universal access to justice and legal remedies by fortifying
national legal frameworks, setting up specialized courts and tribunals, and funding legal assistance initiatives that enable
people and communities to file complaints and bring offenders accountable. Finally, it will be helpful to utilize innovation
and data statistics to find the latest developments in legal compliance; investigate blockchain technology for safe and
forthright record-keeping in legal processes; and create online tools for legal research, case management, and data
sharing. These strategies will help you make international legal mechanisms more effective and accessible.
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