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ComparativeAnalysisofHausaandZarmaTraditionalMarriage
Culture

RabiuAliyuRambo&DanoBalarabeBunza

Abstract
Marriagelikeinanyothertraditionplaysavitalroleamongthe
HausaandtheZarmacommunities.Marriageisoneoftheimportant
agentofsocializationsanddevelopmentofeverycommunitiesand
nationatlarge.Thewordmarriagemeansabondorcontractthat
legalizestheunionofmanandwomanaswifeandhusband.Inthe
twocommunitiesunderstudy,marriageisconsideredasacultural
andreligiousobligation,assuchanymanorwomanwhohasnowife
orhusbandisreluctantlyacceptedasirresponsiblememberofthe
society.Itisinviewoftheabove,thispaperwishestocomparatively
studysome aspects ofmarriage culture in the two different
communities(HausaandZarma).Theproblem associatedtothis
studyisthat,mostoftheyoungergenerations,especiallytheyouth
arenotawareoftherealtraditionalmarriagecultureofthesetwo
communities,talklessofcomparingthetwocultures.Thus,the
motivebehindthisstudyistoexposetheyoungeronestoknow
someimportantmarriageculturesthatarepracticedinthetwo
communities.Themethodologyappliedinthestudyincludesuseof
libraryandoralinterviews.Inaddition,a“CulturalComparative
Theory”isusedintheresearch,asitgivesacomparativeguidefor
analysisonthedatacollected.Equallythesignificanceistoassistin
strengtheningandbridgingupthegoodsocio-culturalrelationship
between the two communities.The paperalso discussed the
differencesandsimilaritiesonsomeaspectsoftraditionalmarriage
culturesofthetwocommunities.Attheendofthisresearch,the
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paperisabletofindandstatesomesubstantialdifferencesand
similaritiesinthetraditionalmarriageprocessesbetweenHausaand
Zarmacommunities.

Introduction
Marriageinstitutionplaysavitalroleinalmosteverysocietyinthe
world.Likeinanyothercommunity,HausaandZarmacommunities
placethetraditionofmarriagetobeanoccasionthatcallsforjoy
andmerriment;itentailsacelebrationoflifethatcanbeconsidered
asaninstitutionofitself1. Everyparentinthetwocommunities
wishestoseetheirchildrenaremarriedwhentheyarematured.
MarriageinbothHausaandZarmacommunitiesmeansabondora
contractthatlegalizestheunionofmanandwomanashusbandand
wife.Marriageisconsideredasaculturalandreligiousobligation
amongtheHausaandZarmapeople.Itisinviewoftheabove,the
two communities considered any person who is mutualand
physicallyfitformarriage,butreluctantlyrefusedtomarryas
irresponsiblememberofthesociety.

Marriageinthetwocommunitiesislegalizedonlywhenthe
dowryhasbeenpaidbythehusbandtothewife.Althoughnofixed
amountisspecified,itdependsontheamountmentionedbythe
bride’sfatherorguardian(Waliyi/Wali).Inlinewiththeabove,this
paperwishestolookintosomeaspectoftraditionalmarriage
cultureofthetwocommunities(HausaandZarma).Thus,thearea
understudyinthispaperwillinclude:Abriefhistoricalbackground

1WasaguFI:VoicefromSilence:ALiteraryAnalysisofselectedTraditional
HausawomenweddingsongsfromSokoto.M.A.ThesisDepartmentofModern
EuropeanLanguages.UsmanuDanfodiyoUniversity,Sokoto.2007p38.
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ofHausasandZarmapeople,andattempthasbeenmadetowards
definingamarriage.Othersareasofstudyinthispaperincludes
someaspectoftraditionalmarriageculturebefore,duringandafter
themarriage.Inaddition,thepaperwillmakecomparativeanalysis
ofsomeaspectofmarriagecultureofthetwodifferentcommunities,
wherebydifferencesandsimilaritiesofthecultureswillbediscussed
andfinallytheconclusion.

TowardsDefiningMarriage
Theconceptofmarriagehasnouniversaldefinition.Marriagehas
differentmeaningindifferentculturesandmaymeandifferent
thingstopeoplelivingatthesametime.Thedefinitionofmarriage
dependsonthesocio-culturalandeconomicenvironmentofagiven
societyandmaychangefromtimetotime.2

In Islamic law,marriage is a civilcontractlegalizing
intercourseandtheprocreationofchildren.Itisaninstitutionthat
combinesbothworship(Ibadat)andsocialrelations(Mu’amulat).3

Othersviewmarriageindifferentperspective,asWasagu(2007:39)
quotedAlhassanetal(1980:1)saying“Marriageisthecoming
togetherofamanandwomaninalegitimatewaysoastoavoid
adultery,protectonesimage,helponeanotherandaboveallgivea
legitimatebackgroundtotheiroffspring’s.Wasagu,(2007:39).

However,Westermarkisoftheviewthat,“Therearethree
essentialelementineverynormalmarriage,thegratificationofthe
sexualimpulse,therelationbetweenhusbandandwifeandapart
from it,theprocreationofchildren.4 Othersociologistsperceived

2 Sa’adM.F.Acomparativestudyofmarriageintwomuslimcommunities.M.A
.ThesisUsmanuDanfodiyoUniversity.1989,page32.

3Ra’ufM.A.Islamicviewonwomenandthefamily.NewYork.CambridgePress.
1977p19.
4 Westermark.TheFutureofMarriageinWesternCivilization,Lahore.Pakistan.
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marriageasmutualrelationshipbetweenonepersonorpersonswith
anotherwiththezealofrelationshipashusbandandwife.5 In
addition,otherauthorshascontributed a lottowardsdefining
marriage,amongthemareAlhassan(1980)Saulawa,(1986)Sa’ad,
(1989)Rambo,(2007)amongothers.

Fromthevariousdefinitionsabove,onemayconcludetosay
thatamarriageisaconcreteandmutualrelationshipbetweenman
andwomancontrolundersomestipulatedguidelinesfrom the
communityorreligion.

BriefHistoricalBackgroundofHausaPeople
HausaisthenamebywhichthepeopleoftheHausaethnicgroup
callthemselvesandareunderstoodassuchbyotherpeople.Though,
ofcoursedifferentpeoplehaddifferentlocalnamesforthem.Hausa
isalsothenameofthelanguageofthepeople,andintheirliterature
theyhavenootherwordfortheircountrybutHausaland({asar
Hausa)thelandoftheHausapeopleorlanguage.6TheHausapeople
aremostlyfoundinNorthernNigeria,theyareequallyfoundin
DiasporassuchasinNiger,Benin,NorthernGhana,Cameronand
Sudanjusttomentionthefew.
Hausalandextendsfromlatitude10o southto20o northandfrom
longitude10o westto40o east.7 Thelandhashightemperature;it
alsohascold,dryanddustywindfrom Saharandesertknownas
Hamadanperiod,andaworm andhumidair,bringingairfrom the

1984p30.
5 Burgessetal.TheFamily.2ndEd.NewYork,AmericanBookCo.1953p16.
6Adamu,M.TheHausaFactorinwestAfricanHistory.Zaria.AhmaduBello
UniversityPress.1978p1
7WasaguFI:VoicefromSilence:ALiteraryAnalysisofselectedTraditional
HausawomenweedingsongsfromSokoto.M.A.ThesisDepartmentofModern
EuropeanLanguages.UsmanuDanfodiyoUniversity,Sokoto.2007p
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southernAtlanticOcean.Intermsofvegetationitislikethatof
Savannah Sudan and Sahelsavannah.Theirmain occupation
includesfarmingandrearingofanimalandtradingaswellas
extractingminerals.Theyalsohavecentralpoliticalsystemheaded
bytheSarki.8

BriefHistoricalBackgroundofZarmaPeople
Zarmapeoplehastheestimatedpopulationofabout34590,000,and
aremostlyfoundinNigerwiththepopulationof3,300,000,and
113,000livesinNigeria,1100livesinBurkinaFasoand69000lives
inGhana,38000livesinBenin.Theirrelatedethnicgroupincludes
Songhai;othersareNilo-Saharangroups,Fula,HausaandMande.
TheZarmalanguageisoneoftheSonghailanguagefamilies.The
ZarmapeoplesharecommonlanguageandculturewithSonghai’s,it
isbecauseofthisgoodrelationship,theZarmapeoplearesometime
referredtoas“Zarma-SonghaiorDjerma–Songhai”.Theyconstitute
asmallerethnicgroupswhowereeitherindigenous ofSonghai
EmpireandlaterassimilatedintoZarmapeopleorelseofZarma
origin who differentiated themselves in the pre-colonialtimes
(throughdialect,politicalstructureorreligion)
TheZarmapeoplethereforearesaidtomighthavemigratedfrom
FularegionaroundLacDebo,MalifromSonghaiEmpireandsettlein
AnzourouandZarmegandainthe16thcentury.ZarmakoyAboubacar
foundedtheDossostatefromhisownTaguruclanaround1750’s.It
remainedasmallcollectionofvillagesintheDallonBassovalley
until1820swhentheyledmuchoftheresistancetotheSokoto
caliphate.WhileDossofellunderthecontroloftheAmirofGando(A
subdivisionSokoto)between1849-1856.By1856-65theywere
convertedtoIslamduringZarmakoyKossoru.

8Sarki:Theheadorleader
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The language ofZarma isdialectofthe Nilo-Saharan
languagefamily.Traditionally,thepeopleofZarmaandSonghaiview
themselvesasonefamily.Itisestimatedthatover90%ofZarma
areMuslim,thereforeadheretotheteachingofIslamintheirdaily
activities.

SomeAspectofTraditionalMarriageCultureoftheHausaPeople
TherearesomanyculturesthatarepracticedbeforetheHausa
traditionalmarriagetakesplace.Here,thepaperwilllookintosome
aspectoftraditionalmarriagecultureoftheHausapeoplefromthe
courtshiptotheweedingdayandafterthemarriage.

CourtshipAmongtheHausaPeople

IntraditionalHausasociety,theparenthastheresponsibilityof
selectinghusbandfortheirchildren(Bothmalesandfemales),and
thechoiceoftheirparentisthefinalstandofconfirminghusband
andwivesforthem.Thatistosay,intraditionalHausasociety,the
girlshasnorighttoselecthusbandforthemselves.Although,after
embracingthereligionofIslam byHausas,thingshaschanged
graduallywheregirlsmaybeallowedtomaketheirownchoicewith
regardtowhomtheywishestomarry.

Hausapeopleprovideanavenuewereboysandgirlsmeetto
discussascourtship.Thisavenueincludemarketplaceorduring
nightchildplayorinanyotherceremonylikesallahandwedding,
andnamingceremonies.Aftertheboysawthegirlhelovetomarry,
hewillthensenthisfriendstodiscussthematterwithherdirectlyor
herfriends,ortoinformhisparentabouttheissue.

Aftertheyreachedconcussesoragreedtomarryeachother,
hethenpresentsagifttothegirlwhichwillbeconveyedbythe
parentoftheboyorhisguardiantothegirl’sguardian.Thegiftis
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called‘Isee,Ilove’whichiscalled‘Naganiinaso’.Ifthegiftis
accepted,thegirl’sparentwillgivetheboypermissiontovisitthegirl
anddiscussthematterthoroughly.Traditionally,theboywillbe
visiting the girlweekly especially on the village marketday
accompaniedbyhisfriendsandthegirltoowithherfriendsor
sister.9 Thisisdonetoavoidanymisconductatthetimeoftheir
discussions,inthedaytimeoratnight.

MarriageWealth(DukiyarAure)
Eventuallyabondofloveandagreementwithgoodunderstanding
willbeestablishedbetweenthecouples.Theboyparentwillsent
marriagewealth(Dukiyaraure)tothegirl’sfamilyhousewhichwas
formallysomefarmproduct,butnowmoney.Thismoneywillthenbe
sharedamongthegirlrelativesinothertoinformthemthat,thegirl
gotasuitor,andalsotomakethemstartpreparingtheircontribution
forthesuccessoftheweedingwhenitistime.

Group/PhysicalWork(AikinGayya)

Inadditiontotheabove,insomeareasofHausaland,aftercourtship
hasdeveloped,theboyandhisfriendswillbeaskedtogofor‘aikin
ganya’wherefrom timetotimetheboywillbegoingtohisin-law
farm toassistthem infarmingactivitiesorsometimesdomestic
workwhichincludesbuildingatraditionalhouseorhutandlikewise.
Hausapeopleattachedagreatimportancetothisgroup/physical
work.Bytraditionitisdonetotesttheabilityoftheboyendurance.

9Rambo,R.A.(2007)Nazariakanwasukebabbunal’adunaurenHausawadana
Dakarkari.SashenHarsunanNijeriyaJami’arUsmanuDanfodiyoSokoto.Kundin
DigirinaBiyu.2007p69.
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BetrothalCeremony(Baiko)

Anotherimportanttraditionalcultureexercisedbeforemarriagein
Hausacultureisbetrothalceremony.Here,peoplewillbeinvitedto
gatheratthegirlhousewherethegirl’sfather’srelativesorwaliyi
opentheproceedingwiththefollowingannouncement:

“IUmarherebygivemydaughterHauwa’utoUsman,sonof
AlhajiTukurformarriageuponthepaymentofadowryof
thirtyfivethousandnairaonly(Forexample)”.

Aftertheannouncementofthegirl’sfather’srelative(Waliyyi),the
boy’sfather’srelativeorrepresentativewillmadeanacceptance
announcementasfollows:

“IShukkau,solemnlyacceptwhatMalam Umarsaidon
behalfofmysonUsman”

Aftertheannouncementoftheabovepersons,theImam willthen
lead prayers and the crowds disperse.After this betrothal,
traditionallynoanyotherpersonispermittedtocomeandpropose
thegirlformarriageagain.Thebetrothalgivesroom forthe
commencementofthecourtship.

PresentingGifttotheGirl(KayanToshi)

Afterthebetrothal,nextisthesuitor’svisittothegirl,whilevisiting
her,heusuallypresentstohersomegiftsfrom timetotimemore
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especiallyduringRamadanfastingorsallahfestival.Thesegiftsmay
includewrappers,cosmetics,blouses,jewelries,bags,andsoon.In
Hausatradition,thesegiftssignifytheeconomicstandardofthe
suitor,andservedasameanstomeasurethecapabilityofthesuitor
tohandlethegirlaftermarriage.

FixingtheWeddingDate(KayanSaRuwa/Lalle)

Again,anotherimportanttraditionthattookplacebeforethedayof
weedingceremonyisfixingdateforthemarriageceremony.Here,
someitemsaresenttothegirl’shousefortheaimoffixingthedate
fortheweddingceremonytotakeplace.Thismarkstheapproachof
thetimeforthewedding.Theitemsmayincludeallotheritemsin‘I
see,Ilike’(KayanNaganiinaso)but,mustincludehenna(Lalle).
Otheritemsincludefoodgrains,dates,cookingoil,plates,spoons,
bronzeplate(Tasa),mat,kolanutsandsoon.

OtherHausaTraditionalCulturesonMarriageCeremonyDay

Ontheweedingday,somanyculturalactivitiestookplacewhich
includestheweedingprayersledbytheChiefImam aftermarriage
sermonandannouncementofsomeconditionstotakecarebythe
groom (Ango).Theseconsistofbrideandgroom guardians,dowry,
witnesses and offerand acceptance (Siga).The marriage is
pronouncedbytheImamandpraisesingerswillannounceinlauder
voice.Thedowrymentionedmaybepaidinstantlyorlater.In
addition,insomeareasofHausaland,theyrequirethegroomtopay
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somemoneyformalam’s(Kudinmalamai),cousin’sandgrandparent
gift(KudinkakannidanaTaubasai)amongothers.

Itshouldbenotedthat,inthosedays,marriagecontractis
donebeforetheactualdayofweedingceremony,butnowitisdone
onmarriageday.Duringmarriageceremonymanyculturalactivities
tookplaceamongwhichincludessoakingofhenna(JikonLalle),
bridebathwithhenna(WankanAmarya)whichotherscallscudanya.
Othersincludeshanhakinmaye,lugude,andkidinkwaryaamong
others.Thesearesomeoftheculturalactivitiesthattakeplace
duringtheHausatraditionalweddingceremony.

SomeAspectsofHausaCulturesafterMarriage

Asearliermentioned,thatsomeactivitiestookplacebeforethe
marriageceremony,soalsoothersaretakingplaceafterthe
ceremony.Someoftheactivitieswhichtookplaceafterthemarriage
ceremonyincludethefollowing:

ConveyanceoftheBridetotheGroom’sHome(DaukarAmarya/Kai
Amarya)

Aftertheweddingceremony,thenextimportantaspectofHausa
culture thattakes place is conveyance ofthe bride (Daukar
Amarya/KaiAmarya)tothegroom’shouse.Traditionallyafterthe
sunrest,somewomenmostlyrelativesandneighborswilltakethe
bridetothegroom’shouse.Whilegoing;otherwomenandgirlswill
besinging,clappingandjokingfromthebridehousetothegroom’s
house.Lateron,falsebride(AmaryarKarya)willbetakenbygroom
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friendsasifsheistheoriginalbride.

VirginityoftheBride(KaiBante)

In Hausa communities’bride virginityisregarded to be very
importantculture.Whitematorwhitebedsheetwillbeusedon
consummationbed.Ifthebridewasfoundvirgin,itshowsthather
parentgavehergoodfamilytraining,andshewillbegivenaspecial
giftfromherfamilyasasignofgratitude.Thiscouldbeinformof
money,kolanut,wrapper(Atamfa)amongothers.

TalkingFee(SayenBaki)

Thisisusuallydonewhenthebrideandherfriendsleftinthenew
brideroom.Thegroomwillbeaccompaniedbyhisfriends,andthey
willbecrackingjokesbetweenthefriendsofthecelebrants.Finally
thegroom’sfriendswillgivesomeamountofmoneytobridefriends
tobetakingtothebride’shouse.Ifthetalkingfeeisnotgiventothe
bride,shewillnottalktothegroom,andequallyshewillnottalkto
anyoneinthehouseuntilsheisgiventhetalkingfee.

DecorationofBride’sRoom(Jere/Wahi)

ThisisanotherimportantaspectofHausapeoplemarriageculture.It
isafurnishingordecorationofthebride’sroom.Itisdoneaccording
tothefinancialstandardofthebride’sparents.Mostimportantly,the
bridewillbetakentoherroomwithnecessaryhomeworkmaterials
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which includesfoodstuffandroom materialslikebedandits
component.Localpaintingoftheroom (Wahi)isalsoamongthe
roomdecoration.Thedecorationdependsuponthecapabilityofthe
bride’sparents.

SomeAspectsofMarriageCultureofZarmaPeople

Fromthebriefhistoricalbackgrounddiscussedinthispaper,itcould
beunderstoodthatZarmapeoplesharedsomeculturesincommon
withtheHausapeople.SomeaspectofmarriagecultureofZarma
peoplearediscussedbelowasfollows:

CourtshipamongtheZarmapeople

ThetraditionsofZarmacustom mandatetheparenttoselect
husbandfortheirdaughters.InnormalZarmatraditionneitherthe
boynorthegirlhasrighttoselecthusbandorwifeforthemselves,
buttheirparentinitiateswhom theywillmarry.Atthetimeof
selectingsuitorfortheyoung,theparentslookforhonestand
disciplinedhousefortheirchildrentomarryfrom.Theydonotallow
theirchildrentomarryfrom irresponsiblehouse,andtheygive
marriagetoresponsiblepersonsonly.

Although,sometimesuitorsmaymeetatmarketplaceoron
ceremonialplaceslikesallahandnamingceremonywheresuitors
metandfallinlovewitheachother.Atthispoint,theyhavenoright
toaccepteachotherwithouttheirparent’sapproval.
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SpecialGift

Aftertheboyandthegirlagreedwitheachotherwithparent
approval,thenextculturalobligationasfortheZarmatraditionis
thespecialgiftofferedtothegirl’sparentfrom theparentor
guardianliketheHausas.Ifthegiftisaccepted,thentheboyisgiven
acluetocontinuethecourtshipwiththegirl.However,ifthegiftis
notrejected,itmeansgestureisnothonoredandtherebydecline.

MarriageWealth

MarriagewealthplaysaveryimportantroleinZarmatraditional
marriageculture.Bytraditionintheoldendays,Zarmapeople
imposedsomeamountofmoneyestimatedtofourhundrednaira
only.Thereasonforgivingthemoneyistoshowthat,therewillbe
noseparationinmarriageunlessinthecaseofdeath.Equallysome
agriculturalproductsareacceptedasamarriagewealthinZarma
communityliketheHausas,Themarriagewealthisdistributedto
themembersoffamily,informingthemthat,theirdaughterhasgota
suitor,andtomakethem getreadyfortheircontributiononthe
weedingday.

PhysicalWork

PhysicalworkknownasGayyainHausaisanotherculturalaspectof
marriagetraditioninZarmacommunities.Duringthecourtship,
beforetheactualweedingday,theboymaybeasktogotohisin-
law’sfarm toassisthim infarmingactivitiesoradomesticwork.
Thisisdonetotesttheendurancecapacityoftheboy.
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ConveyanceoftheBridetoGroom’sHouse(DaukarAmarya/Kai
Amarya)

Intradition,whenthebridewillbetakingtothegroom’shouse,itis
usuallybyinvitingherrelativesparticularlytheolderones.These
womenwilltakethebrideusingeitherhorseorcameltothegroom’s
house,anditisdoneadayorsomedaysaftertheweeding.The
bridewillremaininthehouseforsevendayswithherfriends.After
thefirstweek,shewillthencomebacktoherparentandspent
anotherweekbeforeshefinallymovestoherroom.

Virginity

Therelationshipbetweenboysandgirlsarestrictlycontrolbythe
eldersofZarmapeople.Tothis,theytakeseriousprecautionson
preventingtheiryoungeronesoncommittingadultery.Assuch,when
thebrideistakentoherroom,andfoundtobevirgin,thegroom
familypreparedsomespecialgiftforherinappreciationtoher
virginity.Ifthegroom isfoundnotvirginbyherhusbandthereis
everypossibilityforthemarriagetogetseparated.

SimilaritiesofSomeAspectsofTraditionalMarriageCulturebetween
HausaandZarmaPeople

ThetwocommunitiesofHausaandZarmahavenumerouscultural
similaritieswhichincludethefollowing:
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Thetwocommunitiesregardtheselectionofthespouseasafamily
duty.Parentsareresponsibleforchoosingpartnerfortheirchildren.
Inbothcommunitiestheyconsiderthehistoricalbackgroundofthe
spousehouses,whichmeantheydon’tgointothebrokenhome.
Aftertheselectionofthespouse,inbothcommunitiesceremonyare
donetomarktheengagement,whichisusuallydonebeforethe
presence ofsome invited familyand friends.Butbefore the
engagementboththeHausaandZarmapeoplepracticewhatis
calledcourtship.

Theperiodofthiscourtshipisnotstipulatedbyanyofthe
community.Intermsofmarriagewealth,bothcommunitiesshared
thesameprocedures.Equally,bothcommunitiesworkoutthedetails
ofthemarriageanddowrytobepaidandhavenofixedamountof
dowry,butdependontheagreementreachedbythetwoparties
concerned.Giftareusuallyallowed,andthesegiftincludefiatsgift
(kayanjinkira),Ramadangift(KayanAzumi),Sallahgift(Kayan
Sallah),weddingtrousseau(Lehe),Plaitinggift(kayankitso)and
sprinklingthebride(Kayansaamaryaruwa)amongothers.Sa’ad,
(1989:195)

Inbothcommunities,thedutyofensuringthebridegot
enoughroomfurnitureandotherworkingmaterialsisonthesightof
thebridefamily.Although,eachcommunitytobearinmindthatthe
furnituredependsonthefinancialstatusofthefamily.

Intheissueoffoodstuffgift(Gara/Kaigara),inbothHausaand
Zarmacommunitiesthepracticeisthesame.Theson-in-lawinboth
communitiesmakeusedofgaratosettledept,sincesomemoneyis
senttothegroom.



JournalofLinguistics,LanguageandCultureVol.6No.2,2019

102

Oneotherareaofmarriageculturesimilaritybetweenthe
twocommunitiesisontheformalcontractionofthemarriage.In
bothcommunitiesmarriagetakeplaceinaceremonialform.Ittakes
placeinthepresenceofmembersofthefamily,relativesandfriends.
Thebrideisusuallygivenbytheparentsorguardianinthepresence
ofwitnesses.The responsibilityoforganizing the wedding is
shoulderedonthetwopartiesinvolved.Inaddition,inHausaculture
thebrideusuallyvisitsherfriendsandrelativestosaygoodbyeto
them,likewisetheZarmapeople.Moreover,bothcommunitieshave
whatwe called the guider(Arwanka in Hausa).Arwanka is
responsibleforthepreparationofthebrideandserveasadvisorto
thebride.Sheeducatesthebrideonsexeducationandother
domesticdutiesaswellastakingcareofherhusband.Sa’ad.
(1989:195)

Apartfrom theabove,otherimportantculturepracticedin
bothcommunitiesisthetestandproudofthebridevirginity.“The
virginityofthebrideistraditionallyconsideredasagreatimportance.
Boththecommunitiesusuallyplaceawhitebed-sheetonthe
consummationbedwhichtobesoiledtoprovethebridesvirginity.
Sa’ad(1989:200).Whenthebrideismetvirgin,thefamilyinboth
communitiespreparedsomespecialgift(Kyautuka)forher.Above
all,both the communitiespracticed almostthe same type of
marriagewhichincludeschildmarriage(Aurenkuruciya),forced
marriage (Auren dole),love marriage (Auren kauna,relation
marriage(Aurenzumunta)andpolygamymarriage(Aurenmacefiye
dadaya)amongothers.

Differences ofSome Aspects ofTraditionalMarriage Culture
betweenHausasandZarmaPeople
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Withregardstothedifferencesthatexistbetweenthetraditional
marriagecultureofthetwocommunities(HausaandZarma),not
muchdifferencesarediscovered.Howeveroutofthefew ones
discoveredincaseofthisstudyincludesthefollowing:

Thefirstculturethatdifferentiatesthetwocommunitiesis
onhowbrideisconveyedtoherroom.InHausa,thebrideistakenon
thefirstdayofherweeding,whileinZarmacommunitiesitwas
doneadayaftertheweddingday,though theconveyanceis
reciprocalanddependsonthereadinessofthebrideparents.Equally
thebrideinZarmausedtorunawaytoherrelativeshomes,andshe
willnotcomebackuntilafterherwedding,butinHausathisisnot
thecase.Intheoldendays,theZarmapeopledonotsentwedding
trousseau(Lehe)whileHausasdoso.Althoughatpresentsome
Zarmapeoplesenttheirweddingtrousseauearlierthantheweeding
day.

Finally,wemayconcludebysayingthat,thetraditional
marriagecultureofHausaandZarmapeoplearealmostthesame,
thoughtherearesomeareaswheretheydifferedfrom eachother.
Thismaynotbeunconnectedwiththefactthattheysharedcommon
socio-culturalwaysoflifetoeachother,despitethefactthatthey
speakdifferentlanguages.

Conclusion

Marriageisoneofthemeansbywhichone’srelationsarewidened
anddevelopaffinitiesbetweendifferentgroupsofvarioussocieties
likefamilycultureandnationality.Thecultureofmarriageinitiates
thenewgenerationtothecultureandtradition,andimprovesfurther
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civilizations.Itisthebridgethatlinkedthepastwiththepresentand
alsothefuture.Itisalsothebasicentityofthesocietywhich
integratesitsmembersandmakesthemtoplaytheirideologicaland
culturalroleasongoingprocess.

Inthisstudy,thepaperfindoutthattraditionalmarriage
cultureshelpsinshapingthelifestyleoftheirpeople.Andifthey
shouldbeallowedtobedestroyed,thefutureofthecommunity’s
civilizationwillbethreatened.Inaddition,thepaperisabletofind
outthatthetwocommunities(HausaandZarma)sharedmany
traditionalmarriage cultures which are common during their
marriageceremony.Thestudyalsofindsoutthat,therearesome
areaswheretheirtraditionalmarriageculturesdiffered.Itisequally
observedthat,becauseofthesemarriageculturesimilarities,it
makethelifeoftheHausaandZarmapeopleuniqueandunitedso
muchsothat,onecanonlydifferentiatetheHausasandZarma
peoplebytheirlanguage.
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