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A COMPARATIVE STUDY AND CULTURAL IMPLICATIONS OF RED
IN CHINESE AND IGBO LANGUAGE

Abstract

Red is an ancient colour. Since it is the colour of blood, it is only natural that it is closely associated
with blood. The colour red holds profound cultural connotations in both Chinese and Igbo cultures. This
research aims to conduct a comparative study of the colour red with regards to its concept in Igbo and
Chinese language. The differences and similarities will also be x-rayed. In order to make the influence
of the colour red very evident, the research will employ a comparative and observational method. The
theoretical framework is based on the colour-in-context theory proposed by Elliot and Maier(2012)
which posits that due to both biological and cultural reasons, different colours elicit different
psychological associations depending on the contexts in which they are encountered. This write-up
brings up similarities between the two cultures to assert some level of ancient similarities between them.
The study is significant as the knowledge of the implications of the colour red in both cultures is
important in cross cultural relations. Instances of culture shock that would have arisen from these
implications can be easily dealt with. It is the hope of the researcher that this paper will foster mutual
understanding between the two cultures and open up avenues for further research.

Keywords: symbolism, red, culture shock, cross cultural relations

Ozioko Page 224



Interdisciplinary Journal of African & Asian Studies, Vol. 7, No.2, 2021

—. 55

Hbr Dok, 2Rz 1o R EHE A E. R e AR G SCkic 2], it
AL G A AR AL S R RS AT CESRAAARA L o LB DOE RIS X 72 X
R, A R 5 SO A R A e I

EPGEER, B ERZ S b Ea . XA ARRRSNE N TR . AR HkE
% v 90 2 BRI TTREAN E N TF A3 b [ i China, tak 2 M i B B T LT B R ) W) 2
e AT, BT DR RSP S, RES ROl . ZME A X R E @AY ff China-red
ik 2 P E LD (R BT, 2019) . H AR i LISk, 20 (s AR [ €. i AR )L b AR AR
B NGEUSHEE LIRSS, W R G R O 2 1 B A KA R
“HiE .,

PR b . PHERE A £ & 2 AN T 2 BT SR e s . 25 R R E R A
Jor s E G AR B, BUASHAIENE . YRR 2 B B SR IE
2%, JIF DAL (oA A ) — Be 5B 9% 1 ufie’[oufei] . ‘uhie’[ouhie]. ‘meimei’[meimei]Ek ¥
‘obalaobala’[aubalaaubala]. 7E 40 (1) 005K 57 5 B BN SERRSEBRTE & B DSRAE A 77, 3K
HTH EaE L, L NETETHENBEE . BRI NS S MEALY)
(lsichei,1978) .

=, HEigHESR

W FAKEEENiot and Maier (2012) [1JE5E H BTSSR ME A SIS Lt I T . 1%
YA S22 RN R F IR RO AT S I H SR 52 87 P JE IR A DR N AR — EL
PRECAE S FE. RIGAH AR, oAt 1 SN AT BE A& R AR (PAE R 4l A W M 2 fd A 2 2 =1 1 i
(K)o 32 FHXANBEAGBR AT DAHEI, PR A AR S A A o [ SO Ak — BLAE Bl 20 (2 1 BT A 1R 46 i DA
A2 2 Rt 2 T BAESH L B A SN

=, XERgR
LA POE BRI R B HEIR . Huang Qiang (2011) AR UL, JLT-R N AT T

SRR L AT . AE T SR, ACCHEUR IR SR, IR S SRR B
ETEPGE RN T E A, ERIHEYRAREMEEESR (Guimei He 2009) it BL KB

gy, ABRAEETE L HER . Okafor(2020) R 7 th R B, RN E UL, 20 EERRPH. K
B, ZAWBRAUN—BHEFAMA.

Summer Stewart(2021) 7E b i) 2247 & 4 40 (A EPGE B E B RAE. iR B A4
BRe . b, HER, ATRREGE, MI—BRESRAE. HriRaG s 5 a amEisLLmg
IEEAF R I A RR D ZANEF B —ADNHEE A,

DU, AEADEMFEE R R KAHR R
LRI B T ANREAB AT, BRI .

(—) KRR

TH 573 W0 R BRI A 35 B DAAE rp o AR 3, KRR SRR 3l 1 iy 1 TR o 3 B 22
o TR RO AR R R RIE — T, X AR P S EAS 3 . iy HLACRH ]
PARFAIRPTEL— BRI, @ N AT R AUk, BT eiii2 Nl R

SRR G, AR P AR TR R I (SAGEHY . UaEHH) &
Isichei(1976) I\ A% Gt SCAL A2 TR FHAE BB MF S I ER ARG o 8 S QP A% B
PRR) BOANNEAEAERZ T, GH 5 KRR . KA NZ L esk b reiRig.

FENTR Tl ARG R, 28 S NI B 2 8] ) R0 5% 22 211 57 DL o

Isaac Ogbodo(2019) % 845 H i AL G SCUATIR 24, fdfitdT 2 — 2 B Sy it BRI . ALK €0
Zith, MEbRSRE - RAGKAF. theH SRR 2 SRR E . ST
H, VISHAGRLL R . RN DOE A GHEE B AL A R B S R

Ozioko Page 225



Interdisciplinary Journal of African & Asian Studies, Vol. 7, No.2, 2021

() MEEFE

hERESCEE, AEERZ SMEEFED, i, A E ORI, HERHEER
HAR K ER FIG . iRz (2019) FEHAEBRABAE A, o5 8R40 8k, S48 E R
B, B RS R NS I

M EAFHENEABFFX AT, R B OUE DGR M FHETE BEA &5t AL E 2
NAFMEE. POEGEFHEE POV MBGR AR RIE. A 7 A 1L, M
K, AEATIR T . PUR BRI SRR L BGR . B 2 21 B 520 EERGER -

%Korieh(2007) it 5% i), BHE SO R —ANRBESCHT . A — QL ERIR, BN DI S22l
TS BHAES R AIER . KA AES LA DA SNBR. IINERZH

L ORENT k. ENTREHAMED O SR, TR, K. BERMER. 57 EENEM
FE, A EEGSUHAEY . SR, N 7T 80RT5, RTINS AT 2R 5)
PrEEHE MR AE . AERXAE ISR R RIS T, AT EAMEXS T2 78 & BRI R

T,E\‘o
LA DR BIEGALRUE, FEBGA £ R R IR U R iy o LLBIEFAEE =i, BE
JER A SO B R DL BRI Ttk I N ISR R A I, LTy
—AE IR R BHEE B RN . A R AL LA R A P Y Ozo T g S AL
I 22 b — TREL R R AR

(2) EBFHRIAE
HEANDPEFHEN—ATEN, FRHRLOKNIERNZ R LaRIIRET. FiEA
WA R4, i@ id Herbert M. Cole(1966)4H I R A MBI AL SR, BB A IH AL 2 5K
KPP A HRONBTE P CalusiD AOFH. S PERAIACSKREZ i), &5 t. FIAAR
WAFBTEVEH R KN g LB BB LR AL BB LL Ol A 1 A4 B B

T, AEEPGEMFHEEERBRAR K

DUF AR EE R L ORI AE AN R RO SO Z2 R PRI . 20 CAE DU B @A P
DA LE TR, KEI KT GBI KCR . P, R 52 gl
BRI NRGER. ZOEFEARLH P aEm2IEE. oA S — DRI R AL
HoeE, ZEGEGE 10 EREE DA A g s, 20,

LA DR AR, ARSI AL B AT E2E . P LR 2T — R 4 iR e 2
S R E B A AEDUERA AR MRS, 20, 2030, A XME R
IR A i i P SR A QR e R Aty SR o B N RAT DAAE H 2R 35 R X A e AT
S, SIEFRMAS PRI S, 2 0 2 04 9 A, 3PS 5 iC el 25 g sm i BT 2 M
3SR L AN N e PIS SR AN & S o SRR G IR AR SNk Avi vl o

AOAEMETE S AR K, ERIGER TAGIERPRIE S, RIEERIE. Fia. #E.
R MR AR A R E L, BAEERER . BE. B,

PRl LT (AT 5 B ) — TR A AT N B R mfie,  in e A iR Ja B B gy B — T
2L . Newafrikan77 (2018) $RE|FHER PG KH (10 LLIE T RALEBUR, feGtfiscie; et
AR T BRI S A R R A 4L S BB AT AL T LA o

SR, AEAEDOEMPFEIE R GAEAFE . E AN SR E % A —FE . ED0ER
FALEEA DR HEEEEZ PRSI B

Ozioko Page 226



Interdisciplinary Journal of African & Asian Studies, Vol. 7, No.2, 2021

AN =12N

(—) W#EZERER

FEGNGR P 57 50 H KA AL 72 B A — A IRTERE I S . — AR AL 2 I AR 2 i S
S RIREFHAE WAL —K, S2AENHA LG LG, I ER2 78y, H
(12228 DUPRBE IR ME B Z M AAL I S AR T SRR ROSALI#R B AE T IR N
FAEFH R Y KA RS B R 5 R (HRAEANRZNTR TR x4 2 h—
ANAET AR GE o — {57 0T B8 R AT DURE S i A o

FERPANDOEZEAT, BRSAEE 5 2 A SOH DR 22 22 4 2 e Lty B P 8 BA i SCAL IR
SCHIATE R Dy g O S BRI R BRI 2RI, a7 SO U —FR > AN RE BRI . IR
U REATHFAER, 20 TS S AR A8 225 P IR IR SO SR B AR D IR . L, 208 7040,
AU RARIZE BRI, A0t~ R, LR AAS A EORESERK
SCR T fRFEH B -

(=) XHEESLR B

AR BHEE MPGE R R EA —FE, DUE BRI tBGR . PUE BLTH 70 2 H A0S 30
R KA OATERIR. S RARE . (B ERE I A B A oy . fHE
ERAAFE, SIER - BAS UL . RNERBL M, — RO A B R
a2 RS AR RS T .

L. &iE

TR AT LB, BT LT TR SEhRME . AR LBt R s B o ), By
FEERAE T BRI, BARBUEBA 2 1, ERIEIR AT DUE N5 ARG ER I
Ao AE NG T EASIA U IRAEGEIEALD O BN LS. P EARFEA
FTASIERY, —F BIBRZLNE T 10t ol S AR A 2 A7 Lo 384T, R B — M7 18
Wk AT T, WS REAE R L. KE TR LS AL BR AT AR I, £ 4 .
MR IR S R 2L A RTRT LS T 31 (5 7 -

(—) ABERARKN=NHEKR

DUE A —AJE = WAE . W NN M EN I =AU AR FR. =W
HE — MANBNR AR WA SRR AR EA S ERXAPDEILT, REST]
R E . O =IA KRR AN — M ANHEERSERE T, RES
B NSy PG 20 PR S MLARA 5 N BFHIRE N 1) A PR B

(=) RH#HH TR
B PHEEE A DOE SRR, 55— ke RORBIMI SR — B T EL . A, X4
R B SR 7 — ELAEAR IR SCAL IS

(=) gl REEIFRIER

B NEIR — 7 — BE S AE 1 RO AHIBAR A W B WA U RE K AL AR 7R S8 BAH T, Dese
Hio PRI AELDS N T JE SCRPATE AL 2o ITBAR AL IR 2R B, Sl 225
Az AR BRI .

Rl LB FE EEBA R UERE SARMRATHER2 KIS NS ANKRR, TRAN
RSS2 M B ARG S, AEIARAT R T AR AZRR.

Ozioko Page 227



Interdisciplinary Journal of African & Asian Studies, Vol. 7, No.2, 2021

EEPE N
e BT

Alusi and Igbo tradition: Retrieved from https://africa.si.edu/exhibits/two_sculp/htm/igbo.htm
Empire Textile blog. Retrieved from
https://www.empiretextiles.com/blog/portfolio/west-african-  cloth-what-do-the-colours-
really-mean.

Guimei,H.(2009)English and Chinese Cultural Connotation of Color words in Comparison. Retrieved
from www.csssenet.org/journal.html

Huang,Q.(2011)A study on the Metaphor of “Red” in Chinese culture. American International Journal
of Contemporary Research.

Isichei,E.(1978) Igbo worlds. An anthology of Oral Histories and Historical Descriptions:
Philadelphia Institute for the study of Human issues.

Isichei,E.(1976) A history of the Igbo people. London: Macmillan
https://newafrikan77.wordpres.com/2018/02/07/the-truth-behind-the-igbo-red-cap-red-0zo-
ichie-okpu-ogbuefis-opu-meaning-and-sacred-tradition/amp/

Okafor, U.(2020).Chinese colour Symbolism: Its significance to the Igbos. Odezurigho
Journal:Volume 4,No 1 (ISSN:2672-4243) .

Summer, S.(2021).Colour Meanings in Different Cultures. Retrieved from

https.//study.com/academy/leson/color-meanings-in-different-cultures.html.

B E = PE
LREWIRTS CEIIURIRIVAL SR FRIRL, B2 L0 AuRs ik /1) https:
/139.163./dy/article/FBUAK8BB05117MN7R.html.

FiRe (AmEEFAe—HE NNt EZa )
https://m.toutiaocdn.com/16655601996977930755/

PIMECRE B B L= 3 AR F G — A T R G AN REAE) IR H AR, 2 02 0 — 0
9—19.

Ozioko Page 228


https://africa.si.edu/exhibits/two_sculp/htm/igbo.htm
https://www.empiretextiles.com/blog/portfolio/west-african-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20cloth-what-do-the-colours-really-mean
https://www.empiretextiles.com/blog/portfolio/west-african-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20cloth-what-do-the-colours-really-mean
https://newafrikan77.wordpres.com/2018/02/07/the-truth-behind-the-igbo-red-cap-red-ozo-ichie-okpu-ogbuefis-opu-meaning-and-sacred-tradition/amp/
https://newafrikan77.wordpres.com/2018/02/07/the-truth-behind-the-igbo-red-cap-red-ozo-ichie-okpu-ogbuefis-opu-meaning-and-sacred-tradition/amp/
https://m.toutiaocdn.com/16655601996977930755/

