A Chapter 1_29_‘%x

\\\'—\_

COLLOCATION FOR EFFECTIVE
COMMUNICATION: THE IGBO EXAMPLE

UGOCHUKWU, CHINWEUDE N.
Department of Igbo, African and Asian Studies
Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka

ABSTRACT
Collocation is the tendency for words to occur together repeatedly. Certain lexical items
exhibit the tendency to co-occur. Lack of the knowledge of collocation patterns of lexical
items makes speakers of a language to be prone to all sorts of collocational errors which
can be more disruptive in communication than grammatical errors. This paper examines
the concept of collocation using Igbo examples. The work identified, classified and
analysed major types of collocations in Igbo language. The work observes that correct use
of strong collocations shows an excellent command of the language and can help impress
native speakers of one’s ability to speak the language well. The knowledge of collocation
in a given language will make one’s use of language more natural and easily understood.
Also learning about words that commonly go together gives the speaker alternative and
richer ways of expressing himself. Moreover the knowledge of collocation is of immense
importance in semantics as one cannot achieve mastery of a language without the
knowledge of words that go together. In addition, as languages are continuously
developing, it is important that various aspects of Igbo language should be studied for the

advancement of knowledge.

INTRODUCTION e :
The basis of interaction in any given society is the language of the people. It is a

means of communication which endows each person with the facility for' greater self
expression and improved relations with others 1n the same language community.
According to Harris (1980: 1-3) “The more people u1:1derstan.d the language they use,
the less problem they have™. Part of knowing a languz%ge 1'5 k-nowmg not.only wh.a.t words
mean but, what their typical collocations are. C,jollocatlon is the habitual juxtaposition of.a
particular word with another word or words with a frequency of greater than chance. It blS
a familiar grouping of words especially “’Off_ls that habltua.ll)_/ appear togetherdand thereby
convey meaning by association. Certain lexical items exhibit the natural len'ency fto co-
C’C'Cur‘i e iler;is which have the tendency to co-oceur are called collocates of each

249

Scanned with CamScanner




) by,
1Che,

1|
HOr 7
/(
! "Jl”‘-‘

3 ";[”H_l:*.ﬂ\}'

. o f Fil‘
“’li‘-l{')‘(h'

o
il

Scanned with CamScanner




Hy ﬁﬂm + Verb Collocations

ere, noun collocates with a verb i

4 _%example.
21. Nwa na-ebe akwa
~ Nwa na-ebe akwa

Noun aux part vrt noun

The baby is crying.

22. Obi nyere Ngozi ihe.

VL
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tion made from combination of verb, noun and
types include; noun + noun, noun + verb, verb +

Mother and father
Head and eyes
Nose and mouth
Hands and legs

Up and down

Goat and fowl
Mother and children

Meat and fish

Prayer and hymn
Salt and oil

Yam and cocoyam
Hoe and machete
Light and darkness
Bow and arrow
Head and tail

Kite and fowl
Forest and pathway
Traditional spoon and pot
Brother and sister
Play and joke

n a syntagmatic relationship.
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with prepositions in a syntactic relation.

o N collocates with the preposition n’(on). The verb
with the reduplicated ‘re’ which is a prepositional suffix (Mbah
, leaning preposition since it cannot exist independently.
gmm the preposition n'ime (inside). In 35, the verb
es with the preposition ‘l‘otpln’!(inda)

Collocation -+ ' : |
a verb co-occurs with an adverb in a syntagmatic relationship.
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46. Nwoke ojii ahu zutara ugboala ocha.
Nwoke ojii ahu zutara ugboala ocha.
Noun adj det verb+past noun adj.

The black man bought a white car.

47. Nwaanyiocha ahu lutara di 0joo.
Nwaanyiocha ahu lutara di ojoo.
Noun  adj det verb+past noun adj.
The white woman married a bad husband.

48. Agwa oma butere aha oma.

Noun adj verb+past noun adj.
Good behaviour brought a good name.

In example 46, the adjective “ojii’ (black) co-occurs with ‘ocha’ (white), which is
another adjective. The adjective ‘ocha’ in 47 collocates with ‘0joo’ while ‘oma’
collocates with ‘oma’ in 48.

Collocation, Fixed Expression and Idiom

Some words are most commonly found paired with other words to create a semantic
unit or lexeme. When words become grouped in almost predictable ways, they are fixed
expressions. Some fixed expressions in English include: ‘desirable residence’, ‘I put it to
you’, ‘it is a matter of choice’, as a matter of fact’ ‘it is okay by me’, ‘it is alright” etc.
There are quite a number of fixed expressions in Igbo language that have been used over
time. Here are some examples; :

49. N’otu ntabi anya - in a twinkle of an eye

50. Ka o sinadi - as a matter of fact

51. Weediri gaba - etc. (and so on)

52. Bido n’isi rue n’odu - from A - Z (as a whole)

53. Ebeano - the in thing (the thing in vogue)
54. Kao hzi m otu a - let me stop here.

55. Ole naole - very few

Sometimes, the group of words is s0 well rooted in the language that the meaning of
e ignored or metaphorical meanings are not visualized. Such a
group has a meaning that is not to be found in the analysis of its parts — such expressions
are idioms — Saeed, (2003:60) defines “idioms” as words collocated that became affixed
‘o each other until metamorphosing into a fossilized term”. This collocation-words
commonly used in a group — redefines each component. word in the 'word group and
becomes an idiomatic expression. Moreover, an idiom is an expression, words, or a
phrase whose sense means something different from what the words literally imply. The

the component words ar

255

Scanned with CamScanner



Scanned with CamScanner

he language and
vell. For example,
‘Strong Tea' not

’
anguage. Propér
el of personal and
terns of lexical itc?ms
n than grammatl“]




Scanned with CamScanner




THE EAGLE OF 1GBO LITERATURE:

A Festschettt in Honour ot
Prot. G. O. Onyckaonwu (ttigbuchas Eziokwu)

Scanned with CamScanner



