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Abstract

This study hinges on the patterns of phonological variation in the
Standard Igbo and Ukwulu variety of Igbo (hereafter S.I and U.V).
The study was carried out to enhance the preservation of the U.V
and to bring to limelight the phonology of Ukwulu. It highlights the
differences perceived in the phonology of the S.I and U.V. The study
adopts the descriptive approach. It employs the purposive sampling
technique. The Ibadan 400 wordlist of basic items amongst other
wordlists were adopted. Data were also drawn from the recorded
speeches of the respondents of U.V which were collected through
semi structured interviews and also through the recording and
listening in their naturally occurring speeches during conversations.
The study adopts the Classical phonology theory for the analysis of
the data. The Green and Igwe’s (1963) tone marking convention was
adopted. The International Phonetic Alphabet was also adopted for
the transcription of data. The findings of this study reveal that there
are perceived differences and similarities in some aspects of the
phonology of the S.I and U.V. In their differences, the U.V
phonemes were established by the use of, basically the minimal pair
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test. It was observed that the phonemes of S.I and U.V differ in
quantity as the S.1 has thirty-six phonemes comprising eight vowels
and twenty - eight consonants, whereas U.V has a total number of
thirty - two phonemes comprising eight vowels as in the S.I and
twenty-four consonants. The difference in the quantity of their
phonemes is as a result of the absence of /h/ /f/ /r/ and Iy / in U.V
which they substitute with /v/ /l/ and /j/. The findings of this work
will serve as a reference material for further studies on the S.I and
U.V of Igbo.

Keywords: Language, Phonology, Phoneme, Classical Phonology,
Variation,

1.1 Introduction

Human language is very complex and sophisticated. Language is an
indispensable means of expression, using spoken, written or signed
words. It is structured with grammar and often involves a writing
system. Language is a precious resource which is designed and
endowed solely to human beings as a medium of communication
(Ikegwuonu, 2014:1). Every human language has its phonology as
well as its own way of organizing its speech sounds. That is, the
distinctive system of patterns that makes up the phonological system
of the language. This organization of speech sounds is the concern
of phonology, which is a branch of linguistics that studies how
languages systematically pattern or organize their speech sounds for
the realization of meaning. Phonology, simply put, is the sound
patterns of a language. It studies how pronunciation of sounds
changes according to context. The smallest unit of sound in
phonology is phoneme. The different organizational patterns of
sounds in different languages constitute variations.
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Variation is a shift from the recognized standard. The phonological
variation of the Standard Igbo and its dialects is subject to
considerable differences both at the segmental and suprasegmental
levels.

This work studies the patterns of phonological variations in the S.1
and U.V of Igbo, as no study, to the best of the researcher’s
knowledge has been done on it. Hence, the dearth of adequate
reference material to that effect, which the researchers tend to create
through this work.

2. Literature review

Classical phonology which is the theoretical framework for this
study, is an earliest theory of phonology which makes reference to
phonemes. It is a theory about how to describe the sounds of a
language (and also for some scholars) how sounds are stored and
processed. It believes that the phoneme which is the smallest unit of
sound is the means by which a change can be effected in any
language. There are three views of the phoneme as seen by some
scholars: firstly, the phoneme as a phonetic reality. Here, phoneme
is viewed as a physical reality, rather than a psychological concept.
It is what is conveniently used to represent a number of phonetic
units. Daniel Jones and Gleason belong to this school of thought.
Secondly, phoneme as a psychological reality, which is a school of
thought that views the phoneme as a mental reality. It views the
intention of the speaker and the impression of the hearer or both.
This view holds that when a speaker pronounces for example the
sound segment [p], it can be realized as the aspirated [p" ] as in pin
and the unaspirated [p] as in spin [sp1 n] which are all allophones of
the same phoneme /p/ in English. Baudouin de Courtenay belongs
to this school of thought. Thirdly, the phoneme as a phonological
reality. This is the idea of the prague school of phonology, which
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sees the phoneme as the sum of the phonologically relevant
properties of a sound (Trubetzkoy, 1939:36). What is most
important to this school is ‘function’. In other words, a phoneme is
a phonological unit that can function to distinguish meanings. It is
seen as an abstraction and not a sound or even a group of sounds. To
them, it is a theoretical construct on the phonological level, which is
defined in terms of its contrast within a system. This school of
thought considered the concept of the phoneme extensively under
the idea of phonemic overlapping, neutralization, distinctive
features among others.

Ezenwafor (2017) in her study on patterns of variation in S.1
and Ekwuluobia Igbo (EI) examines the phonological, lexical and
syntactic variations and their patterns of existence in the S.I and
Ekwulobia Igbo. At the phonological level, she identifies nine
vowels in EI, of which eight are phonemic and one (¢) [€] as
phonetic, while the SI has eight vowels. In her analysis, she posits
that phonological variation is evident in the vowels and consonants
of these two varieties. Considering the variation patterns of the
consonants, a regular pattern of variation where [h f] in Sl are
replaced with a voiced bilabial fricative [¢] in El. She goes further
to establish that the [r] of the Sl is usually replaced with the alveolar
lateral nasal [n] while the [I] is replaced with [n] or labialized
alveolar nasal [n" ]. The voiced alveolar trill [r] is replaced with the
voiceless glottal fricative [h] and randomly with [I], while the voiced
labiovelar approximant [w] and voiced velar plosive [g] in Sl are
replaced with [h] in EL

She further states that the voiceless and voiced bilabial
plosives [p b] in Sl are replaced with the voiceless and voiced
alveolar plosive [t d]. She goes on to explain that, though common
patterns of variation existing in the SI and EI might not apply in all
cases. She buttresses this by maintaining that vowels unlike the
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consonants vary scantly in the SI and EI. It is evident in this her

analysis, as in:

SI El Consonant variation Gloss
1.hd phha[da] 1 — [$] they
aha  4phha[ada] [hy — [d] name
ahia  4aphhia [ad1 a] [h — [¢] market
afo  aphho [ado ] 1 — [¢] stomach
éféré  éphhéré [edere] [f] —  [$] plate

In her other examples,

Sl El Consonant variation  Gloss
2.ary aru [alu ] [r] —{1] abomination
iré ile [ile] [r] 1] tongue
oru oluplu] [M—>[]  work
anuri anuli [ano It ] [T —11 joy

fri Ani [nni] [r] —[1] food

leé néé [nee] [1] —[n] look

ulo ano [un® o] [I] —[n"] house
aghugho iholo [1 ho 1o ] [y ]—¥hl]  deceit
éwl éhu [ehu] [w] —fh] goat

gl gwhu[gu hu] [g]—fhl]  you

In her conclusion, she stresses that the common pattern of vowel
variation seen in these varieties reflect in the vowel [ i ] at the word
initial position, especially for numerals where SI uses [a]. The i [1 ]
of the SI is replaced with u [u ] in the EI especially in two syllable
words while the e [e] of the SI is replaced with the ¢ [€ ] in the EI.
Eme and Uwaezuoke (2015) in their study of issues in phoneme
variation between Umuolum Igbo and S.I observe that while S.I has
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thirty-six phonemes, Umuolum Igbo has thirty-two (24 consonants
and 8 vowels). They discover that the phonemes /f/, /z/, /[ /and /f /
which are found in S.I do not exist in Umuolum Igbo. In their
analysis, they establish that where /f/ and /f / appear in any S.1 word,
they are realized as /v/ in Umuolum. Wherever /z/ and /[ / are found
in S.1 words, they are realized as /r/. Some of the examples are:

S.1 Umuolum Gloss
if, h/ v/
3a.  afo/afo/ avo /avo [ the third market day

of¢ nru /ofe nru/ ove nru /ove nru/ worship
ohia /o A1 a/ ovia /o vi a bush
Izl If 1 Ir/

b.  4zu/azu/ ari /ar1 / fish
éziokwull /ezio k" u/ériokwull /erio k™ u/ truth
isha /(1 a/ ira /1 ral crayfish

They point out that the non-existence of /f z j i / in Umuolum would
definitely constitute pronunciation and spelling problems for
speakers of Umuolum learning the S.1 as they would substitute them
with other sounds. They conclude that this would result in
pronunciation and spelling errors.

3. Methodology

This study adopted the descriptive research design which is a type
of research design that aims to establish the patterns of the
phonological variations, where and how these patterns are
obtainable in both the S.I and the U.V of Igbo. Ukwulu is a
community in Igbo land. It is one of the towns in Dunukofia Local
Government Area of Anambra State, Nigeria. Nwaozuzu (2008:24-
37) groups Dunukofia Local Government Area, alongside some
other local government areas in Anambra state under East Niger
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Group of Dialects (ENGD). Towns that make up Dunukofia are
Umunnachi, Umudioka, Ukwulu, Nawgu, Ifitedunu and Ukpo
(headquarter). Dunukofia shares boundaries with Awka North,
Idemmili North, Njikoka and Oyi Local Government Areas. Ukwulu
is bordered by such towns as Achalla, Nando, Ukpo, Urum,
Awkuzu, Igbariam, Nawgu and a number of others. Ukwulu has five
villages, which are Adagbe, Amaegbu, Enuagu, Iruezeagu and
Umugama. U.V phonologically shares some similarities with
Awkuzu and Nteje Igho varieties which are both in Oyi Local
Government Area.The research basically covered the five villages
of Ukwulu town, which are Adagbe, Amaegbu, Enuagu, Iruezeagu
and Umugama. However, the entire Ukwulu form the population of
this study.

The purposive sampling technique was employed to select
the respondents, taking into cognizance age, occupation, gender and
social background. The sample consists of the U.V speakers within
the age bracket of twenty to seventy years, resident in Ukwulu. They
are the people the researcher has identified as belonging to those
who have not been influenced much by modernization and/or other
dialects. The identification was based on the fact that these speakers
had lived in Ukwulu almost all, if not all their lives. The respondents
were selected from the five villages in Ukwulu community. They
were drawn from Adagbe, Amaegbu, Enuagu, Iruezeagu and
Umugama. The researcher believed that using these respondents
from the five villages of Ukwulu, she gained more comprehensive
result through diverse opinion on the Ukwulu speech patterns.

In all the five villages, fifteen men, fifteen women, ten boys
and ten girls were selected making it a total of fifty respondents.
Data were collected from the native speakers using the Igbo wordlist
of basic items developed by UCLA phonetics, the Ibadan 400
wordlist, and the Swadesh 207 wordlist. The researcher also
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developed 117 word, phrase and sentence list, which enabled her to
gather other data which were added to the data from the other
wordlists. Data were collected from both primary and secondary
sources.

The researcher played the recorded speeches of the fifty
respondents and found a lot of similarities in all their speeches. To
avoid repetition of the same data which could make the presentation
and analysis cumbersome and unnecessarily reduplicated, the
researcher selected twenty speeches of five men, seven women, four
boys and four girls for the presentation and analysis of data. The
data collected from the speeches were written down and analyzed
using the Classical phonology theory, comprising Jan Baudouin De
Courtenay’s Psychological/mentalist view of the phoneme, Daniel
Jones’ and Gleason’s Physical view of the phoneme and
Trubetzkoy’s Functional/phonological view of the phoneme. These
views of the phoneme were adopted to elicit and analyze the
phonemes of the S.I and the U.V of Igbo.

The data were phonemically transcribed using the symbols
of the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) and the transcribed
data were tone marked in accordance with the Green and Igwe’s
(1963) tone marking convention, where the high tone is left
unmarked and the low tones marked with grave accent [* ]. The
down step tone is marked with a macron [ - ]. The work provides the
English gloss of the written data.

4. Data Presentation and Analysis

4.1 The sound systems of the S.1 and U.V.

The sound systems involve the speech sounds comprising the
vowels and consonants of the S.I and U.V, their classifications and
descriptions.
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4.1.1 The S.1 phonemes
S.I has a total of thirty-six phonemes comprising twenty-eight
consonants and eight vowels.

4.1.1.1The S.I vowels
Below are the Igbo vowels, their orthographic and IPA
representation, their phonetic description and examples of Igbo
words where they occur, example:
4. a/al  Open front unrounded vowel
akwa /akwa/ ‘cloth’, agwa /agwa/ ‘beans’
e /e/  Half-open front unrounded vowel
egbe /ebe/ ‘gun’, eze /ezé/ ‘teeth’
i /il close front unrounded vowel
1si /isi/ ‘head’, ikwe /ikwé/ ‘mortar’
i/ Half-close front unrounded vowel
iga /1g3/ ‘chain’, igba /163/ ‘drum’
o/o/ Half-open back rounded vowel
oku /oku/ ‘call’, okwu /okwu/ ‘word’
o /o/  Open back rounded vowel
oka /oka/ ‘corn’, oku /oku/ ‘fire’
u/u/  close back rounded vowel
ukwu /ukwt/ ‘waist’, ukwe /ukwe/ ‘song’
u/uv/ Half-close back rounded vowel
uwa fowa/ ‘earth’, ukwa /ukwa/ ‘breadfruit’

4.1.1.2 The S.I consonants
Below are the S.1 consonants, their orthographic representations, the
IPA symbols, phonetic description and examples of Igbo words
where they occur,
5. p Ip/ voiceless bilabial plosive

paa /paa/ ‘squeeze’, pia /pia/ ‘flog’
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b
t

d
kw

gw

sh

gh

ch

/ol
It
/d/
K"l
g™l
k!
g/
Ifl
I
/sl

/z/

/N

Iyl
1 &/
Il

Id3/

voiced bilabial plosive

ebe /eb€ / ‘beetle’, baa /baa/ ‘enter’

voiceless alveolar plosive

tara /tard/ ‘chewed’, tuo /tuo/ ‘throw’

voiced alveolar plosive

udara /udara ‘African star-apple’, daa /daa/ ‘fall’
voiceless labialized velar plosive

kwuo /k"uio/ ‘say’, kwapu /k“apu/ ‘pack out’
voiced labialized velar plosive

gwuo /g*uo/ ‘dig’, agwa /ag"a/ ‘beans/character’

voiceless velar plosive

kuo /kud/ ‘plant’, kee /kée/ “tie’
voiced velar plosive

gi /g1/ ‘you’, gaa /gaa/ ‘go’
voiceless labiodental fricative

fere /feré/ ‘flew’, efere /efere/ ‘plate’
voiced labiodental fricative

mvoQ /mvd / ‘nails’, mevoo /mevd 2 / ‘disgrace’
voiceless alveolar fricative

sie /sie/ ‘cook’, sara /sara/ ‘washed’
voiced alveolar fricative

zaa /zaa/ ‘sweep’, zee /ze¢e/ ‘dodge’
voiceless post-alveolar fricative
isha /1fa/ ‘crayfish’, nshansha /yfanfa/ ‘drizzle -
like’

voiced velar fricative

ghaa /yaa/ ‘spray’, ugha /vya/ ‘lie’
voiced glottal fricative

ha / fia/ “they’, hapu / hapu/ ‘leave’
voiceless post-alveolar affricate
oche /otfe/ ‘chair’, uche /utfé/ ‘sense’
voiced post-alveolar affricate

ji 1d3i/ ‘yam’, jide /dzide/ ‘hold’
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m /m/ bilabial nasal

mara /mara/ ‘threw’, muta /muta/ ‘learn’
n In/ alveolar nasal

naputa /naputa/ ‘collect from’, na /na/ ‘and’
i y/ velar nasal

naa /naa/ ‘roast’, anara /anara/ ‘garden egg’
ny In/ palatal nasal

nyaa /paa/ ‘drive’, onya /opa/ ‘trap’
nw /m*™l  labialized velar nasal

nwa /n"a/ ‘child’, nwaanyi /n“aany/ ‘woman’
kp 1p/ voiceless bilabial implosive

kpuo /pua/ ‘mould’, ekpere /épere/ “prayer’
gb 16/ voiced bilabial implosive

ghaa /baa/ ‘dance’, agba /aba/ ‘jaw’

I n alveolar lateral
lota /Iota/ ‘come back’, logoo /1:)953/ ‘bend’
r Irl alveolar trill
rachaa /rat[ aa/ ‘lick’, rie /rie/ ‘eat’
y lj! palatal approximant
ya /ja/ ‘s/he’, yiri /jiri/ ‘wear’
w Iwi/ labiovelar approximant

weta /weta/ ‘bring’, uwe /uwe/ ‘cloth’

4.1.2 The U.V phonemes

The U.V has a total number of thirty-two phonemes as against
the thirty-six in the S.1. There are eight vowels and twenty-four
consonants.

4.1.2.1 The U.V vowels

The vowels of U.V are eight in number as perceived by the
researchers. They are: faei1 0o u v/, which are in
consonance with the S.I vowels both in quantity and quality. The
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S.l vowels have been classified, described and examples of
where they are seen in words are provided in the S.I vowels. Let
us give U.V examples of words containing the vowels using the
minimal pair test.

Minimal pairs showing the vowels of U.V

u.v IPA Gloss U.V vowel sounds
6.
i ushe /ulle/ ‘wisdom’ u/
ishe /el ‘different’ lil
il. oku /o ko / “fire’ lvl
oko /o ko / ‘scratch’ I/
iii. aka /aka/ ‘hand’ lal
aki /akr / ‘kernel’ hl
iv. oke /oke/ ‘male’ lo/
eke /eke/ ‘python’ lel

From the above minimal pair analysis, it shows both the S.1 and U.VV
operate the same eight vowel sound system. The vowels are: /a e i
1 02 uu /. The minimal pairs occur both at the initial and final
positions. At the initial position, they are seen in6(i and iv). At the
final position, they are seen in 6(ii and iii).

4.1.2.2 The U.V consonants
There are twenty-four perceived consonant sounds in U.V. They are:
8plosives:/p b t d kY g% k g/
2 implosives: /p b /
4 fricatives: /v s z [/
2 affricates: /4 dz/
5 nasals:/m n g p ¥/
2 approximants: /j w/
1 lateral: / 1/
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There is absence of / A/, /r/, [f/ and /y / sounds which are present in
the S.1. The classification, description and exemplification of the S.I
consonants are in consonance with the U.V as they are the same
sounds in quality but not in quantity.

4.2 The Phonological differences in the phonemes of the S.I and
uv

There are consonants absent in the U.V. Theyare /A fry /. Inthe
following sections, we discussed the differences in the S.l1 and U.V
in terms of sound combination. For instance, the substitution of S.I
/6 [ with /v/ in the U.V, /f/ with /v/, Ir/ with /I/ and /y [ with /]/.

a. The voiced glottal fricative /A/ and the voiced labiodental
fricative /v/

It is observed that the voiced glottal fricative /A / which is absent in
the U.V is substituted with the voiced labiodental fricative /v/. The
examples below show the manifestations of this alternation in
personal names and other things.

Where they manifest in personal names:

S IPA u.v IPA Gloss

7.

i. lheoma /iheo ma/ Iveoma /iveo ma/ ‘good thing’

ii. Ihesinachi /ifiesinatfi/ Ivesinashi /ivesinafi/  ‘things are from God’

iii. Theabunike/iheabunike/ Iveabunike /iveabunike/ ‘things are not got
by force’

iv.lhenkili lifiepkili/  Ivenkili /ivepkili/  ‘cynosure of all eyes’

v. lhenna /ihéngna/  Ivenna  /ivénna/ ‘father’s light’

vi.Jhunanya  /ithunapa/ Ivunanya /ivonana/ ‘love’

vii.lhechi /ifiechi/ Iveshi  /ivefi/ ‘God’s light’
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viii. Iheyinwa /ifejin“a/ Iveyinwa /ivejin“a/ ‘nothing resembles
a child’

iX. Iheanyi lifeapy/  Iveanyi /iveany/ ‘nothing is
impossible’

Examples of where /f/ and /v/ manifest in the other things:

8.

i. ahia fahra/ avia favia/ ‘market’
ii. ahihia fahthra/  avivia /avivia/ ‘grass’
iii. ohia /oh1a/ ovia /ovia/ ‘bush’
iv. ehi lehi/ evi fevi/ ‘cow’
v. ehihie  /ehihie/ evivio /evivio/ ‘afternoon’
vi.ihe life/ ive five/ ‘thing’
vii. ohury [ohurd/ ovulu fovulo/ ‘new’
viii. aha laha/ ava /ava/ ‘name’
iX. ihere liheré/ ivele livelé/ ‘shame’
X. ha /ha/ va Ival ‘they’
xi. ahy lahv/  avu Javy/ ‘that’
xii. thu 1A/ ivu o/ ‘to see’

In examples 7 and 8 above, the substitutions can be seen at both the
initial and medial positions in the given examples. At the medial
position, the substitution are seen in 7 (i - ix) whereas in 8, apart
from (x) that occurs at the initial position, all other substitutions
occur at the medial position.

b. The voiced glottal fricative /f / and the voiced alveolar lateral
N

The voiced glottal fricative /f / in the S.1 is also substituted with the
voiced alveolar lateral /I/ in the U.V. Consider these examples where
they appear in personal names and other things:
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Personal names:

S. 1 IPA u.v IPA Gloss
9.
i. Obigha /obioha/  Obigla  /obiola/ ‘the heart of
the crowd’
ii. Thuoma /ifiuoma/ Iluoma /iluoma/ ‘good
fortune’
iii. Qhamaka /ofamaka/ Qlamaka /olamaka/ ‘the crowd is

. beautiful *
iv. Hapuruchi /hapurutfi/ Lapulushi /lapulufi/ ‘leave it for

God *
v. Ahunne  /ahungné/  Alunne /alunné/ ‘mother‘s
body’
vi. Qhaegbuna /ofidebuna/ Qlaegbuna /olaebuna/  ‘the crowd
should not kill’

Further examples of where /f/ and /I/ show alternations in other things
thus;

10.

i. oha Iohal ola Iola/ ‘a specie of vegetable
for soup’

ii. hoo /Aol oo Moo/ ‘select’

iii. hapu  /hapuv/ lapu /apu/ ‘leave’

iv. oha I2ha/ ola Iola/ ‘crowd’

V. ohi /ohi/ oli loli/ ‘stealing’

vi. ahy lafiw/ aly Jalv/ “fart’

vii. ahu /ahu/ alu /alu/ ‘body’

viii. ihu lifw/ ilu filu/ ‘face’

iX. iho /tho/ ilo hlo/ ‘to select’

x. ihu ho/ ilu hla/ ‘to roast’

xi. hanye  /hane/ lanye /ane/ ‘hand over’
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The alternating variants are seen at the initial positions in 9 (iv) and
and v, vi) and 14 (i, iv, v, vi, vii, viii, ix, and x).

The voiceless labiodental fricative /f/ and the voiced labiodental
fricative /v/

The U.V also substitutes the voiceless labiodental fricative /f/ in the
S.I with the voiced labiodental fricative /v/. Consider these
examples where they manifest in personal names and other things:
Where they manifest in personal names

S. 1 IPA uv IPA Gloss

11.

i. Afopoma /afooma/ Avooma Javooma/ ‘good heart’
ii. Ofodire /ofodiré/ OQvodile [ovadile/ ‘ofo is potent’

iii. Obiefula /obiefula/ Obuevuna /Obuevind/  ‘homestead
should not be lost’
iv. Ofoma /ofoma/ OQvoma /ovoma/  ‘authority knows’

Further examples of where /f/ and /v/ are in substitution as can be
seen in these words below:

12. 1i.afo lafa/ avo Javo/ ‘year’
ii. efe /efe/ eve /eve/ ‘chance’
ii1. afo [afo/ avo /avo/ ‘stomach’
iv. ufodu /ufodu/ uvodi fovadi/ ’some’
v. ofe /ofe/ ove love/ ‘soup’
vi. fio fio /fio fio/ ViQ ViQ V1D VID/ ‘Igbo
local red beans’
vii. efere lefere/ evele levele/ ‘plate’
viii. afa lafa/ ava laval ‘sorcery’
ix. ofala [ofala/ ovala [ovala/ ‘authority
and land’
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From the above examples, it could also be seen that the alternation
of the voiceless labiodental fricative /f/ in the S.I with its voiced
counterpart /v/ in the U.V occurs at both the initial position and
medial position. At the medial position, data 11 (i-iv) are evident to
that. Apart from 12 (vi) which has the substitution at the initial
position, 12 (i-v and vii-ix) occur at the medial position.

c. The alveolar roll /r/ and the alveolar lateral /I/

The U.V substitutes the voiced alveolar roll /r/ in the S.I with the
voiced alveolar lateral /I/ as the former is absent in the U.V. This
substitution is evident in examples of personal names and other
things as seen in 13 and 14, where they manifest in personal names:

S. 1 IPA uv IPA Gloss
13.
i. Qruoma /oruvoma/ Oluoma /oluoma/  ‘good work’
ii. Ebere /ébere/ Ebele /ebele/ ‘mercy’
iii. Amara  /amara/ Amala /amala/ ‘grace’
iv. Sopuru  /sopuru/ Sopulu /sopulu/ ‘respect (God)’
v. Oriaky  /oridku/ Oliaku /olidku/  ‘eater of wealth’
vi. Chizitere /tfizitéré/  Chiziteli Mizitel/  “God sent’
vii. Arinze  /armze/ Alinze /alinze/ ‘thank (God)’
viii. Rotanna /rotanna/  Lotanna /16tanna/ ‘remember

father’

ix. Chinyere /finéré/  Chinyeli  /tfipely/ ‘God gave’
Other things the substitution of /r/ and /I/ can be seen in are:
14.0.  nri Inri/ nli /nli/ ‘food’
ii. iri /iri/ ili /ili/ ‘ten’
iii. rie  /rie/ lie /lie/ ‘eat’
iv. aru  /ard/ alu falo/ ‘abomination’
v. ikpere [ipere/ ikpele lipele/ ‘knee’
vi. unere /unér¢/ unele /unele/ ‘banana’
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Vii. ura fura/ ula fula/ ‘sleep’
viii. nari /nary/ nali /naly/ ‘hundred’
iX. ruo  /ruo/ luo /Nuo/ ‘build’
X. eriri /eriri/ elili felili/ ‘rope’

Examples 13 and 14 show that alternations occur at the initial
positions in 13 (viii) and 14 (iii and ix) and medial positions in 13
(i-vii and ix) and 14 (i, ii, iv, v, vi, vii, viii, X).

d. The voiced velar fricative /y / and the palatal approximant /j/
Another peculiarity of the U.V phoneme is the absence of the voiced
velar fricative /y / in the S.I which they alternate with the palatal
approximant /j/ as evident in the words that follow:

S. 1 IPA uv IPA Gloss
15.
i. agha laya/ aya /aja/ ‘war’
ii. ughere luyeré/ uyele lujelé/ ‘yawning’
iii. oghere loyére/ oyele /ojéle/ ‘hole’
iv. ghaa lyaal yaa /jaa/ ‘spray’
v. ghee lyee/ yee /jée/ “fry’
vi. gbaghara /bayara/  gbayali /Bajaly/ ‘forgive’
vii. kwagharia  /k"ayaria/ kwayalia /k"ajalia/ ‘relocate’
viii. ogbaghara /obayara/  ogbayala [obajala/ ‘lie’

In the above examples in 15 (i-viii), it is evident that U.V also does
not have the voiced velar fricative /y / and as such, they replace it
with the palatal approximant /j/, as can be seen at the initial position
in examples 15 (iv and v) and at the medial position in 15 (i, ii, iii,
vi, vii, and viii).

This study has examined the patterns of phonological
variation in the S.I and the U.V, using the Classical phonology
theory. It was carried out in order to ascertain the differences that
exist between the phonology of the S.I and U.V of Igbo. In their
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differences, the U.V phonemes were identified using the minimal
pair test. It was established that the U.V operates a total of thirty-
two phonemes (which comprise of eight vowels and twenty-
consonants). The U.V phonemes differ from the S.I phonemes in
quantity, as the S.I has a total of thirty-six phonemes (which
comprise of eight vowels and twenty-eight consonants). It is
observed that their difference is as a result of the absence of four S.1
consonants in the U.V. These consonants are /A/ which is
substituted with /v/ in the U.V, /f/ is substituted with /v/, /r/ with /I/
and /y / with /j/ respectively.
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