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Xm[ 
Edemede nchqcha a lebara anya na mmqnwx Ijele, nke ebumnuche ya bx ka e si na ya wee 
kpqghachi xmxafq Igbo azx n’ihe banyere etimmmqnwx Ijele, q kachas[ n’oge ugbu a mba xwa 
dum na-agbakq qnx d[ ka otu obodo. Mmqnwx Ijele nwere qnqdx d[ elu na ndx nd[ Igbo, q bx 
nke a mere q bx ihe kwesiri ekwesi na nd[ Igbo lebaara ya anya n’xzq pxrx iche d[ ka onyinye ha 
na-enye n’amxma  mba[kqnxmbaxwa. Q bx n’ihi nke a ka e ji bagide edemede nchqcha a ka e 
wee si na ya zipxta na mmqnwx Ijele bx mmqnwx qd[nala Igbo ma bxrx nke ha kwesiri ijidesi 
aka ike d[ ka onyinye qd[nala  pxrx iche ha nwere. E mere nchqcha a n’agxmagx qd[nala site 
n’ihe a hxrx n’anya na n’ajxjx qnx ma gaa n’qbaakwxkwq na intanet[ ka agbadoro na ya na 
nchqcha a nke e ji ‘Atxtx Mkpqghaobi’ wee txchaa, ma bxrx n’isiokwu na-ekwx na mmqnwx 
Ijele bx onyinye nd[ Igbo nye qd[nala mb[akqnxmbaxwa d[ ka otu obodo. A hqqrq atxtx a iji 
txchaa edemede a, n’ihi na q bx atxtx site n’onyinyo ya ele qrxnka q bxla anya d[ ka ihe gazuru 
mba dum qnx, n’ihe e ji ya eme na uru q baara  nd[ nwe ya. A txchara xsa d[ iche iche e si n’xzq 
nd[ a nweta, nke e si na ha chqpxta na etimmmqnwx na qrxnka bx Ijele malitere n’ala Igbo 
zipxtara onyinyo zuru mba qnx bx mmqnwx. Q bx onyinye pxrx iche nd[ Igbo nwere inye 
n’amxma mb[akqnx nke qd[nala mba xwa. Edemede a ga-abara qhanaeze na onye qbxla nwere 
mmas[ na mb[akaqnxmbaxwa na mmqnwx Ijele uru. 
 
Abstract 

The study surveyed Ijele masquerade with the aim of redirecting the Igbo peoples’ attention to 
its rich cultural heritage, mostly this period when the world is fast becoming a global village. 
Ijele masquerade is held at high esteem amongst the Igbo, hence it is important to remind them 
of the need to take good care of it as a great contribution to the culture of globalization. This 
study is provoked on the passion to establish the need to guard the Ijele masquerade of Igbo 
Tradition with pride. The study area is on the Oral Literature. The data used in the study are 
sourced from personal observation, oral interview, library and internet. ‘Archtypal Theory’ is 
adopted for analysis of the study because of its deep concern on searching for universal 
symbols in the works of art. The findings revealed that Ijele masquerade of Igbo Tradition is a 
work of art that portrays the universal symbol of mask. It is a special contribution of Igbo to the 
culture of globalization. The research work will be of great value to the public, and any person 
interested in the study of globalization and Ijele masquerade.          
 
Ndubata 
Q bx mma onye nwere ka o ji ana aka. Nd[ Igbo bx agbxrx e ji qtxtx qd[nala pxrx iche wee mara. 
Mmqnwx na etimmmqnwx bx otu n’ime qd[nala na ihe nzuzo d[[r[ xmxnwoke d[ qkpx na ndx 
nd[ Igbo. N’xzq pxrx iche nd[ Igbo na-akwanyere mmqnwx ugwu na nsqpxrx n’ebe q d[ ukwuu. 
E nwere xd[ mmqnwx d[ iche iche a na-eti n’qd[nala Igbo, nke mmqnwx Ijele bu otu n’ime ha. Q 
bx ihe kwesiri ekwesi na nd[ Igbo gbara mbq n’xzq pxrx iche [hx na a chqgh[ aha ha achq 
n’qd[nala mba xwa, q kachas[ n’oge ugbu a mba dum na-agba mbq [b[akq qnx d[ ka otu obodo. 
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N’edemede nchqcha a gbadoro xkwx na mb[akqnxmbaxwa na etu mmqnwx Ijele  ga-esi wepxta 
aha nd[ Igbo d[ ka e  onyinye ha nyere qd[nala nke mba xwa nke na-aghq otu obodo n’ike n’ike. 
N’otu aka ahx a nq n’edemede a eme ka a mata na mmqnwx  Ijele nwere qd[nala Igbo pxrx iche 
q na-ezipxta nke pxtara ihe, site n’ihe a hxrx n’anya, ihe a nxrx na nt[ na ihe e kwuru n’qnx n’xd[ 
mkpar[taxka, egwu ma q bx abx. Q bx qd[nala nd[ a mere ka etimmmqnwx Ijele bxrx qpxrx iche 
n’omenala banyere etimmqnwx n’ala Igbo.Q bx nke a mere na o bx ihe kwesiri ekwesi ime ka q 
pxta ihe na mb[akqnx nke qd[nala mba xwa.  
 
Ebumnuche edemede nchqcha a bx ka e si na ya mee ka echiche nd[ mmadx q kachas[ xmxafq 
Igbo d[wanye qhxx n’ihe banyere mmqnwx Ijele d[ ka mmqnwx qd[nala Igbo, ma mee ka ugwu 
na nsqpxrx a na-akwanyere Ijele n’oge gboo ghara [la kpam kpam, maka na q bx otu n’ime 
emume qd[nala e ji mara nd[ Igbo. Ijele d[ ka mmqnwx qd[nala Igbo mara mma ma bxrxkwa ihe 
nkiri n’onwe ya, mere na nd[ Igbo si n’okwu bx na “Ijele na mmqnwx qzq anagh[ agba n’ama 
otu oge,” ezipxta ugwu na nsqpxrx mmqnwx Ijele nwere. Q bx mma mmqnwx Ijele mara na 
ebube ya, mere na mmadx na mmqnwx hxrx Ijele na-agba ya nkiri. Q bx nke a mere o ji d[ 
nnukwu mkpa na etimmmqnwx ahx d[ qkpx n’omenala Igbo, q kachs[ mmqnwx Ijele bx nke a 
ga-enye nkwado site n’iwebata ya n’qd[nala mba xwa, ka o bxrx ihe a ga-eji na-echeta agbxrx 
Igbo. N’otu ahx e si n’edemede a enye Ijele d[ ka mmqnwx qd[nala Igbo ohere n’edemede 
nchqcha d[ ka o kwesiri ya. Maka na o enwetabeghi ohere edemede nchqcha kwesiri ya, 
n’agbanyeghi etu nd[ Igbo si akwanyere ya ugwu na nsqpxrx na ndx ha. 
 
E nwegh[ nzube q bxla isi n’edemede a gbaa ihe nzuzo d[ na mmqnwx na etimmmqnwx nd[ Igbo 
n’anwx. Kama q bx xzq e si agwa nd[ Igbo na mmqnwx Ijele kwesiri ka a hazie ya d[ ka onyinye 
pxrx iche ha ga-enye qd[nala mba xwa. Ya mere na  q bx Ijele d[ ka mmqnwx qd[nala Igbo na 
emume qd[nala ya d[ ka qd[nala si n’Qmabala wee gbasaa n’ala Igbo ka  e lebanyere anya 
n’edemede a. Edemede a ga-abara qhanaeze uru. Nd[ q ga-abara uru n’xzq pxrx iche bx 
xmxakwxkwq, n’ihi na q ga-abxrx ha ebe nlere anya ga-eme ka ha nwe mbawanye na mmxta. 
Edemede a ga-abara nd[ nkxzi na ngalaba na-amx maka mb[akqnxmbaxwa, mmqnwx na qd[nala 
Igbo uru, n’ihi na q ga-emepe ha anya n’ihe banyere mmqnwx qd[nala  Igbo bu Ijele. Nke a ga-
eme ka ha nwe mmas[ na ya ma gaa n’ihu n’ikxziere ya xmxakwxkwq ha. Nd[ qzq edemede a 
ga-abara uru bx nd[ na-ede edemede nchqcha n’isiokwu nd[ agxpxtara n’elu ebe a, maka na q ga-
abxrx ha ebe mgbakwas[ xkwx n’edemede nchqcha ha. Q bx nke a mere na q d[ mkpa na e dere 
edemede nchqcha a iji si na ya chetara nd[ Igbo na mmqnwx Ijele bx onyinye ha nwere inye 
qd[nala mba xwa. 
 
Ntuleghar[ Agxmagx 
Ihe nd[ a ga-ahx n’ebe a bx atxtx nkqwa e ji txchaa edemede nchqcha a, ntuleghar[ atxtx 
edemede nkqwa, na nyochaa edemede nchqcha ga n’isiokwu gxnyere: Mb[akqnxmbaxwa, 
Mmqnwx, na mmqnwx Ijele. 
 
Atxtx Edemede Nkqwa 
Atxtx a gbadoro xkwx na ya n’edemede nchqcha a bx “Atxtx Mkpqghaobi.” Q bx Carl Jung nwa 
afq Mba Swiss onye biri ndx ya n’agbata afq 1875-1961 mere ka atxtx a pxta ihe. Atxtx a bx nke 
na-achqpxta ihe nd[ ahx d[ n’qrxnka ma q bx qdinala nke nwere otu xd[, na otu  echiche nyere 
onye q bxla. Mkpqghaobi d[ ka aha atxtx a si d[, na-akpqghach[ echiche mmadx n’ihe nd[ ahx 
nwere otu nghqta na nkwenye nyere mmadx niile mgbe q bxla a hxrx ha n’qrxnka n’xd[  onyinyo 
na qd[mara. 



NIGERIAN JOURNAL OF AFRICAN STUDIES (NJAS) VOLUME 1, NO 1, 2019 

 

3 
 

Kennedy na Gioia (2007:1520) zipxtara otu echiche a mgbe ha zipxtara na mmadx niile nwere 
ihe ha nwere otu nkwenye na ya. Ihe nd[ ahx na-ezipxta onwe ha n’xd[ qd[mara, agwa, qnqdx ma 
q bx onyinyo nke nwere otu mpxtara nyere qhanaeze. Etimmqnwx na nkwenye na mmxq bx otu 
n’ime ihe nd[ mmadx nwere otu nghqta na nkwenye banyere. Etimmqnwx bx otu ihe n’ime ihe 
nd[ mmadx ji ebi ndx, d[ ka nkwenye na qd[nala ha siri d[. Dobie (2012:62) s[ na mkpqghaobi 
na-eleba anya n’ihe banyere onyinyo na-apxta n’qd[nala mba q bxla, ma bxrx nke a na-emeso otu 
xd[ omume n’oge niile na n’ebe niile. 
 
Mb[akqnxmbaxwa 
Mb[akqnxmbaxwa bx okwu na-ezipxta echiche ime mba xwa dum ka ha b[akqq qnx d[ ka otu 
obodo, n’usoro obibi ndx d[ iche iche gxnyere azxmah[a, usoro achxmnta akxnaxba, nkanxzx, 
mmxta, mgbasaozi, qd[nala, sayens[ dgz. Otxtx nd[ odee zipxtara echiche ha banyere 
mb[kqnxmbaxwa, otu onye n’ime ha bx Mcluhan (1964)  nke Odimegwu (2008:77) sin a ya 
kqwaa na xwa ab[akqqla qnx d[ ka obodo. Q bx otu echiche banyere mb[akqnxmbaxwa ka 
Giddens (1999) zipxtara oge o s[ na mb[akqnxmbaxwa a magh[ ebe o si b[ara wee nqzxchaa ebe 
niile. Odimegwu (2000:77) s[ na [kqwa mb[akqnxmbaxwa d[ ka [kqwa okwu niile bx ihe siri ike. 
Q bx nke a mere na qtxtx mmadx kqwara ya n’xzq d[ iche iche d[ ka ha si hx ya. N’xzq di iche 
iche nd[ a, echiche banyere mb[akqnxmbaxwa ch[kqtara echiche gxnyere ngwaah[a, qrx na 
mgbanwe ego, q ch[kqbara azxmaah[a, ego na nkanxzx n’xzq mere ka q ch[kqba xwa na xzq e si 
eme ihe d[ iche iche na ndx. Iroegbu (1994:108) zipxtara mb[akqnxmbaxwa a, oge o kwuru na 
amxma a na-ebu na oku a na-akpq banyere mb[akqnxmbaxwa bx ka e nwe mmekqr[ta nke  
nkanxzx iji kwalite ma nyere nd[ o nweghi ka qha ha nq n’akxkx xwa d[ iche iche aka. 
 
Njoku (Act:124) kqwara na mb[akqnxmbaxwa bx nke na-atxgara mkpolite mmekqr[ta mba d[ 
iche iche n’usoro achxmnta akxnaxba, ndqrqndqrq qch[ch[, usoro agxmagx, nke nkanxzx na 
omenala. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na echiche mb[akqnxmbaxwa, taa sitere n’xwa qhxx nke nd[ nq 
n’isi ya bx ndqrqndqrq mbaxwa ch[kqbara onwe ha qnx ka a lxchara agha mbaxwa nke a 
njxrxmoyi, ma na ndqrqndqrq nke xwa qhxx gbadoro xkwx n’achxmnta na etu a ga-esi eme ka 
ghara inwe mgbochi nke qpxpx na mbata azxmah[a n’ebe o metxtara [ch[kqba nkanxzx. Anto-
Danso(nd:60) s[ na mb[akqnxmbaxwa mere ka nd[ mmadx nwe ohere d[ iche iche nke ha ga-esi 
baa xba ma mxq mmepxta nke qtxtx amxma banyere akxnaxba. Nd[ mmadx na akxnaxba ha na-
enweta qnqdx ka mma nke mb[akqnxmbaxwa wetara n’azxmaah[a bara mb[akqnxmbaxwa 
nnukwu uru. Q bx nke a mere na qtxtx mmadx na-ahx ka ngwa qrx agamunihu. 
 
Q bxkwa otu echiche ahx ka Ijan (2011:385) zipxtara mgbe q s[ na echiche mb[akqnxmbaxwa 
batara mb[akqnxmbaxwa n’agbata afq 1990, wetara mmepe anya nke obodo d[ iche iche site 
n’imeghar[ na ihazighar[ ihe ha na-eme n’obodo. N’echichi Chesnais (2004) q s[ na pxtara 
nkwekqr[ta nke akxnaxba, ndqrqndqrq qch[ch[, n’inwe ezi usoro qch[ch[ n’etiti nd[ e ji okwu ha 
agba izu n’xwa dum, nke bx atxmaatx gbadoro ukwu n’inye onye q bxla ohere site n’[gba mbq 
mee ka onye q bxla wepxta echiche maka ezi usoro mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya n’xzq akxgh[ 
mmiri. Eze (2014:399) n’aka nke ya kwuru na xwa agbakqqla qnx d[ ka otu obodo n’xzq d[ iche 
iche gxnyere azxmaah[a, nkanaxzx, nzikqr[taozi, agxmaakwxkwq, mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya 
dgz. Ajayi (2003) nke o kwuru na mb[akqnxmbaxwa nwere ike ime ka usoro qch[ch[, akxnaxba, 
mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya na omenala gbanwee n’xzq pxrx iche, maka na mbaxwa niile 
gbakqrq qnx d[ ka otu obodo nke pxtara ihe n’usoro gxnyere egwu, ejije na agxmagx dgz. Otu 
echiche a pxtara ihe n’okwu Agbo (2011:227) chqpxtara na mb[akqnxmbaxwa bx xzq e si 
egosipxta ma jidesie ike ihe nd[ ahx gbadoro mgbqrqgwx na nsirihxndx. Nd[ wubere ma zipxta 
echiche mb[akqnxmbaxwa na-aga bx otu xzq ahx ha siri hx ndx gara aga d[ ka akxkqala. Q bx 
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nke a mere na q bx ihe siri ike mana a gaghi e mere ya ebere site n’amamiikpe ma q bx too onye 
q bxla banyere qghqm na uru d[ na mb[akqnxmbaxwa. 
 
Q bxkwa echiche banyere  mb[akqnxmbaxwa a ka Enuka (2006:75) zipxtara oge q s[ na xwa 
qhxx nke usoro achxmnta akxnaxba, usoro qch[ch[ na qd[nala na-apxta, nke nwere ezi usoro 
mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya na-esiwenye ike. Qkachas[ na akxkx mbaxwa d[ iche iche 
n’azxmah[a, ego, ire ngwaah[a, ndqrqndqrq banyere mgbasaozi nke na-enweghara onyinyo a na-
ese n’usoro mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe nke xwa qhxx. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na o nweghi ihe ga-
egbochi mmadx ikwu na mbaxwa na-agbakqz[ qnx n’xzq pxrx iche nke na mmadx enwghi ike 
[gbakq etu o si agasi ike ma na-agbasa. Ibrahim (2003) mere ka nke a pxta ihe oge q kqwara 
mb[akqnxmbaxwa d[ ka xzq e si eme ka e new ezi usoro achxmnta akxnaxba, usoro qch[ch[, 
nchekwa ndx na agha na mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya na qd[nala nke xwa. A na-eme nke a site 
n’iwube xlqmmepxta ngwaah[a nke nd[ mmadx nwe n’onwe ha, site n’enyemaka usoro mgbasa 
ozi qgbara qhxx nke site n’aka nd[ Emer[ka na nd[ otu ha nq na Europ na Japan. Enuka (2006:77) 
n’echiche nke ya kwuru na mb[akqnxmbaxwa na-agbanwe agbanwe n’xzq d[ omimi nke na-eme 
ka nd[ mmadx mata mkpa q d[ na obodo q bxla dabere n’ibe ha n’ihe ha ji bxrx okaibe, n’ihi na 
ihe na-eme n’oge ugbu a bx nke na-eme n’etiti mbaxwa kar[a obodo mmadx si nay a pxta. 
Mb[akqnxmbaxwa bu nke sitere n’usoro mgbasaozi qgbaraqhxx. 
 
Q bxkwa otu echiche banyere mb[akqnxmbaxwa a ka Ibekwe (2013:94) mere ka a mata oge q s[ 
na mb[akqnxmbaxwa bx nke mmadx enweghi ike [kqwa ya, n’ihi na o nwere echiche d[ iche iche 
o na-ezipxta na ndx nd[ mmadx d[ iche iche. Q s[ na q bx [ch[kqta, ikewa, mgbasa na mmepxta 
egwu qd[nala ka q guzuo mbaxwa, iji mee ka mmekqr[ta qd[nala na ibe ya d[ mfe. Utoh-
Ezeajugh (2010) s[ na mb[akqnxmbaxwa bx usoro ire na izuru egwu qd[nala site n’otu mba gaa 
na mba qzq, ma q bx xzq e si eme ka egwu qd[nala guzuo xwa niile. Echiche a pxtara n’okwu 
Ajawole (2010:223) oge q s[ na mb[akqnxmbaxwa pxtara njem gazuru mbaxwa dum, nke a na-
aga site n’ime obodo pxq n’izugbe nke gbadoro xkwx na mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe na achxmnta 
akxnaxba, nke ebumnuche ya bx [ch[kqba mbaxwa qnx n’azxmaahia. 
N’aka nke qzq, Anyanwu (2003:24) mere ka a mata na mb[akqnxmbaxwa a bx otu atxmaatx ahx 
a na-atx iji mee ka a ghara [hx ihe niile banyere nd[ Afr[ka ka ihe d[ mma, ma bxrx nke e ji 
akpagbu ma na-emegide nd[ Afr[ka ma q bx nd[  mbaxwa nke atq. N’echiche odee a 
mb[akqnxmbaxwa b[ara ka mkpagbu a na-akpagbu nd[ Afr[ka bawanye. 
 
Mmqnwx Ijegle  
Iloegbunam (2015) s[ na “Ijele bx okwu na-ezipxta inwe ume ma q bx ike nke na-ezipxta echiche 
na q na-ad[ arq, site na akarangwa e ji wee rxq ya n’oe gboo.’’ Echiche a pxtara ihe n’okwu bx 
“jee lelee ma qg[r[ga q waala g[”, a na-agwa mmqnwx Ijele. Q bx mkpqbiri okwu a bx ‘jee lelee 
ma qg[r[ga q waala g[’, ma q bx ‘jee lelee ma ike ibu ibu q d[ g[’ ka a na-akpq “Ijele” n’xzq 
mkpirisi.’ Q gara n’ihu kwuo na mmqnwx Ijele mara mma nke ukwuu n’ihi na o nweghi ihe 
ad[gh[ n’elu ya. Q d[ ka akwxkwq e dere usoro obibi ndx nd[ Igbo n’ihi na ihe qd[nala nd[ Igbo 
d[cha n’elu ya. Na ugwu na nsqpxrx nd[ Igbo na-akwanyere mmqnwx Ijele kar[r[ akar[. 
Mmqnwx Ijele na-enwe ugwu n’ihi na a rxrx ya ka ihe niile d[ n’elu ya. Q bx nke a mere nd[ 
Igbo na-ekwu n’okwu ma na-agx n’egwu na mmqnwx agagh[ aka Ijele aka. Edozie (2015) s[, ‘q 
bx Ijele kacha mmqnwx niile a na-eti n’ala Igbo, n’ihi na a rxrx Enyi Mmqnwx ka o buo ibu iji 
mara ma q ga-eme ka Ijele laa ma na o nwere qkpa anq’. Q s[ na q bx naan[ mmqnwx Ijele bx 
mmqnwx nwere xkwx abxq buru ibu ma d[ kwa  arq, maka na mmqnwx niile d[ n’ala Igbo nq 
n’isi Ijele.’ 
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Q bx echiche a ka An[akq (2002:327) zipxtara mgbe q s[ na q bx Ijele kacha mmqnwx nd[ Igbo 
na-eti, ma gaa n’ihu kwuo  na q bx ya na-edu mmqnwx nd[ qzq ma bxrx kwa eze mmqnwx. Q s[ 
na mmqnwx Ijele na-egosi [d[ n’otu ihe  e kere eke n’xwa a. Na ogwe ahx ya na-ad[ okirikiri 

sitere na nṅomi usoro nd[ Igbo si ewu xlq. Akwa d[ oke qnx d[ n’akxkx nd[da ya nke na-ejupxta 
n’esereese na ap[r[ap[ a na-ahx n’ahx xlq na n’qnx xzq iji chqq ya mma. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na 
mmqnwx Ijele bx nnukwu qrxnka na-egosiputa xwa mmadx nq na ihe a na-eme n’obodo, na-
egosipxta xwa xmx mmxq site na mmqnwx nd[ Igbo d[ iche iche na-eme ka ntqaja na ebube 
mmqnwx Ijele pxta ihe. Odee a s[ na xd[ anx qh[a d[ iche iche d[ n’elu mmqnwx Ijele d[ ka eke 
na agx na-ezipxta kwa xwa anxmanx. Ihe nke a pxtara bx na a ch[kqbara usoro obibi ndx nd[ 
Igbo na mmqnwx Ijele d[ ka otu qrxnka na-eweta mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya nakwa udo nke 
echiche. Amankulo (2002:404) s[ na Ijele bx mmqnwx mara nnukwu mma ma nwe ugwu mere 
na q na-eri obodo nnukwu ego iji rxq ya. Q s[ na o buru nnukwu ibu ma na-agba egwu qgxgx, 
egwu qgbugba na-eme ka nd[ nkiri na-eche na q ga-ada ada site nzqxkwx ya. Q bx echiche 
banyere nzq xkwx egwu ya a, mere na nd[ nkiri na-eche ebe o si wee b[a. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na 
Ijele na mmqnwx na-achq okwu na-eso apxta qtxtx mgbe nke na-eme ka egwu na-atx nd[ nkiri.  
Nnekwe (2015) zipxtara na Ijele bx mmqnwx buru ibu, maa mma nke ukwuu n’xd[ gbara mmadx 
ghar[[, maka na q bxghi ihe otu onye nkiri hxrx n’elu Ijele ka ibe ya hxrx n’ihi na ihe nq n’elu ya 
hiri nne. Q s[ na q bx nke a mere nd[ Igbo ji ekwu okwu as[ na ‘nkiri mmqnwx Ijele jiri chi.’ Nke 
a pxtara na mmqnwx Ijele bx nnkwu ihe nkiri ma nwe qtxtx ihe nkiri n’ahx ya, nke na ndi 
mmadx ga na-ekiri ya malite n’xtxtx ruo n’abal[. Udealq (2015) kqwapxtara na q bx Ijele kacha 
mmqnwx d[ n’ala Afr[ka buo ibu ma bxrx onyinye pxrx iche si n’ala Igbo d[ n’obodo Naijir[a. Q 
gara n’ihu, kwuo na nd[ obodo d[ iche iche n’Anambra Steeti d[ nke d[ na nd[da-qwxwa anyanwu 
ala Na[jir[a, na-eti mmqnwx Ijele n’emume xfqdx d[ ka akwamozu na emxme e ji akpqku mmxq 
qmxmx, na xba ihe akxkx ubi bx emume pxrx iche a na-eme n’oge qkqchi. Na Ijele bx mmqnwx 
pxrx iche n’Anambara Steeti na Naijir[a. Ihe omimi banyere etu Ijele si buo ibu,  mere na e 
nwere qtxtx ihe na-eme na ndx e gosipxtara n’elu Ijele. Q s[ na ihe omimi d[ n’etimmmqnwx 
Ijele mere na e zipxtara usoro obibi ndx niile na ya. Q bx ya kacha mmqnwx niile n’ihi na q bx 
naan[ ya na-agba n’ama otu oge, ma bxrxkwa mmqnwx ga-agba ikpeazu n’emume n’ala Igbo.  
 
N’otu aka ahx ka Nwachukwu (2003:166) zipxtara otu echiche ahx mgbe q s[ na qtxtx mmadx 
na-ekwu na Ijele kacha mmqnwx a na-eti n’ala Igbo. Na q na-ad[ ka xlq ma na-anqchite anya ihe 
niile nd[ Igbo mara na ihe ha ga-ama d[ ka agbxrx. Obasi (2010:9) s[ na mmqnwx Ijele mara 
mma nke ukwuu ma nwe ugwu maka na q naan[ n’afq iri abxq na ise ma q bx n’afq iri ise ka o ji 
apxta. Nweke (2015) s[ na mmqnwx Ijele na-ezipxta [d[ ukwu, [bx eze nakwa qgaranya. Q s[ na 
obodo niile d[ n’Ayamelum na-eti mmqnwx Ijele n’ebe q d[ ukwuu, mere na ogbe qbxla nwere 
nke ha. Ebube mmqnwx Ijele si na nkwenye nd[ Igbo na mmqnwx bx nd[ nnqchite anya nd[ichie. 
Mmqnwx niile na-enwe ebube n’ala Igbo, mere e ji ekwu na o nwere ihe mmqnwx na-eme e ji 
agbara mmqnwx qsq. Ihe ahx e ji agbara mmqnwx qsq bx ebube ma q bx ibobo, na-arx qrx pxrx 
iche na mmqnwx Ijele. Edozie (2015) n’aka nke ya s[ na Ijele bx mmqnwx qhaobodo na-eti, nke 
mere na otu onye enwegh[ ike eti ya maka na o nwere  ego. Q bx nd[ obodo na-akwado Ijele, 
mere na ihe niile banyere etimmmqnwx Ijele ahx bx nd[ obodo na-eme nkwado ya. Q gara n’ihu 
kwuo na Ijele na-agba xbqch[ abxq, na q gbara nd[ obodo n’xbqch[ mbx, n’xbqch[ nke abxq q 
gbara xmxada. 
 
Ijele bx mmqnwx nwere nnukwu ibubo ma q bx ebube, mere na ya na mmqnwx qzq anagh[ 
agbakqta n’ama otu oge. Q bx n’ibobo mmqnwx ka ugwu na nsqpxrx a na-enye ya d[.  Echiche a 
pxtara ihe n’Asigbo (2012:7) mgbe q s[ ‘q bx ibobo na-eme qrxnka bx awxrx e ji akwa wee kwaa 
bxrx mmxq. Q bx ibobo a na-eme ka mmqnwx nqzuo ebe niile ma nwe ike nke mmxq.’ 
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Nwakaeze (2015) s[ na ‘n’oge gboo mgbe ihe banyere etimmmqnwx Ijele nwere ugwu, q na-
agba n’ama ebe niile edere jii akwxkwq osisi niile akwxrx otu ebe.’ Etimmmqnwx Ijele na-abx 
nnukwu emume nd[ mmadx ji enwe obi xtq, maka na e nwere ihe ngosi d[ iche iche a na-eme na 
ya, d[ ka egwu xmxokorob[a na xmxagbqghqb[a. Q bx n’oge qkqch[ Ijele ji agba iji wee mee 
emume qmxmx na nke xba ihe akxkx ubi. 
 
Mmqnwx Ijele nwere ike d[ nkq ma q bx jxq oyi site n’etu mmxq nq n’awxrx Ijele ahx si d[. 
Mmxq nq n’awxrx Ijele mara mma d[ nkq q bxrx ihe nkiri ma na-ekpo qkx n’onwe ya. Mmxq nq 
n’awxrx Ijele mara mma jxq oyi q na-esi ike na nchqpxta mana q na-apxta ihe nke ukwu ma q 
bxrx n’awxrx Ijele d[ qcha ma q bx nke ejughi eju ka mmxq nq n’ime ya jxrx oyi. Mmxq nq 
n’awxrx Ijele na-emetxta nzqxkwx egwu ya, n’ihi na mmxq nwere nke ka ibe a na-agba egwu. O 
nwere mmxq ga-ad[ nkq ma nzqxkwx egwu ya na egwu a na-etiri ya anagh[ adakqr[ta. N’aka nke 
qzq, mmxq nq na mmqnwx Ijele nwere ike [d[ nwayq nke na egwu a na-etiri ya na-ebu nzqxkwx 
egwu ya xzq. Nwakaeze (2015) s[ na mmqnwx Ijele na-agba egwu obere oge na-agagh[ eru otu 
awa n’ihi na q nagh[ anq ogologo oge n’qgbq. Edozie (2015) s[ na q bx ugboro atq ka mmqnwx 
Ijele na-agba n’qgbq ma q bx n’ama, na q gbaa nke mbx q baa n’qda, q gbaa nke abxq bakwa 
n’qda, wee gbaa nke atq. Ka o silad[, q kachas[ mma d[ na mmqnwx Ijele bx na mmxq nq 
n’awxrx nqrq n’etiti [d[ nkq na [jx oyi. Q bx n’qnqdx a ka Ijele ji ezipxta na q bx eze mmqnwx 
niile n’ala Igbo site nzqxkwx egwu ya na-ejupxta na nganga, ugwu na ebube mgbe q na-agba.  
E nwere oge na qnqdx mmqnwx Ijele ji agba. Q bx mmqnwx Ijele na-agba naan[ ya n’qgbq ma 
bxrx mmqnwx [kpeazx na-agba n’ama. Q s[ na Ijele na-agba n’akwamozu nd[ eze ma q bx 
nwoke na nwaany[ a maara aha ha, ya na akwamozu otu n’ime ezinaxlq Ijele n’ala Igbo. Q bx 
n’oge udummiri ka mmqnwx Ijele ji agba n’oge gboo. Iloegbunam (2015) z[pxtara echiche a 
mgbe q si na q bx n’udu mmiri ka e ji eti mmqnwx Ijele n’oge gboo, n’ihi na q bx n’udu mmiri 
ka ego ji ad[ nd[ Anam n’aka. Q s[ na obodo tiri mmqnwx Ijele na-achxaja ma mmqnwx Ijele 
gbachaa. Q bx n’ihi nke a kwuo na [chxaja bx emume qd[nala n’etimmmqnwx Ijele na a n’ihi na 
q bx arx ka obodo mere wee rxq ibu arq d[ etu a n’xd[ mmqnwx. N’aka nke qzq, q bx n’oge 
qkqch[ ka e ji eti mmqnwx n’oge ugbu a. Nzekwu (1981: 135) mere ka echiche a pxta ihe oge q 
s[ na q bx n’oge qkqch[ ka etimmmqnwx ji amalite na mpaghara qwxwa anyanwx ala Naijir[a bx 
oge ha ji ezu ike. Ogu-Raphael (2009:81) s[ na ‘q bx naan[ ntqaja gbadoro xkwx na mmxq ka e ji 
eme ka e nwe ezi usoro mmekqr[ka n’etiti mmadx na mmxq.’ Q bx nke a mere na obodo na-enye 
mmqnwx Ijele ewu d[ ka xzq ha si akpx arx ahx ha mere. 
 
Nch[kqta Ntuleghar[ Agxmagx 
Site n’ihe a hxrxla nd[ mmadx kwurula, nd[ odee deekwa n’elu ebe a banyere mb[kaqnxmbaxwa 
na mmqnwx Ijele, d[ ka isiokwu edemede a siri d[. Ka o silad[, echiche nd[ mmadx na nd[ odee  
zipxtara banyere mb[kaqnxmbaxwa, na mmqnwx Ijele, d[cha mma n’xd[ ha, ma na o nweghi nke 
qbxla n’ime ha a ga-eji nqchite anya edemede nchqcha a, n’ihi na q d[gh[ nke qbxla n’ime ha 
zipxtara ihe banyere etu etimmmqnwx Ijele ga-esi bata n’qd[nala mba xwa. Q bx  nke a mere o ji 
d[ mkpa na omenchqcha bagidere edemede a, wee na-ar[q ka e nye ya ohere n’etiti edemede 
nchqcha nd[ qzq maka na q ga-eme ka mmxta banyere mb[akqnxmbaxwa, na mmqnwx Ijele pxta 
ihe n’xzq pxrx iche.    
 
Ntxcha Echiche D[ n’Isiokwu Nchqcha 
 
Mmalite Mmqnwx Ijele n’Ala Igbo 
Mmqnwx Ijele malitere n’ala Igbo n’oge, nke na o nwegh[ onye nq ndx ugbu a, nwere ike ikwu 
mgbe Ijele mbx gbara. Q bx echiche na mmqnwx Ijele d[ qkpx na ndx nd[ Igbo ka otxtx nd[ 
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qrxnka nd[ a zipxtara oge ha s[ na o nwegh[ onye nq ndx ugbu a nwere ike [kqwapxta onye 
qrxnka mbx rxrx bata n’obodo Inyi.  Q bx nke a mere Nwokike (2005) ji kwuo na onye ma q bx 
nd[ na-akpx ite kwenyere na a mxnyere ha n’ime ya. Okunna (2011:84) s[ na o nwebeghi onye 
mara onye mbx kpxrx ite n’obodo Awka Nd[agx. Nneke (2016:52) mere ka a mata n’agbanyeghi 
na q d[gh[ onye mara oge mmqnwx Ijele malitere, agxmagx qnx mere ka a mata q bx n’Qmabala 
ka Ijele si wee gbasaa n’ala Igbo. Obodo mejupxtara Qmabala d[ n’okpuruqch[ch[ ime obodo anq 
na-arx awxrx Ijele n’ala Igbo gxnyere, Qwxwa anyanwx Qmabala Agxleri, Xmxeri, Xmxqba 
Anam, {gbar[am, Nando na Nsugbe. Qd[da anyanwx Qmabala: Ifite Anam, Ezi Anam, Nzam, na 
Olumbanasa. Oyi: Nteje, Qkxzx, Ogbunike, Xmxnya, Nkwele. Ayamelum: Anakx, Qmqq, Ifite 
Qgwar[, {gbakwx, Xmxmbo, Qmas[ Xmxlum na Xmxeje. 
 
Q bx n’Xmxeri d[ n’okpuru qch[ch[ ime obodo Qwxwa anyanwx Qmabala, ka mmqnwx Ijele si 
gbasaa n’ala Igbo. Akxkqala na agxmagx qnx kwuru na q bx n’Xmxd[an[, n’Ikenga Xmxeri ka 
mmqnwx Ijele si malite. O siri ike [chqpxta afq nd[ Igbo malitere etimmmqnwx Ijele n’ihi na o 
nweghi ebe e dere ya n’akwxkwq, ma agxmagx qd[nala Igbo ezipxtagh[ ya. Oge Ijele malitere 
n’ala Igbo s[r[ ike nchqpxta n’ihi na o nweghi onye nq ndx ugbu a nwere ike ikwu afq Ijele mbx 
gbara n’Xmxeri. E nwere ike ikwu na mmalite etimmmqnwx Ijele n’ala Igbo bidoro oge echiche 
ihe nzuzo bx mmqnwx batara n’echiche ha. A ga-elekwa mmqnwx Ijele anya d[ ka ihe malitere 
na ndx nd[ Igbo oge ha ka nq n’ime ndx jupxtara oke ntaramahxhx, [kpa ike, na ime odogwu. Q 
bx nke a mere na a na-ahx etimmmqnwx Ijele d[ ka nnukwu ihe n’ala Igbo. N’otu aka ahx q bxrx 
na e were qrxnka d[ ka usoro e si ezipxta ogo nd[ mmadx nq na ndx ha, nke e si na ya ezipxta xd[ 
echiche ha na-eche. Q bx xd[ echiche ha eche, na-eme ka ha na ebi xd[ ndx ha na ebi. A ga-
achqpxta na qrxnka awxrx Ijele malitere na ndx oke ntaramahxhx. Iloegbunam (2015) zipxtara 
echiche a mgbe o kwuru na q bx osisi a na-akpq “ukpi” ka e ji atx ihe qtxtx na apr[r[ap[ na-ad[ 

n’awxrx Ijele n’oge gboo. Q bx nṅomi ihe a nagh[ ahx anya d[ qkpx na ndx mmadx mere na 

mmqnwx Ijele si na nkwenye na mmxq. Q bx nṅomi onyinyo si n’echiche onye qrxnka pxta 
mere na awxrx mmqnwx Ijele bx qrxnka.  
 
Ntqala Emume Qd[nala Ijele 
Ijele d[ ka mmqnwx nd[ Igbo na-eti nwere emume qd[nala d[ iche iche a na-eme na usoro a na-
agbaso wee na-eme emume nd[ a. Etimmmqnwx Ijele bx ihe qhaobodo na-eme. Q bx nke a mere 
na otu d[ iche iche nq n’obodo nwere qrx d[ iche iche ha ga-arx malite n’izite egwu Ijele ruo 
n’qpxpx ma q bx mpxta ya. Q d[ nnukwu mkpa na e zipxtara emume qd[nala na ntqaja banyere 
mmqnwx Ijele, maka na nke a ga-enye aka na nghqta echiche nd[ Igbo banyere ya. Ntqala 
emume qd[nala etimmmqnwx Ijele gbadoro xkwx na nkwado d[ iche iche a na-eme n’xzq d[ iche 
iche maka mmqnwx Ijele. Q bx nke a,  ka a ga-esi na ya chqpxta qkwa mmqnwx Ijele nq n’etiti 
mmqnwx niile n’ala Igbo. Emume qd[nala nd[ a na-eme ka Ijele gbaa nke qma  na-egosi qkwa 
nd[ Igbo dewere mmqnwx Ijele. Emume nd[ ahx a na-eme n’etimmmqnwx Ijele gbadoro xkwx 
na nkwenye na nsirihxndx nd[ Igbo banyere etu ha si nabata mmqnwx ahx pxrx iche na ndx ha.  
 
Nkwado Etimmmqnwx Ijele 
E nwere nkwado d[ iche iche a na-eme n’etimmmqnwx Ijele, pxtara ihe n’xzq abxq gxnyere 
nkwado nke echiche ma q bx nke mmxq na nkwado a na-ahx anya. Q bx na nkwado nke echiche, 
ka nd[ na-ach[kqba emume qd[nala n’obodo ahx, na-anqkq wee txq elo banyere etimmmqnwx 
Ijele ha na-achq iti. Ha ga-anq nay a txq elo banyere obodo ga-akxziri ha egwu ma q bx “{gba 
Ijele” na nd[ a ga-ezipxta maka nke a. Ha ga-atxkwa elo banyere ego a ga-eji wee kwxq nd[ ga-
ab[a ikuziri ha egwu a xgwq. Q bx na nkwado nke mmxq ahx kwa, ka ha na anq atx elo ebe qda 
Ijele ga-ad[, ma txkwa  elo banyere onye qrxnka ga-arxrx ha awxrx Ijele. Qkachas[ [tx elo 
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banyere ihe a ga-enye ya n’oge niile q ga-anq n’qda na-arx qrx ya. Ha na-aga n’ihu txq elo etu ha 
ga-esi weta ego a ga-eji mee ihe nd[ qzq kwesiri ka e mee tutu Ijele agbaa n’ama. Q bx n’ime 
nkwado nke mmxq ahx, ka a nq na ya akpa mgbe onye qrxnka ahx ga-arx Ijele, ga-arx odo. N’ihi 
na odo ga-enyere ha aka na mgbasa ozi banyere mmqnwx Ijele ahx. Odo ga-enyekwa aka 
n’achxm nta ego etimmmqnwx Ijele, site n’ije  n’obodo d[ iche iche ebe a na-alx xmx ha nd[ 
nwaany[. Mmejupxta nkwado nke echiche a n’xd[ a na-ahx anya bx nkwado mbx obodo chqrq iti 
Ijele ga-eme. Ihe pxtara ihe n’[rx qda Ijele, nzite egwu, [mx egwu ma q bx [gba Ijele na odo. 
 
{rx Qda Ijele 
Otu n’ime nkwado a na-eme n’etimmmqnwx Ijele bx [rx “Qda Mmqnwx Ijele”. Qda bx ogige ma 
q bx ngwuru, e ji ah[h[a ma q bx igwx nkwx wee gbaa okirikiri n’ebe nd[ na-eti Ijele ga-anq wee 
na-amx egwu [gba Ijele na egwu qgbxgba a na-agba mgbe a na-eti [gba ahx. Q bx kwa n’ime qda 
ahx, ka e nwere qda qzq nke q bx naan[ nd[ okenye na nd[ bara na mmqnwx na-abanye na ya.  Q 
bx n’ime qda a d[ n’ime qda ka ngwa egwu e ji amx egwu Ijele na-ad[. Q bx na ya ka akarangwa 
na ngwongwo onye qrxnka na-arx Ijele na-ad[. Qda bx qrxnka si n’echiche ihe nzuzo bx 
mmqnwx wee puta, n’ihi na q bx ya na-eme ka ihe a na-eme banyere mmqnwx d[ nzuzo n’anya 
nd[ esoghi n’otu ya. N’ otu aka ahx ka “Qda Mmqnwx Ijele” na-eme ka ebe a na-amx egwu ya d[ 
nzuzo n’anya qhaobodo. Q bx qda na-eme ka mmqnwx ma q bx egwu q bxla a na-amx amx nwe 
ugwu n’anya nd[ nkiri n’xbqch[ q ga-apxta ihe ma q bx xbqchi a ga-ebute ya n’ihx qhaobodo. E 
wezuga qda nd[ mmadx ekirie mmqnwx ma q bx egwu ahx,  nke ga-eme ka qtxtx ghara [b[a nkiri 
ya n’xbqchi q ga-agba n’ama. 
  
A na-arxrx mmqnwx Ijele qda, q bxgh[ naan[ ka q ghara ikwe ka nd[ mmadx kirie ya, kama na o 
buru ibu. Q bx na qda a ka q ga-esi na ya apxta [gba n’ama mgbe q ga-agba. Q bx n’ime oda a 
rxrx maka mmqnwx Ijele, ka a na-amx egwu Ijele na egwu odo ijele n’ihi q bxgh[ ihe a na-eme 
n’ihu qhaobodo. Q bx nke a mere na qda bx ihe mbx a ga-ahx anya obodo na-achq izite egwu ma 
q bx mmqnwx ga-ewube n’ihi na q bx n’ime ya ka ha na nd[ ga-ab[a ezi ha egwu ga-anq wee na-
amx ya bx egwu. Ka o silad[, qda a na-arx n’etimmmqnwx Ijele na-ad[ xzq abxq. Otu bx ebe a 
na-anq amx egwu mmqnwx Ijele ahx ma bxrx nke a nq n’ime ya wee rxq ya.  Q bx kwa na ya ka 
q ga-esi pxta n’xbqch[ q ga-agba. Qda nke abxq na-ad[ n’ama obodo ebe mmqnwx Ijele na-agba. 
Q bx na ya ka Ijele na-abanye wee si na ya gbaa n’ama ihe d[ ka ugboro atq ma q bx kar[a. 
 
Nzite Egwu {gba Ijele 
Obodo q bxla na-eti mmqnwx Ijele ga-ezite egwu [gba Ijele, nke bx otu n’ime nkwado a na-eme 
n’etimmmqnwx Ijele. Okeke (2009:175) s[ na ‘qtxtx mgbe nd[ qka n’[gba egwu na-esi n’obodo 
qzq b[a ezimegwu n’obodo qzq, oge e goro ha ka ha kuziere xmxnwaany[ egwu gxnyere egwu 
qgbxgba na etu e si eti ngwa egwu’. Egwu [gba Ijele bx nd[ obodo na-eti ya nke qma ka a na-eje 
ezite ya n’obodo ha. Egwu a na-etiri mmqnwx Ijele bx [gba a na-etiri ya na eme ka mmetxta ahx 
nke xda egwu ahx pxta ihe n’xd[ mmeghar[ ahx a na-akpq [gba egwu. Q bx mgbe a na-amx egwu 
ka a na-eme nkwado nd[ qzq banyere etimmmqnwx Ijele ahx. A na-amx egwu a otu afq zuru 
oke, nke a nq n’ime ya wee na-eme nkwado maka [rx odo Ijele, na qmxmx egwu ya. Q bxrx na a 
chqtachaa nd[ ga-akxziri ha [gba ma wube qda, a mara na nd[ obodo ahx ad[la njikere iti Ijele.  
 
{mx Egwu Ijele.  
Mmqnwx Ijele nwere egwu ma q bx [gba a na-etiri ya mgbe q na-agba n’ama. Q bx nke a, mere o 
ji d[ mkpa na nd[ ga-eti Ijele ga-amx egwu ya, n’ihi na q bx otu n’ime nkwado pxtara ihe a na-
eme mgbe obodo na-achq iti mmqnwx Ijele. Q bx xmxokorob[a na-amx egwu Ijele. Ha na  nd[ 
ga-ezi ha [gba Ijele ahx ga-anq otu qnwa ma q bx kar[a site na etu nd[ ha na-akxziri si wee 
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nwedewe ike [mxta egwu ahx. Q bxrx na b[ara nkuzi egwu ahx laa, nd[ a kuziri ya na-anq otu 
qnwa n’obodo iji mee ka ha mxtachaa egwu ahx nke qma. Mgbe nke a gachara, ha na-ab[akwa 
[mu egwu ahx n’xbqch[ anq d[ n’qnwa q bxla, bx oge ukwu nd[ obodo ahx. N’obodo d[ ka 
Xmxqba Anam, q bx Xka Eke ka ha ji eme oge ukwu ha. Q bx n’ime Xka Eke d[ n’qnwa ka ha ji 
amx egwu mmqnwx Ijele ha. Nd[ na-amx egwu ahx bx xmxokorob[a obodo d[ n’ogo d[ iche 
iche, nd[ q bxla otu nke ha. Q bx mgbe a na-amx egwu, ka nd[ okenye mara egwu nka agba ma q 
bx nd[ mara “ihe qkpa” eme ji akxziri nd[ ga-ebu xzq etu esi agba egwu e ji ebu xzq Ijele. 
 
{mx egwu [gba Ijele abxgh[ ihe siri ike nke ukwuun nke na q ga-ewe ihe kar[r[ qnwa isii. Q bx 
[gba ahx ka nd[ na-eti mmqnwx Ijele zitechaa ma malite [mx ya, a mara na ha ad[la njikere 
etimmmqnwx Ijele ahx. Ka q silad[, q bxgh[ obodo naile d[ n’ala Igbo tiri mmqnwx Ijele nwere 
nka mmxta egwu [gba ya n’otu aka. Ihe na-eme ka [mx egwu Ijele na etimmmqnwx ya wee ihe 
kar[r[ otu afq, gbadoro xkwx n’ego nd[ obodo ahx nwere iji rxq awxrx Ijele ahx. Iloegbunam 
(2015) s[ q bx otu afq ka a na-amx egwu Ijele, kama na q bx ego obodo ji n’aka ga-eme ka Ijele 
ha gbaa qsq qsq ma q bx ghara [px n’ime otu afq.  Q bx n’ime oge e ji amx egwu ahx, ka e ji amx 
ihe banyere egwu odo n’ihi na q bx ya bx mmqnwx mbx na-agba tutu Ijele ad[ njikere [gba 
n’ama. Odo nwere ike [gba ihe kar[r[ qnwa atq na-eje obodo d[ iche iche ebe a na-alx 
xmxnwaany[ nd[ obodo ha na-akqrq ha na ha ga-eti mmqnwx Ijele.  
 
Achxmnta Ego Ijele 
Achxmnta ego pxtara ihe nke qma na nkwado a na-eme n’etimmmqnwx Ijele, maka na mmqnwx 
Ijele na-eri nnukwu ego iji rxq ya. Q bx nke a mere na obodo nwere ego agagh[ egbuwe oge n’[rx 
awxrx Ijele mgbe ha mxtachara egwu ya. Q bx nke a mere n’obodo ga-eti Ijele na-agba mbq 
n’xzq d[ iche iche [ch[kqba ego ha ga-eji rxq awxrx Ijele ahx, ka o wee bxrx ihe mara mma na 
ihe nkiri. Qnxegbu (2006:184) zipxtara na ego d[ nnukwu mkpa n’abx a kpqrq “Ego.” Na 
nkebiabx nke abxq n’qgbara nke mbx na nke abxq, na “Okwu baa n’ego/Ogbenye esere qnx”. 
Maduekwe (n.d:51) kqwara qnqdx ego kwesiri [nq na ndx nd[ mmadx n’abx a kpqrq “Ego na-
Ekwu” na nkeb[abx nke abxq n’qgbara nke mbx na nke abxq. Q si “Oji ego ketara isi oche na 
nzxkq obodo/Oji ego bx onye qma n’etiti nd[ obodo.” 
 
Oked[ad[ (2003:556) zipxtara echiche banyere ego a, n’abx a kpqrq “Ego” na nkebiabx nke anq 
n’qgbara nke mbx na nke abxq na kwa na nkebiabx nke ise n’qgbara nke atq na nke anq. Oge q 
s[ na ego na-egbu ka mmanya maka na q bx onye ji ya ka a na-as[ kwube na any[ na-anx Q s[ na 
“Ego [ na-egbu ka mmanya. Onye ji g[ ka a na-as[/Kwube na any[ na-anx.” Chukuezi (2001:15) 
s[ na ego bx mma ihu abxq kpxchara dike isi ma daa ogbenye ngwqrq n’abx a kpqrq “Ego” 
n’qgbara abx nke mbx na nke abxq ebe q s[ “I bx agxba kpxchara dike isi/ { bx ngwqrq dara onye 
ogbenye”. Ekegbo (2005:14) kqwara qnqdx ego kwesiri ka q nqdx na ndx nd[ mmadx n’abx a 
kpqrq “Ego Xwa” na nkebiabx nke ise n’qgbara abx nke abxq ruo na nke ise. Mgbe q s[ na ego 
ekwesighi iduhie onye q bxla xzq ma q bx mee ka mmadx rijuo afq dachie xzq. Q bx ezie na 
mmadx ga-agbar[r[ mbq mana nke a ekwesighi [bx [gbara ego odibo.  
 
Q bx n’ihi qnqdx d[ etu a ego nq na ndx mmadx, mere na obodo ga-eti mmqnwx Ijele na-achx 
nta ego n’xzq d[ iche iche, gxnyere [ka xtx, [gba mbibi ego, onyinye akamkpa na ije odo. Q bx 
ihe banyere achxmnta ego a ka Heino na Pagan (2000) ji kwuo na usoro a ga-esi nweta ego 
gunyere enyemaka n’aka nd[ qch[ch[, ego e dewere edewe, onyinye, ibite ego n’aka nd[ enyi na 
xmxnna, ma q bx n’aka nd[ na-ebinye mmadx ego bx usoro doro anya e si enweta ego. Obamiro, 
Orisajinmi, na Akande (2008: 107) n’aka nke ha kqwara na q bx ego bx isi sekpu nti na 
agamnihu ihe q bxla. Chiekezie, Akpan, Nzewi, na Orogbu (2008:409) kwuo na ego d[ nnukwu 
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mkpa na mmepe akxkx na amxma nweta akxnaxba niile iji mee ka o nye ihe a chqrq n’ozuzu 
oke. Echiche nd[ a niile zipxtara na ego d[ mkpa n’etimmmqnwx Ijele n’ala Igbo.  
 
{ka Xtx Ijele 
{ka xtx bx otu n’ime usoro achxmnta ego e ji arx awxrx Ijele. Xtx mmqnwx Ijele bx qrx d[r[ 
xmxnwoke niile nq n’obodo n’ihi na q bx ha ka ihe nzuzo d[ na-etimmmqnwx ahx d[[r[. Nke a 
mere na ihe banyere xtx ya metxtara xmxnwoke niile ma onye ukwu ma onye nta. Iloegbunam 
(2015) s[ na q bx xmxnwoke niile na nd[ n[[le d[ ime n’obodo na-achq iti mmqnwx Ijele na-atx 
xtx mmqnwx Ijele. Q s[ na nd[ n[[le d[ ime n’obodo na-atx xtx a, n’ihi na ebumnuche ha bx na 
nd[ niile d[ ime ga-amx nwa nwoke ka ha wee sonye n’etimmmqnwx Ijele ahx. 
 
Onyinye Akamkpa 
Onyinye akamkpa bx otu xzq e si enweta ego e ji arx awxrx Ijele. Onyinye a bx nke na-esi n’aka 
qtxtx mmadx nd[ nwere mmas[ n’Ijele nd[ obodo ha ma q bx nd[ enyi ha na-eti. Onyinye d[ etu a 
na-ab[a n’xzq d[ iche iche nakwa n’oge d[ iche iche malite n’xbqch[ nd[ obodo kwekqr[tara na ha 
ga-eti mmqnwx Ijele. Onye nd[ obodo ya ma q bx nd[ ikwunne ya ma q bx nd[ enyi ya na-eti 
mmqnwx Ijele chqrq inyere ha aka bx onyinye akamkpa ka q na-enye ha. Onyinye a nwere ike q 
bxrx site n’izxtara ha ngwa egwu-“{gba Ijele.” O nwere ike q bxrx mmadx iwepxta onwe ya, oge 
ya na ike ya wee kuzie otu ihe ma q bx ibe ya banyere nkwado a na-eme maka etimmmqnwx 
Ijele ahx. Onyinye d[ etu a nwere ike [bx site n’okwu agbamume ma q bx [d[ na-eme nd[ na-
ach[kqba egwu na nd[ qzq a na-eme ihe banyere nkwado etimmmqnwx Ijele obi xtq. Nd[ obodo 
ji eme qnx na-enye ha onyinye d[ etu a. Ha na-eji maka qkwa ha nq n’obodo na-ab[akwa [txnye 
xtx ha, iji wee zara aha na ihe nd[ obodo ha na-eme d[ ha mma.  
 
Xmxada 
Ebe qzq ego e ji arx awxrx Ijele si apxta bx n’aka xmxada nwoke na nwany[, q kachas[ n’aka nd[ 
ada obodo ahx a na-alx n’obodo qzq. Xmxnwaany[ a na-alx n’obodo qzq ejighi ihe a na-eme 
n’obodo nna ha egwuri egwu. N’ihi nke a ha na-agba mbq [ch[kqba onwe ha qnx n’obodo 
n’obodo ma na-esi anya nd[ q bx ha ka nkwado ha nyere ga-apxta ihe kar[a nke ibe ha. 
Iloegbunam (2015) s[ na q bx xmxada ka e si n’aka ha enweta ego e ji arx Ijele. Q bx nke a mere 
na odo na-aga obodo d[ iche iche ebe a na-alx xmx ha nd[ nwaany[ achxmnta ego. Q gara n’ihu 
kwuo na qtxtx mgbe nd[ nwere mmiri a na-egbu azx na-enye Ijele mmiri, ka e were ego a kxtara 
na ya rxq Ijele. Xmxnwaany[ a na-atxkqba ego ha na-enye nd[ b[ara ije odo, ma gbakwa mbq hx 
na ha b[ara n’xbqch[ Ijele ga-agba ma nyekwa nkwado ha n’xzq pxrx iche n’oriri ya. 
 
Ije Odo 
Q bx n’ime oge ahx a na-amx egwu ka ije odo na- amalite. Ije odo a bx ohere o ji aga n’obodo d[ 
iche iche a na-alx xmxnwaany[ obodo ha na xmx ada ha, na-agwa ha banyere etimmmqnwx Ijele 
ha na-akwado. Q bx otu n’ime xzq nd[ obodo na-achq iti Ijele si achx nta ego. N’otu aka ahx 
xmx ha nd[ nwaany[ ji ohere a atx xtx pxrx iche wee na-eche mgba odo ga-ab[a n’obodo ha. “Ije 
Odo” ka a na-akpq njem ahx odo na xmxokorob[a nd[ obodo na-eti mmqnwx Ijele na-aga n’qtxtx 
obodo ebe a na-alx xmx ha nd[ nwaany[. N’obodo q bxla odo na nd[ otu ya batara, xmx ha nd[ 

nwaany[ a na-alx n’ebe ahx na xmxada ha nd[ nwoke na nwaany[ na-eji qṅx nabata ha. Tutu odo 
esi n’obodo ahx pxq n’xbqch[ qzq, xmxada obodo ha a na-enye ha ego ha ga-etinye n’[rx awxrx 
Ijele na emume d[ iche iche a na-eme banyere etimmmqnwx Ijele ahx. Q bx nke a mere na q bxrx 
na obodo chqwa iti Ijele, odo ha na-amalite n’oge jewe obodo d[ iche iche achxmnta ego a ga-eji 
kwado etimmmqnwx Ijele.  Njem odo a ka e ji agwa xmxada na xmx ha nd[ nwaanyi a na-alx 
n’obodo nd[ ahx ka ha b[a nkiri Ijele. Udeoba (2015) s[ na ije odo bx xzq e si akqwara nd[ 
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mmadx d[ ka xmxada na xmxnwadiala na Ijele na-achq [gba n’oge ad[gh[ anya. Ha na-aga obodo 
d[ iche iche na-agwa ha na oge etimmmqnwx Ijele ha eruola. Ego bx isi sekpu nt[ n’ije ahx odo 
na-eje, n’ihi na ije odo bx otu n’ime usoro achxmnta ego e ji arx awxrx Ijele.  
 
{rx Awxrx Ijele 
Ihe qzq pxtara ihe na nkwado a na-eme maka etimmmqnwx Ijele, ka emume ya wee gaa 
werewere ma gbaa n’egbughi oge ma q bx gbue oge d[ n’aka onye qrxnka na-arx ya. N’ihi na q 
bx mgbe onye qrxnka rxchara awxrx Ijele ka q ga-eji gbaa n’ama. Iloegbunam (2015) s[, “Q na-
ewe m otu qnwa [rxpxta mmqnwx Ijele”. Q s[ na qtxtx nd[ na-arx awxrx Ijele anagh[ arx ya qsq 
qsq, ebe qtxtx nd[ na-arx ya ji ya eme nganga, nke mere na ha anagh[ arx ya arx.” Q bx qnqdx 
abxq a mere na afq ole a na-amx egwu Ijele d[ iche iche site n’otu obodo ruo n’obodo qzq n’ala 
Igbo. Q bx mgbe nd[ obodo na-achq iti mmqnwx Ijele mxtachara [gba ya, mxta egwu a na-agba 
ma a na-eti [gba ma rxq awxrx Ijele ka  a ga-eji kwuo oge q ga-agba. 
 
Mmechi 
Nd[ Igbo na-ekwu n’okwu na ihe nwere mbido ga-enwe kwa njedebe.  Edemede nchqcha a 
lebara anya n’etimmmqnwx Ijele d[ ka otu n’ime qd[nala Igbo, nakwa onyinye pxrx iche nke nd[ 
Igbo kwesiri [hazi ma wepxtara mbaxwa, n’oge a mbaxwa na-achq usoro ha ga-esi eme ka xwa 
niile ghqq otu obodo. Ihe a chqpxtara n’edemede a bx nd[ Igbo ejighi qd[nala ha wee kpqrq ihe, 
nke mere na mmqnwx Ijele ha akwanyere ugwu ma na-asqpxrx apxtabeghi ihe n’qd[nala 
mbaxwa. Edemede a mejupxtara ebumnuche e ji bagide ya, nke bx ozi q na-ezi na o kwesiri ka 
enye etimmmqnwx Ijele ohere tosiri ya n’edemede nchqcha. N’otu aka ahx, e si n’edemede a 
akpqghachi echiche nd[ Igbo azx n’ihe banyere mmqnwx Ijele. Nke a ga-eme ka qnxqgxgx nd[ 
mmadx ga-enwe mmas[ n’qd[nala Igbo bx etimmmqnwx qkachas[ mmqnwu Ijele n’ala Igbo 
bawanye. Maka na onye kpqq qba ya mkpqkqrq agbataobi ya ewere ya kpoo ah[h[a. 
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