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Abstract 

In this write-up, the ritual ceremony of Oko people of Oshimili South in Delta State which is 
the observance on kolanut with six or seven lobes is surveyed.The write-up is provoked as a 
result of gifts offered to the person who killed a livestock with which the ritual ceremony is 
observed by Oko people.The objective of the write up is to highlight the ritual observance of 
Oko on kolanut with six or seven lobes in order to broaden the scope of kolanut lore of Igbo. 
Some of the archetypal statements accompanying kolanut and its presentation are also 
analyzed.The main source of data in this essay is from observation, oral interview as well as 
library materials. In the final analysis, the finding revealled that six-lobed kolanut brings 
about a small feast in Oko, while the seven-lobed kolanut attracts a big ceremony with 
livestock to be killed for its ritual observance. The presenter of the kolanut and the person 
who killed the livestock for the feast are offered gifts by the people and the entire community 
in case of the kolanut with seven lobes. The gifts offered to the person who killed the 
livestock for the feast is known as encouragement of knife - {nakamma. In conclusion and as 
a way of susggestion, students and researchers in the Igbo language are advised to embark on 
researches in various communities in Igbo on their ritual observance on kolanuts of the above 
category. Hence it would help to organize a comprehensive literature on kola lore of Igbo.        

Okwu Mmalite 

Nnyocha a lebara anya n’emume nd[ Oko nke bx obodo d[ n’Ọch[ch[ Ime Obodo Oshimiri 

South na Delta State, na-emere qj[ gbara ibe isii ma ọ bu asaa. Emume qj[ gbara ibe isii na 
asaa n’Oko bx nnkwu emume kwesiri ka qhanaeze mata d[ ka otu n’ime omenala Igbo. Qj[ bx 
mkpxrx osisi gazuru Igbo qnx, mana emume a na-emere ya d[ iche iche na mpaghara d[ iche 
iche n’ala Igbo. Q bx nke a mere na q d[ mkpa ka qhanaeze mata etu nd[ Oko si eme emume 
qj[ gbara ibe isii ma ọ bu asaa. Oko, q na-abxrx ha nnukwu ihe q]x mgbe qbxla qj[ gbara ibe 

isii ma ọ bu asaa pxtara n’otu  oge ma q bx n’amxma iche qj[ ha. Qj[ gbara ibe isii bx nke 
pxtara ihe?n’emume ha na-emere ya. Ha na-egosipxta q]x na obixtq ha, nke si na nkwenye 
ha na qj[ gbara ibe isii bx mbido eze qj[. Echiche di etu a, pxtara ihe na nkwenye ha na 
qj[ gbara ibe isii na-egosipxta xba nke mmadx na akxnaxba. 

Qj[ gbara ibe isii, na-abxrx ha ihe q]x, q bx nke a mere na oge qbxla a wara ya ha na-emere 
ya emume. Nkwenye d[ etu a ka ha ji ekwu na ihe ma q bx onye e ji maka ya chee qj[ ahx 
buteere onye chere ya ihuqma. N’ihi nke a onye chere qj[ ahx aghagh[ iji ego ma q bx ihe 
qbxla aka ya ruru, wee gosipxta obixtq ya ma q bxrx na o nweghi ike igbu qkxkq. 

Ma na mgbe qbxla qj[ gbara ibe asaa n’Oko, q bx iwu na onye chere qj[ ahx ga-eji qkxkq wee 
mee emume iji gosi obixtq ya. Q bx emume qj[ gbara ibe asaa bxkar[s[ nnukwu emume a na-
emere qj[ n’Oko. Emume a a na-emere qj[ gbara ibe asaa, si na nkwenye ha na qj[ gbara ibe 
asaa bx qj[ mmxq. N’ihi nke a o kwesiri na onye q b[akwutere ga-eji qkxkq wee mee emume 
ya. Q bx n’ihi nke a, mere na mgbe qbxla a wara qj[ ibe asaa n’Oko, a na-eji eriri ekechie ya 
ma q bxrx na onye chere ya enweghi ike [zxta qkxkq a a ga-eji mee emume ya. N’qnqdx a, 
ga-eweta qj[ qzq waa nke nd[ nq ebe ahx ga-ata, ma na xbqch[ onye chere qj[ ahx zxtara 
qkxkq maka emume a na-emere qj[ gbara ibe asaa, ka a ga-awa ya.  
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Ka o silad[, onye ma q bx nd[ e cheere qj[ ahx gbara ibe asaa, kwesiri [nq n’emume ahx, 
xbqch[ qbxla onye chere ya kanyere ya ma q bxrx na-erighi oriri ya ozigbo. Ma na mgbe 
xfqdx, q na-abx ihe siri ike ime ka mmadx niile ma q bx onye e chere qj[ ahx nqrq n’emume 
ya. Ma na nke a agagh[ eme ka onye chere qj[ ahx ghara imezu omenala d[ n’ebe qj[ gbara ibe 
asaa d[. Nd[ Oko na-eme emume a n’xzq pxrx iche, n’ihi na  ha kwenyere na q bx qbara ka 
mmxq na-eri. Q bx nke a mere na e ji ihe nwere qbara eme emume a. N’oriri na q]x]x e ji 
eme emume qj[ gbara ibe asaa, nd[ mmadx na-enye aka etu ha nwere ike iji mee ka qnqdx 
wee na-aga n’ihu. Ha na-eme nke a site n’[nye onye chere ya nkwado n’xzq d[ iche iche site 
n’iweta mmanya na ego.  

Ka emume na-aga n’ihu, qkpqabx nq n’etiti ha ga-amalite [ma mbem iji gosi obixtx ha, n’ihi 
na qj[ ahx mere ka  mmxq qma bata n’xlq onye ha nq be ya. Q bx kwa n’ime otu emume ahx, 
ka a na-ekele onye gburu qkxkq e ji eme emume ahx ma na-enye ya ihe onyinye d[ iche iche. 
Ihe onyinye nd[ a, na ego a na-enye onye gburu qkxkq ma q bx ewu e ji eme emume ahx ka 
na-akpq “[naka mma.” Onyinye a na-enye onye gburu anx e ji eme emume qj[ gbara ibe asaa 
ka e ji aja ya ike n’ihi na o gburu ihe were ndx. Maka na q bx nkwenye ha na q bx onye gburu 
anx e ji eme emume ahx, meghere xzq mmxq a na-emere emume a si bata n’xlq onye chere 
qj[ ahx.  

Ihe nd[ qzq mejupxtara edemede a, bx okwu xfqdx pxtara ihe n’emume qj[ n’ala Igbo. Okwu 
nd[ ahx gxnyere: “qj[ ruo xlq, o kwuo onye chere ya”, “onye wetara qj[ wetara ndx,” “ qj[ eze, 
d[ eze n’aka”,  “qj[ na-asq okwu,” “qj[ Igbo anagh[ anx asxsx mba qzq”,  “qj[ ezughi qha bx 
na mbq ad[gh[ n’isiaka”,  “qj[ abxgh[ nri, ma na onye e kenyeghi ya na-ajx ese ya”, “Chineke 
[ta qj[ n’otu ka any[ taa n’ibe”, “qkx okenye gxnyere nwata n’aka anagh[ eregbu ya”, na 
“ihiwe qj[ isi ma q bx [mawa qj[ akwa”. N’ikpeazx a r[rqrq xmxakwxkwq na nd[ na-eme 
nchqcha ka ha bagide nchqcha n’emume d[ iche iche nd[ obodo d[ iche iche na-emere 
qj[ d[ ka ibe olee q gbara si d[. 

G[n[ bx Qj[? 

Ndị mmadx na nd[ odee kqwara qj[ n’xzq d[ iche iche. Ihe ha kwugara banyere qj[ gxnyere 
nd[ a: Idigo (2010:18) s[ na aha a bx “Qj[” si na nkqwa Eri nyere mkpxrx osisi ahx na-eme ka 
ahx gbasie mmadx ike, ma mee ka q d[ gara gara.  Q s[, “Q na-eme ka ahx j[a aj[”. Ma jxq ha 
ma q j[gokwa ha ahx aj[ ka ha tachara ya. Q bx site na nkqwa na ajxjx ahx ka okwu bx “Qj[” 
si pxta. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na qtxtx odee hxrx okwu ahx bx qj[ d[ ka aha [chafx okwu a bx, 
“Qd[nala Jikqtara Igbo” – Qj[. N’otu echiche ahx, Idigo (2002:18) kwuru na mmalite qnqdx 
qj[ n’omenala Igbo taa, si n’aka Eri bx nna mxtara Igbo niile. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na q bx otu 
oge n’ime xbqch[ ise q nqrq n’ah[a nta, q bx naan[ mkpxrx osisi ka q na-ata ka q tara mkpxrx 
osisi nyere ya ume, ma mee ka xra ghara [tx ya. Q ghqqrq qtxtx mkpxrx osisi ahx laa n’xlq ya, 
n’ihi na o chere na mkpxrx osisi ahx kwesiri ka a na-akwanyere ugwu, ma na-enye ya 
nsqpxrx. 

Anedo (2009:212) d[ ka q d[ n’Ogbalu (1979) s[ na qj[ na-egosi obiqma mmadx were n’ebe 
ibe ya nq, ma q bx n’ebe chi ya nq. Nke a mere na q bx qj[ bx ihe izizi a na-agq n’emume 
qbxla n’ala Igbo. N’otu aka ahx, Ubesie (1987) kqwara na otu omenala obodo niile na-eme, 
bx inye mmadx qj[ ma onye ahx b[a na be ya, nke na qj[ ekwesighi [kq akq n’xlq onye Igbo 
n’oge gboo. Q bx n’echiche d[ etu a, ka Okodo (2003:176) d[ ka q d[ n’Orji (1999) ji zipxta 
na tutu nd[ qcha ab[a na nd[ Igbo were qj[ ka oke ihe mere na ugwu na nsqpxrx a na-
akwanyere ya enweghi osisi qzq a na-enye ya. N’echiche d[ etu a, Okodo (2003:176) kwuru 
na qj[ na-apxta n’emume niile onye Igbo na-eme. E ji ya ehunyere Chineke ekpere, nke na 
oge qbxla q chqrq ikpe ekpere o were ya. N’otu aka ahx, Oputa (2007) s[ na qj[ bx mkpxrx 
osisi e ji egosi obiqma, udo, obiqcha, na nke e ji achqta ihuqma n’aka Chineke. E ji qj[ ar[qta 
amara n’aka Chineke na mmadx. E ji qj[ anabata nd[ ma q bx onye qb[a. Q bx kwa ya ka e ji 



Odezuruigbo: An International Journal of Igbo, African & Asian Studies, Maiden edition, 2016 
 

26 
 

agq qfq ndx ma na ar[q ihe qma d[ iche iche. Nke pxtara ihe n’okwu a bx na onye wetara qj[, 
wetara ndx.  

Na nkqwa nke ya, Nneke (2007) kwuru na qj[ bx mkpxrx osisi pxrx iche Chineke hxrx 
n’anya nke ukwuu. Q bx nke a, mere na naan[ qj[, bx mkpxrx osisi mmadx ji ehunyere 
Chineke na mmxq d[ iche iche ofufe. Qnqdx qj[ na mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya pxtara ihe na 
ndx nd[ Igbo. Nke a mere na q d[gh[ emume nd[ Igbo na-eme qj[ agagh[ anq n’isi ya. N’ihi ya 
onye kpqrq qj[ eze mkpxrx osisi ekwuhieghi qnx. N’otu aka ahx, Udealq (2007) s[ na qj[ Igbo 
bx qj[ nd[ gbara ibe atq wee ruo n’ibe isii, asaa maqbx kar[a. Qj[ bx mkpxrx osisi nwere 
qnqdx d[ elu na ndx nd[ Igbo, nke na qj[ na qnqdx ya n’omenala Igbo, bx a hxgh[ ete ma e 
teghi nkwx. N’okwu nke ya, Ekweocha (2007) kwuru na qj[ bx mkpxrx osisi nd[ Igbo na-
enye nsqpxrx n’ebe q d[ ukwuu, n’agbanyeghị na q bx nd[ Yoruba ka a mara na-akq ya nke 
ukwu, nd[ Awxsa na-ata ya ata, ebe nd[ Igbo na-akwanyere ya ugwu. Q bx n’echiche d[ etu a, 
ka Nwakonuche (2007) ji kwuo na qj[ bx eze mkpxrx osisi, n’ihi na q bxgh[ xtq ka q na-atq, 
nke q na-abx ibu ka o buru. Q bxkwagh[ mma ka qj[ mara kar[a mkpxrx osisi nd[ qzq, mere 
na Chineke nwere ihuqma n’ebe q nq. Q bx ihuqma a Chineke nwere n’ebe qj[ d[, ka nd[ Igbo 
ji akwanyere ya ugwu ma na-sqpxrx ya na ndx ha. Nke a mere na q bx naan[ qj[ ka mmadx na 
Chineke ji enwe mmekqr[ta, werekwa ya na-egosi nnabata na obiqcha n’etiti mmadx na ibe 
ya.  

Okwu Okonkwo (2007) dabara n’otu echiche ahx banyere qj[, nke na o kwuru na q bx isi 
mbido na isi njedebe n’omenala Igbo. O nweghi mkpxrx osisi qzq e ji eme emume n’ala Igbo 
ma e wezuga qj[, n’ihi na q bxrx na q d[gh[ n’emume, ahx ọ gagh[ ad[ ire n’etiti ndi Igbo. Q 
bx n’ihi nke a, ka Anedo (2009:209) ji kwuo si, “Qj[ enweghi xtq d[ ka mkpxrx osisi nd[ qzq, 
ma b[a bxrx nnukwu ihe na ndx nd[ Igbo kar[a mkpxrx osisi nd[ qzq” N’echiche d[ etu a, 
Ekwealor (2010) kwuru na qj[ Igbo bx qj[ nd[ Igbo na-atakar[ nke  na ha ji ya eme mmemme 
d[ iche iche. Udechukwu (2010:22), n’aka nke ya, zipxtara echiche bx na qj[ d[ nnukwu mkpa 
na ndx nd[ Igbo. Q s[ na ezigbo onye Igbo agagh[ ahapx xlq ya gaa ebe qbxla n’xtxtx, ma  q 
wagh[ qj[, wee r[q nchedo na ihe niile mara mma n’aka arxs[ na ndiichie. Ka o silad[, odee a 
hxrx qj[ na ndx nd[ Igbo, d[ ka ete e si eje be nkwx n’emume qd[nala Igbo. 

{nakamma n’Emume Qj[ n’Oko 

Q d[ mkpa na a kqwaraa qhanaeze na emume qj[ any[ bx n’uche bagide edemede nchqpxta, 
abxgh[ qj[ na uru q bara. Kama q bx ihe banyere emume nd[ Oko na-eme mgbe qbxla 
qj[ gbara ibe isii ma q bx asaa, d[ ka nkwenye, na nsirihxndx ha si d[. Emume qj[ n’Oko 
apxtagh[ na o were mkpxrx osisi qzq nd[ Oko ji eme ihe nd[ ahx nd[ Igbo ji qj[ eme, kama na 
ha na-akwanyere ya ugwu, na nsqpxrx n’xzq pxrx iche. Ugwu na nsqpxrx ha na-akwanyere 
qj[ na-pxtakar[ ihe n’emume qj[ gbara ibe isii na asaa. Q bx n’echiche d[ etu a, ka Okodo 
(2003:179) ji  kwuo na emume qj[ bx nke a na-eme n’xzq d[ iche iche n’obodo d[ iche iche, 
ma bxrx nke q bx nd[ anya ruru ala n’omenala ha na-eme ya. Q bx n’echiche d[ etu a, ka o ji 
d[ mkpa na edemede a gbara n’anwx, ihe banyere etu nd[ Oko si eme emume qj[ gbara ibe isii, 
na asaa. 

 “{nakamma” pxtara ihe n’emume qj[ gbara ibe isii ma ọ bụ asaa n’Oko, nke na o nwere 
qnqdx na ohere pxrx iche. {nakamma bx onyinye afq ofufo nd[ mmadx  na-enye nwoke gburu 
qkxkq ma q bx ewu e ji eme emume na qj[ gbara ibe isii ma q bx asaa. Onyinye d[ etu a, 
gxnyere ego, mmanya nd[ mmadx na-enye iji gosi obiqcha ha n’ebe onye gburu anx e ji eme 
emume ahx nọ. Ha na-enye ya ihe nd[ a n’ihi obi q kara wee gbuo ihe were ndx. Omume 
d[ etu a, si na nkwenye ha na q bx onye gburu anx e ji eme emume ahx, meghere xzq mmxq 
qma qj[ gbara ibe asaa gbara ama na q batara n’xlq onye chere qj[ ahx. Etu nd[ Oko si ezipxta 
[nakamma pxtara ihe n’okwu nd[ Igbo na-ekwu, na “e kelee onye gburu qkxkq, q hx kwaa 
ewu o gbuo”. Maka na nd[ Igbo bx nd[ na-enwe mmas[ n’[ja mmadx ibe ha ike n’ihe qbxla q 
na-eme bx ihe ziri ezi. 
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Qj[ Gbara Ibe Isii 

Qj[ gbara ibe isii bx obere emume n’Oko n’ebe qj[ gbara ibe asaa d[. Qj[ gbara ibe isii na-abx 
ihe q]x nyere onye chere ya na nd[ nq ebe e chere ya. Q bx nke a mere na mgbe qbxla a hxrx 
qj[ gbara ibe isii a na-eweta ihe qzq wee gosi obixtq onye chere qj[ ahx. Ihe nd[ a na-eweta iji 
gosi obixtq mere ike bxrx ego, qj[, ma q bx ihe qzq a ga-eji nwee a]xr[ n’ihi na  qj[ o chere 
gbara ibe isii. A na-eme etu a ma q bxrx na onye chere qj[ ahx enweghi qkxkx. Udechukwu 
(2010:29) s[ na qj[ gbara ibe isii ma q bx asaa pxtara xba na qmxmx, mere na a ga-ekechi ya 
n’ihi na a ga-eji emume wee waa ya. Echiche d[ etu a, gosiri na q bx ihe onye chere qj[ ahx 
nwere ka q ga-eji gosi obixtq ya n’emume qj[ gbara ibe isii. Nd[ Oko na-akwanyere qj[ ugwu  
n’ebe q d[ ukwuu.  Q bx nke a mere na q bx aka abxq ka onye chere qj[ gbara ibe isii ji ewere 
ya. Omume d[ etu a si na nkwenye na q bx aka abxq ka mmadx ga-eji nara ngozi Chineke 
zitere ya. Q bxrx nwoke lxrx nwany[, o were aka abxq were ibe qj[ abxq n’ime qj[ ahx gbara 
ibe isii. Ọ ga-enye nwunye ya ibe qj[ nke o ji n’akaekpe. Oge xfqdx q bx nwunye onye chere 
qj[ ahx ka a na-akpq, q b[a were aka abxq were ibe qj[ abxq n’ime qj[ ahx gbara ibe isii, o nye 
di ya nke o ji n’aka nri. 

Qj[ Gbara Ibe Asaa 

Emume qj[ gbara ibe asaa bx nnukwu emume a na-emere qj[ n’Oko. Emume a a na-emere 
qj[ gbara ibe asaa, gbadoro ukwu na nkwenye nd[ igbo na qj[ gbara ibe asaa kachas[ o ji e ji 
ejekwuru nd[ mmxq. Idigo (2002:14) zipxtara nke a, oge o kwuru na qj[ gbara ibe asaa bx 
qj[ nd[ mmxq na mmadx ji emekqr[ta. Q bx nkwenye na echiche d[ etu a, mere o ji bxrx iwu 
n’Oko na onye chere qj[ gbaa ibe asaa aghagh[ iji qkxkq wee mee emume ya. Qkxkq a na-
egbu iji gosi obixtq na qj[ o chere gbara ibe asaa, bx nke e ji eme emume nnabata mmxq qma 
batara n’xlq onye chere qj[ ahx. Ihe echiche a zipxtara, bx na o nwere mmxq qma batara 
n’xlq nwoke chere qj[ ahx nke ibe asaa qj[ ahx na-egosipxtara qhanaeze. N’otu aka ahx, 
Udechukwu (2010:29) s[  na qj[ gbara ibe asa pxtara xba na qmxmx, nke a mere na a ga-
ekechi ya maka na a ga-eji emume wee waa ya. A ga-eji qkxkq wee mee emume qj[ ahx, n’ihi 
na q bx qbara ka mmxq na-eri. Onye chere qj[ gbara ibe asaa na-eweta qkxkq maka emume 
ya, nd[ mmadx na-enyekwa aka n’otu  xzq maqbx nke qzq iji mee ka emume ahx gaa nke 
qma. Ha na-eme nke a iji gosi etu obi ha d[ banyere ihe qma mere n’xlq onye ha.   

Q bxkwa aka abxq ka e ji ewere qj[ gbara ibe asaa n’Oko, d[ ka ha na-eme n’ qj[ gbara ibe isii. 
N’ihi ya, q bx nwoke maqbx nwunye ya ga-ewere aka abxq were ibe qj[ abxq n’ime qj[ ahx 
gbara ibe asaa, q bxrx nwoke o nye nwunye ya nke o ji n’akaekpe, ebe nwany[  ga-enye di ya 
nke o ji n’aka nri. Emume qj[ gbara ibe asaa bx nnukwu emume n’Oko, n’ihi na q bx qkxkq 
na-abx obere anx e ji eme emume ahụ. Nd[ mmadx na-egosi obixtq n’ebe emume qj[ gbara 
ibe asaa d[, site n’onyinye d[ iche iche ha na-enye, ma onye chere qj[ ahx na onye gburu anx e 
ji eme emume ahx. Oriri, na q]x]x ya na-ebu ibu nke na o na-emetxta onye qbxla nq ebe a 
na-eme ya. 
 
Okwu Xfqdx Pxtara Ihe n’Emume Qj[  
E nwere xfqdx okwu pxrx iche na-abata n’emume a na-emere qj[ Igbo. Na mpaghara 
edemede a, a ga-eleba anya n’okwu ahx pxtara ihe n’emume qj[ n’ala Igbo. Okwu xfqdx 
pxtara ihe n’emume qj[ n’ala Igbo nd[ a ga-eleba anya n’edemede a gxnyere: “Onye wetara 
qj[ wetara ndx”, “Chineke taa qj[ n’otu ma any[ taa n’ibe”, “Qkx okenye gxnyere nwata n’aka 
agagh[ eregbu ya”, “Qj[ na-asq okwu”, “Qj[ Igbo anagh[ anx asxsx nd[ mba qzq”, “Ihiwe 
qj[ isi”, “Qj[ eze d[ eze n’aka”, “Qj[ ruo xlq o kwuo onye chere ya”, “Qj[ abxgh[ nri ma onye 
e kenyeghi ya na-ekpe mkpe”, na “Qj[ ezughi nd[ mmadx bx na mbq ad[gh[ n’isiaka”. 

Onye Wetara Qj[ Wetara Ndx 



Odezuruigbo: An International Journal of Igbo, African & Asian Studies, Maiden edition, 2016 
 

28 
 

Qj[ abxgh[ ndx ma na e jide qj[ n’aka a r[qwa ndx n’aka Ihe kere mmadx. Okwu a, bx otu 
n’ime okwu xfqdx pxtara ihe n’emume qj[ nd[ Igbo. Idigo (2002:33) zipxtara echiche a mgbe 
o kwuru na onye Igbo qbxla na-ar[q Chukwu ka o bie ogologo ndx, n’ihi na qnwx erughi eru 
bu arx. N’echiche d[ etu a, ka Anedo (2009:215) ji kwuo na ‘ekpere ogologo ndx onye Igbo 
na-ekpe, bx ka o wee hx xmx ya. N’otu  aka ahx, Udechukwu (2010:25) s[ na qj[ bx ndx, 
n’ihi na onye wetara ya wetara ndx, maka na a na-ata ya na-atxgh[ egwu, ma were ya na-
ar[qta ihe qma na ogologo ndx. Q bx qnqdx d[ elu nd[ Igbo dewere qj[, mere na q bx ya bx 
mkpxrx osisi onye Igbo na Chineke ji enwe mmekqr[ta. Q bx ndx bx isi ekpere onye Igbo ji 
qj[ n’aka na-ekpe. Okwu onye Igbo banyere ndx pxtara ihe n’ilu ha na-atx s[, “Ndx bx isi, 
n’ihi na a ghara ndx kpaa akx, onye iro erie ya”. 

Chineke {ta Qj[ n’Otu Ma Any[ Taa n’Ibe 

Okwu a pxtara ihe n’okwu a na-ekwu n’emume qj[ n’ala Igbo. Echiche d[ etu a, si na ugwu 
na nsqpxrx mmadx na-akwanyere ihe o kwenyere na q bx ya kere ya. Q dibeghi onye hxrx 
Chukwu anya, ma ya fqduzie nke [ma ma q na-ata qj[. Okwu a bx Chineke [ta n’otu, si 
n’echiche na nkwenye na q bx qj[ ka mmadx na Chineke ji  enwe mmeko ma na-erikokwa. 
N’otu aka ahx, q bx kwa okwu na-ezipxta ad[gh[ ike nke mmadx. N’qnqdx a ka mmadx ji 
agwa ihe kere ya na ikike o ji awa qj[ ata d[ ya n’aka. 

Qkx Okenye Gxnyere Nwata n’Aka Agagh[ Eregbu Ya 

Okwu a bx otu n’ime okwu qkpx a na-ekwu emume qj[ nd[ Igbo. Okwu a na-ezipxta xzq 
echiche abxq. Nke mbx pxtara ihe na mmekqr[ta mmadx na Chineke. N’ebe a, okenye ma q 
bx onye eze na-agq qj[, si n’okwu a enye Chineke ugwu na nsqpxrx d[ ka nwata na-enye 
okenye. Q bx nke a mere na onye na-agq qj[ ga-akpqku Chineke  ma r[q ya ka q nqnyere ya 
n’[gq qj[ ahx. Maka na onye ya na nna ya so aga n’xzq anagh[ atx xjq. Okodo (2003:176) 
s[ na e ji qj[ ehunyere Chineke ekpere nke na oge qbxla a chqrq ikpe ekpere e were ya. N’aka 
nke qzq, okwu a pxtara ihe n’ebe okenye nyere nwata oghere maqbx ikike [gq qj[ n’ihi otu  
ihe maqbx ibe ya. A na-ahxkar[ qnqdx a na mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya. Kama na xd[ qnqdx 
a abxgh[ ihe a na-ahx oge  qbxla n’qgbakq nd[ Igbo, nke qzq bx na xfqdx mmadx 
anagh[ ekwe ewere oghere d[ etu a ma e nye ha. Q bx nke a mere na onye e nyere ikike d[ etu 
a, aghagh[ [kqrq qhanaeze na q bxgh[ n’ike aka ya ka o ji awa qj[ ahx. Q bx n’qnqdx d[ etu a, 
ka e ji ekwu na qkx okenye gxnyere ya bx nwata n’aka agagh[ eregbu ya. Onye kwuru okwu 
a si na ya na-akwanyere okenye nyere ya ikike ahx ugwu na nsqpxrx d[r[ ya. 

Qj[ na-Asq Okwu 

Okwu a bx na qj[ na-asq okwu, apxtagh[ na a gagh[ ekwu okwu n’ebe e chere qj[, kama na q 
bx otu xzq nd[ Igbo si akwanyere qj[ ugwu. Ihe nke a pxtara na ndx nd[ Igbo, bx na a 
gagh[ ahapx emume qj[ kwuwe ihe qzq. Oge qbxla qj[ pxtara n’qgbakq nd[ Igbo, a na-eme ka 
okwu niile dajxq ka e wee malite emume ya. Ihe nke a ji d[ oke mkpa bx na okwu maqbx 
ekpere e ji qj[ ekpe metxtara onye Igbo qbxla. Maka na q bx n’ekpere qj[ ka mmadx, na 
Chineke, nd[ichie na mmxq d[ iche iche nq n’ala Igbo si enwe mmekqr[ta. 

 

Qj[ Igbo Anagh[ Anx Asxsx Nd[ Mba Qzq 

Echiche a bx  na qj[ Igbo anagh[ anx asxsx nd[ mba qzq, gbanyere mgbqrqgwx na nkwenye 
nd[ Igbo na qj[ abxgh[ naan[ maka nd[ nq ndx. Kama na o metxtara nd[ a nagh[ ahx anya. Ihe 
a nagh[ ahx anya d[ ka Chineke, ala, nd[ichie na mmxq d[ iche iche nd[ Igbo na-akpqku ma ha 
na-agq qj[. Ha kwenyere na nd[ a nxrx ma sxq asxsx Igbo ugbua ma na oge ha nq ndx kwesiri 
isonye n’emume qj[. Q bx nke a mere na [sxwa asxsx mba qzq n’emume qj[, bx xzq ikewapx 
onwe ha n’ebe nd[ ahx q bx ha hafere omenala na emume qj[ n’aka ha nq. Nke a ga-eme ka 
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ha ghara isonye n’emume qj[ ahx. Q bx echiche d[ etu a, mere na mgbe qbxla any[ were onye 
ma q bx nd[  qb[a anagh[ aghqta asxsx Igbo, a na-eme ka ha mata na qj[ anagh[ anx asxsx qzq 
na-abxgh[ Igbo. Orji (1999) d[ ka Okodo (2003:176) zipxtara na tutu nd[ qcha ab[a na 
nd[ Igbo were qj[ ka oke ihe nke ha na-akwanyere ugwu na nsqpxrx q d[gh[ mkpxrx osisi qzq 
ha na-akwanyere ya. Q bx n’echiche d[ etu a, mere na asxsx e ji agq  qj[ n’ala Igbo taa bx 
Igbo. Etu a ka asxsx Igbo na emume qj[ si bxrx imi na qnx. 

Ihiwe Qj[ Isi 

Nd[ be any[ na-ekwu okwu na-as[ mawa qj[ akwa na qj[ gba qtq. N’otu aka ahx ha na-ekwu 
s[ hiwe qj[ isi na q na-atx isi kpqrq kpqrq n’qkwa qj[. Okwu nd[ a na-ezipxta echiche na e ji 
ego eche qj[, n’xzq bxla e si wee kwuo ya. Ihiwe qj[ isi bx okwu pxtara ihe n’emume 
qj[ n’Qmabala na obodo nd[ gbara ya gburugburu. Idigo (2002:47) s[ na e ji ego eche 
qj[ n’qtxtx ebe. Omume d[ etu a bx nke e ji mara nd[ qch[ch[ ime obodo Qmabala 
n’Anambara Steeti na obodo ha na ya bidewere.  Iji ego hiwe qj[ isi abxgh[ ihe qhxrx n’ 
Qmabala. Q bx xzq e si akwanyere onye ma q bx nd[ echichi ugwu. A na-etinye ego mgbe a 
na-echere onye echichi qj[, iji wee kwanyere ya ugwu maka echichi o chiri. N’otu aka ahx, 
mgbe mmadx tinyere onye qb[a ya ego qj[, bx xzq e si egosipxta mgbakwasa xkwx ekpere e 
kpere maka akxnaxba e ji qj[ wee r[q n’aka Chineke. Q bx n’ihi echiche d[ etu a ka Idigo 
(2002:47) ji kwuo na q bx onye echichi ma q bx nd[ echichi nq n’ebe e mere ego qj[ ga-eke 
ya. Echiche a na-akqwa na ego qj[ abxgh[ nke onye qbxla. 

Qj[ Eze D[ Eze n’Aka 

Qj[ eze d[ eze n’aka apxtagh[ na eze ga-anqr[r[ n’ebe qbxla a na-eme emume qj[ e kwuru 
okwu a. Q d[ xzq ihe abxq okwu a na-ezipxta mgbe qbxla e kwuru ya. Nke mbx bx oge 
mmadx nwere onye qb[a, ma bxrx onye q tqrq atq. O cheere ya qj[, onye qb[a ahx na-eburu 
qj[ ahx e chere ya bunye di nwe xlq n’aka ka q gqq, ma gwa ya na “qj[ eze d[ eze n’aka”. 
Okodo (2003:178) kqwara nke a, na nd[ qb[a na-agwa dinwexlq ka q gqq qj[ n’ihi na qj[ eze 
d[ eze n’aka. N’qnqdx d[ etu a, dinweụlọ ahx na-anqchi anya eze, n’ ihi na q bx ya ka q 
d[r[ [gq qj[ n’qgbakq qhaobodo maka na qj[ qha d[ eze n’aka.  

N’aka nke qzq, mmadx nwee onye qb[a n’isi xtxtx mgbe dinwexlq awabeghi qj[ xtxtx ya. Q 
bx dinweụlọ ga-awa qj[ ahx, n’ihi nke a nd[ qb[a ahx na-agwa onye nwe xlq ka q waa 
qj[ xtxtx n’agbanyeghi ma okenye q nq n’ebe ahx ma q nqgh[ ya. N’xzq d[ etu a, a na-agwa 
d[ nwe xlq na “qj[ eze d[ eze n’aka”. N’echiche d[ etu a ka Okodo (2003:178) ji kwuo na q bx 
onye nwe xlq na-awa qj[ xtxtx, maka na onye Igbo na-ekwu na, “A nagh[ agha mmadx ekpu 
ngwuru ya”. Ilu qzq dabara n’otu echiche a, bx na, “Mmadx anagh[ abx nwata n’anx o gburu”. 
Q bx nke a, mere na a na-agwa onye nwe xlq na qj[ eze d[ eze n’aka mgbe qbxla nd[ mmadx 
nqnyere ya n’[wa qj[ xtxtx. 

Qj[ Ruo Xlq O Kwuo Onye Chere Ya 

Qj[ anagh[ ekwu okwu mana e ji qj[ akq akxkq ije. Okwu a bx na qj[ ruo xlq o kwuo onye 
chere ya, pxtara ihe n’emume qj[ n’ala Igbo. Na mpaghara Qmabala, a na-echere onye qb[a si 
ebe d[ anya b[a qj[ abxq. Ha waa otu, onye qb[a ahx ewere nke qzq laa wee kqq akxkq ije ya. 
Udechukwu (2010:31) zipxtara nke a, mgbe q s[ na qj[ were akxkq o na-akq. Nd[ Igbo were 
mmas[ na mmekqr[ta ha na mmadx ibe ha, ma bxrx nd[ na-ebu qd[mma nwanne ha n’obi. 
Nke a mere na ha na-agwa nd[ xlq ha na nd[ agbataobi ha mgbe qbxla ha na-eje obodo qzq. Q 
bx nke a mere na onye mere njem aghagh[ [kq akxkq ije ma q lqta. Qj[ bx otu n’ime ihe onye 
gara njem wee lqta ji akxkq ije. Q bx n’xzq d[ etu a, ka “qj[ ruo xlq o kwuo onye chere ya 
pxtara ihe. 

Qj[ Abxgh[ Nri Ma Onye E Kenyeghi Ya Na-Ekpe Ikpe 
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Okwu a bx na onye e kenyeghi qj[ na-ekpe ikpe, n’agbanyeghi na qj[ abxgh[ nri si na 
nleghara anya qtxtx mmadx n’ebe ichere onye qb[a qj[ d[. N’ihi na qj[ bx ihe izizi onye Igbo 
kwesiri inye onye qb[a ya. Maka na q bxrx na e nyeghi onye qb[a qj[, ihe soro ya mere ya na 
q ghagh[ [kqrq nd[ mmadx na e nyeghi ya qj[. Udechukwu (2010:27) zipxtara echiche a nke 
qma, n’ilu a bx na “mmxq na-eri ebule, qj[ bx mbx”. Q gara n’ihu kqwaa na onye qb[a e 
nyeghi qj[ aghagh[ ikpe mkpe ya n’oge qzq q ga-ab[a, na e nyeghi ya qj[ n’oge gara aga. Q bx 
n’otu  echiche a ka o ji kwuo na qj[ kar[r[ nri, maka na q bx mkpxrx osisi jupxtara n’ihe 
omimi nke na onye e nyeghi ya anagh[ ele anya sere. 

N’otu echiche a ka Okodo (2003:177) ji kwuo na q bxrx otu ibe qj[ ka mmadx tara, q na-eme 
ka agxx ya beleta. N’otu aka ahx, Okodo (2003:177) d[ ka  q d[ na Chukwukelu (2001) s[ na e 
ji qj[ ezu ike. E ji ya ataghar[ qnx, n’ihi na ewu na-ata xza anagh[ anwx. Q bx echiche d[ etu a, 
mere na nd[ mmadx anagh[ achq ka oke qj[ nke ha gafee ha, ma d[ njikere mkpe ikpe ya ma q 
bxrx na a kpachara anya  kehie ha qj[. 

Qj[ Ezughi Nd[ Mmadx Bx Na Mbq Ad[gh[ n’Is[aka 

Mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya pxtara ihe na ndx nd[ Igbo n’emume [gq qj[, ike na ihara qj[. 
Nke na q d[gh[ onye ga-achq ka e keghie ya qj[ mgbe qbxla a wara qj[. Nd[ Igbo anagh[ ata 
qj[ n’ihi na qj[ na-eju afq ka nri, kama na q bx ezi xzq mmadx na ibe ya si enwe  mmekqr[ta 
ma na-erikqr[takwa. N’echiche d[ etu a, Udechukwu (2010:26) kqwara na qj[ na-egosi 
[hxnanya na nkwenye nd[ Igbo. Q bx [hxnanya ahx a e si n’emume qj[ ezipxta n’ala Igbo, 
mere na q d[gh[ onye ga-achq ka oke qj[ ya fuo. Nke a mere na e nwere ike ikwu na qnqdx 
qj[ na emume ya  nq n’ala Igbo, site n’ijiko xmx Igbo qnx mgbe qbxla a na-eme emume ya, 
bx etu emume oriri ahx na qbara Jeso Kristi si wee jikoo nd[ otu Kristi qnx. Nke a mere na q 
bx mbq ad[gh[ n’isiaka ga-eme na qj[ ezughi nd[ nq n’ebe a wara ya. Maka na emume 
qj[ n’ala Igbo gbadoro xkwx n’[hxnanya, nke sitere n’ezi mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya. 

Elo Odee 

Qj[ na emume ya bx omenala gazuru Igbo niile, ma na emume a na-emere ya d[ iche iche na 
mpaghara d[ iche iche n’ala Igbo. Q bx nke a ka o ji d[ mkpa nke ukwu na xmxakwxkwq na 
nd[ na-eme nchqcha n’asxsx na omenala Igbo, bagidere nchqcha n’ihe banyere etu obodo 
d[ iche iche si eme emume qj[, q kachas[ n’ebe o metutara qj[ na ibe ole q gbara. Nke a ga-
enye aka mee ka agxgx qj[ n’ala Igbo zuo oke ma pxtawanye ihe. 

Mmechi 

A na-eweta edemede nchqpxta a isiokwu ya bx ‘{nakamma n’ Emume Qj[ n’Oko’gbasara ọjị 

nke gbara ibe isii ma ọ bụ asaa na okwu xfqdx pxtara ihe n’emume qj[ n’isi njedebe. N’ihi na 
ihe qbxla were mbido, ga-eweriri njedebe. Qj[  bx otu n’ime omenala Igbo kwesiri 
nchekwaba n’xzq pxrx iche. {nakamma bx otu n’ime emume pxtara ihe n’emume qj[ n’Oko, 
nke q bx n’qj[ gbara ibe isii na asaa ka a na-anọ ezipxta ya.  
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